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LETTER I. 

To the Honourable 

HAMILTON BOYLE, 

Student of Chrifl-Church Colle^ 
in OXFORD. 



ll^iSftfr Hamilton, -, . , 







Want «o m6^^t ta 'ptiSafy'^yknvifBX^wdk^ 
hearing often fixm ;trfc«. efp^ciairy' 8(s your 
letters «lway$ give-inW pi^i^ksiilar pleafufe. 
I read t]ixem ^ycl'^^ >}nl; wi^ the fbndnefg 
ef a fiither, but with the aficStttfi^T a-^WdL'They revive 
in my mind the agreeable hoars which attend a ftndious 
life^ in that elegant feat 'Of the mnfes, from whence they 
ire dated. In ftich a iicuation, amidft die bed Aothors, 
^md in a free converfation with men of letters, yoa will 
|)eAble to adorn your mind, and give it a lerene and a juft 
way of thinking: And I (hail have the happinefs n^ only 
of feeing you forming yoarfelf every day for public life» 
but rendered more capable of exerting your faculties^ 
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2 ^ ' REMARKS bN THE LIFE 

with dignity and advantage to your country, and with a 
rifing reputation to yoiirfclf. 

For my own ppf, early difappoi^tn^ents, the perplexed 
ftate of Qiy afF^s, indilFereiit healdi, and mzny^ otlier 
untoward incidents, all contributcrd to make me, even in 
my carlieft part of life, too fond 'of retirement. Ycjh-s 
have increafed the inclination, and time rather con- 
fims- than ceire^s the error ; however, I have not fuf- 
ffrrad my mind to be totally ina^ive :- but by holding as 
little connexion as pofiib'e with the living, I have em- 
plc^ed ni^fetfin ionverfing, and forming an acquaintance 
with the dead: and have from thence received more reaj 
fatisfadtion and improvement, than probably inight have 
attended me, had I been direded in the purfuit of fame, 
fortune, or ambition. 

I am much pleafcd that you approve of my obferva- 
tions on PLiNY^s.jqttcrs* 5'gtj|^ged in that work, with 
a dfcfigttsctf^Jointilig.oatV'to-yAjr brother Lord BcFrLB, 
thjr dQti^le:iqai^)itie;^«gf lli^ elegant Roman. But I 
amiotyreik iatitied;tuile&*l offer to you alfo fome pub- 
lic tdi^Q of six J^ate^a^ji£|^oa: and therefore, I havc 
Ut^y been e^VOning/diV^Offes of Dr. Swift, with 
an-jiykeotion of gathering materials for my future corre. 
fpot^ence' with you; and here^ my dear Hamilton, I 
dedicate to yoa thofe criticifms which have occurred to 
fU5; ^aud (hall mix with them fqch particulars of bis life 
and ckara^er, as, I flatter myfelf, may tend at lead to 
yoiir entertainment, if not to your improvement. 

Jiet me begin by giving you a ihort but general view 
of S w, I r t's charader. 

' • • - He 
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 3 

He was in the decline of life when 1 knew him. Hit 

fricndfliip was an honour to me, and to fay the truth, 

I have dv«n drawn advantage from his errors. I hart 

beheld him in all humours and difpoiitions, and I have 

formed; Various fpeculations from the feveral weaknefiet 

to which - 1 pbfervcd him liable. His capacity and 

ilrength of mind were undoubtedly equal to any taik 

whatever. His pride, his fpirit, or his ambition, call it 

byi what' name you pleafe, was boundlcfs : but, hit 

•views were.checked.in his younger years, and the anxiety 

•o£ that difappointment had. a vifible efFefl upon all his 

a£liqns. He was four and fevere, but not abfohitely 

in batored. He was fociable only to particular friends^ 

and to them only at particular hours. He 'knew poHte- 

nofs • more thaa he pcadiifed it.. He was . a mixture of 

avarice and generoUcy : tiit^\fornie/,^^as.freqttently pre- 

Ta^eiit,^;tha latter, !ieldom' 4ppe^ii:4, upjlei^^ ey^i^d.by 

compafiion.' He. wasi open K>,jidul;iiian,,iiind CQiil4 not* 

or ..would not diitinguifh bctw^^ ip^ fla^eQr, ;^nd jail 

.i^kuiieJ . His abilities render!^ Jvim^JtpiP^rjar to exkvy. 

•He was undifguifed and p<&rflCtLy:6}i<feOB^ * Iim induced 

to think, that hQ:. entered ii>tp, Qjrders^^^^ojre frojqj^ ipm« 

privaXB and fixed isolation, than ^m. abfolate choice : 

bolhat aa it mey, he.performed the duties of. the church 

.with great .pjWf^^ty, and a decent degree of devotion. 

Ue reid. prdyorft rather in a (Iroag ner\'t>us voice, than 

in a gracefutl manner , and ahho' he has been often ac« 

-cuf^d of irreligion, nothing of that kind appeared in his 

copverfation or behaviour. His caft of mind induced 

hifa to t^nk, and fpeak more of politics than of religion* 

! . B 3 ' Hi» 



If. REMARKS ON THE LIFE 

His perpetual views were direded towards power : and 
his chief aim was to be removed into Eniland:, but whefi 
ihc foftnd himfelf entirely difappoixitedy he turned his 
tlioughts to oppofidon, and became the patron of Ire- 
Jf$u/^ In which country he was born. Here it may not 
fee improper to obferve to you, that many of his friends 
jQiagined him a native of England, and many others, I 
■katfw not whether to call them friends or enemies, were 
wHling tofuppofe him the natural Son of Sir William 
Xbupli. Neither of thefe fa£b are true. He was born 
lA DubliMt Novtmher the thirtieth,, in the year iixteen 
inndred and fixty feren> and was carried into England 
Jhon after his birth, by his nurfe, who being obliged to 
^roff the fea, and having a nurie's fondnefs for the child 
«( her breafty conveyed him on (hip-boaid, without the 
knowledge of hu^mpfheird^/^&tions, and kept him with 
her 'kxS^^iiihainn \i'fhaM*'lind, during her refidence 
•Chrcf^ fCars.^ai chal.phc^ This extraordimury event 
inade his wt&tn^ u;ein*.aft if he had been traniplanted to 
-kildndf ratj^ecrth^^tliak-^e^iad owed his original ex- 
iftence to i^EAiribtf /^ Kof^^Iisrps, he tacitly hoped toin- 
fpire different nations with a contention for his birdi : at 
4eaft in his angry moods, when he was peeviih, and 
-provokied at the ingratitude of j&vZim/, he was frequently 
iieard to fay, ^* I am not of this vile covntry, I am an 
^ Englifhman.'** Such an alTertion, although meant figu- 
fatively, was often received literally: and the lepott 
was dill farther affiiled by Mr. PoPB, who in one of hie 
ktters has this expreiTion, ** Tho' one or two of our 
^ friends are gone, fince you (aw your native cowOrjp 

" there 



AND WRITINGS OF Dn. SWIFT, 5 

«« dicrc remain a few. » " But Dr. Swift, in Ui 
cooler hours, never denied his comtry : on the am- 
trary, he frequendy mentioned, and pointed out tho 
boufe where he was bom. The other faggeftion MA- 
ceming the illegitimacy of his birth is equally ftlfe. 
Sir WiLLtAM TsMrLt: was etbployed as a mhiifter 
abroad from the year fixteen hundred and fixty five, to 
the year fixteen hundred ami feventy : firit at £r«[j^/if 
and afterwards at the Hagut^ as yoo will find by h|t 
cojTefpondence with th6 Earl of ArlinpWy and otter 
minifters of (late : So that Pr. $wift*s mdther, who 
never eroded the fea, except horn England to InUmd, 
' was ou^ of all poffibUfty of a perfooal cbnnefpondenee 
wi^h Sir William T^mpljs tiU fome years iAer )ifr 
foQ*s birth. 

I have already mentioned to fovL the ex^€t place, 
and d^tte of Do£tor Swift's nativity; but the rules of 
biography make it ndceflary to give y6u fome acconnc 
of jiis, fami]/* It fhall be as fhort as poffible; fince, 
althosigh his ^nceftors were perfons of very decent, and 
reputable charafters, he himfelf has been the herald to 
blazon the dignity of their coat. His grandfather was 
the Reverend Mr. Thomas Swift, Vicar of <rM/^'i^ 
near RoJ} in Hereford/hire. He enjoyed a paternal eftate 
in that co\^ity, which is ftUl in pofieffion of hls^ great 
grandfon Peanb Swift, Efq; He died in the year toL* 
teen hundred and fifty eight, leaving fix fons, Godwin^ 
Thomas, DavoEH, William, Jqnathav and Adam. 

• iMffix LXXX. Mr. PoFE to Dr. Swift, March 

*3» »736-7- 
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• Two; of them only, Godwin and Jo^'athan, left fon$. 
The . defcendants of Godwin are mentioned in Guil- 
, LI MJs^heraldry. Jonathan married Mrs. Abigail Ericic 
ul^fticefitrjljirey by whom he had one daughter and a fon. 
The daughter was bom in the firft year of Mr. Swift^s 
.manriage.; but he lived not to fee the birth of his fon % 
who. was called Jonathan, in memory of his Father, 
and became afterwards the famous Dean of St. Patrick! %• 
The greatcft part of Mr. Jonathan Swift's income 
.hfid depended upon agencies, and other employments of 
that kind : fo that moft of his fortune periQied with him : 
and the remainder being the only fupport that his widow 
CQutd enjoy, the; care, tuition, and expence- of her two 
] children devolved upon her hufband's elder brother, Mr. 
(jodwin SwfFT, who voluntarily became their guar- 
dian, and fupplied the lofs which they had fuilained in a 
\ father. Mrs. Swift, about two years after her hufband's 
' death, quitted Irelatid^ and retired to Lei<efier^ the place 
' of her nativity. / 

!" The faculties of the mind appear and fhine forth at 
diSerent ages in different men. The infancy of Dodor 
' Sv y^T paiTed on without any marks of diHindion. At 
' fix years old, he was fent to fchool at Kilkenny^ and about 
' eight years afterwards, he was entered a fludent of Trinity 
■ College in Dublin. He lived there in perfed regula- 
"rib^, and under an entire obedience* to the ftatutes : but 
' the morOfeneis of his temper often rendered him very 

» Doftor Swift was bom fomc months after his fa- 
ther's death. 

vnacceptabk 



AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWiFT. 'f 

i unacceptable to his companions ; (o that he was little re- 
garded, and lefs beloved. Nor were the academical exer- 
cifes agreeable to his genius. He held logic and meta- 
phyiics in the utmoft contempt, and he' fcarce cdn£dered 
mathematics and natural philofophy, unlefs to torn them, 
into ridicule; The ftudies which he followed were hiltorjr 
and poetry. In -thefc he made a great progrcfs ; but tt> 
all other branches of 'fcience he had giv-en fo very littk 
application, that when he appeared as a candidate fhr the 
degree of Batchelor of Arts, he was fet afide on accbi^t 
of infufficiency. ' ' 

* You will be. furprifed at fuch an incident in his life ; 
*'but'the faft was .Undoubtedly true : and even at laft He 
'obtained hi§ admiflion Jpeclali gratia': a phrafe whicA 

in that Univerfity carries with it the utmofl marks of re- 
proach. It is a kind of difliouourable degree, and the 
record of it, notwithftanding Dr. Swift's prefent efta- 

• bliftied charafler throughout the learned world, mxiSt 
*for ever remain' againfl hini in the academical fegiiler at 

Dublin, 

Ambition, you will agree with me, could fcarce 
have met with a fevcrer blow. Hercules found ;^- 
felf fet afide for want of ftrength ; or, if admitted 
among the wrcfUers, admitted only by favour and in- 
dulgence ; yet flill he muff be confcious, that he was 
HERCULES.. Difappointments, the earlier they happen 
in life) the deeper impreflion they make upon the heart. 
Swift was full of indignation at the treatment which 
he had received in Ireland^ and therefore refolved to 
purfue his ftudies at Oxford. However, that he might 

be 
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be admitted ad 9undem\ he Was obliged to carry with him 
ih/iTiftimnium of his Degree. 

The expreiilon Jfechti gratia is fo peculiar to the Uni- 

•fofiorof DubBn^ thfity wIma Mr* $wifT exhU>iced his 

Teftimonial at Oxford^ the members of the Englijh Uni- 

verfity f;onclttde49 that the words J^iaU gratia mud Ag- 

miy a Degree conferred iu reward of extraordinary dili- 

,gpoc^» ox learning. You may imagine, he did not try 

to undeceive them. He was immediately admitted ad 

9undzm\ and chofe to enter himfelf of Hart HalU now 

' Hartford College, where he cbnftantly refided (fomc vifits 

to his. mother at Z^/Vi^^, and to Sir William Temtlb 

'iiMoore Park excepted) till he took his degree as Mailer 

of Arts, which, if I remember rightly, wad in the year 

idhety-one. 

Having attended my friend Swipt thus far in his road 
'of life, let me reft a little before I proceed farther with him 
'In the journey ; and let me defire you to keep dus letter , 
^ as I intend that it (hall be followed hereafter by others «f 
"ttie fame fort^ and relating to the fiune peribn. 

^ Jam, nty diortp Hamiltoic, 

your effeSionati Father, 

ORRERY. 
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LETTER II. 



I Am happy, my dear Hamilton, to find that Am 
taik which I have undertaken of placing together 
ibme memoirs of Df. Swift*s Hfe, will be an aocepU- 
ble prefeat to yoa. In my laft letter, you may remenw 
ber, that I condo&ed Dr. Swift Bom his birth, in^e 
year fixtcen hundred and fixty feven, to Jiis taking tds 
degree of MaH^r of Arts at Oxford^ in the year fixtectt 
hundred and ninety one. Corioiity may inductt yoo 
to know, in what manner he could fubfift, or by what 
channel the fprings of his revenue were fvf^Ued, at» 
time whefi both kingdoms, but particularly JnUmi^ 
were in great confufion. You wOl almoft tremble for 
him, when I tdl you, that in the year of the Rero- 
lution, his uncle Go irwiv Swift had fallen^ into ft 
kind of lethargy, or dotage, which deprived him by 
degrees of his fpeech arid memory ; and rendered him 
to^ly incapable of being of the leaft fervice to his fk* 
mily and friends. But, in the midft of this difb:erifi4 
fituatlon, as if it was ordained, that no incident ihonld 
bereave mankind of fuch a genius. Sir William Tbic^ 
FLE (whofe Lady was related to Dr. Swift*s mother) 
,moft generottfly ftept in to hit aiBiUnce, and avowedly 

fiipporte< 
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fnpported his education at the Univerfity of Oxford. 
Adb of generofity feldom meet with their juft applaufc : 
Sir William Temple's friendihip was immediatel/ 
tonftrQed to proceed from a confcjou{nefs,"That he was 
the real father of Mr. Swift, otherwife it was thought 
impoflibley that 'kt coald be fo uncommonly mani/iccnt 
to a young man, no ways related to him, and out dif- 
tandy related to his v/ife. I am not quite certain, that 
•S'wfFT himfelf did not acqiuefce m the ^alumny. 'Per- 
haps, like Alexander, he thought the natural, fon of 
JvtiTER would appear greater than the legitimate foa 
trfPniLiP. 

BiR I mnft not omit to tell you, that another pf his 
-fai^sr^s brothers, William Swift, aflifted him when 
:9X Oxfardf by repeated ads of frieixdfhip and afFcdion. 
I lunre a letter now before me, which, tho' torn, and 
:iiiiperfie£b in feveral places, ihews his gratitude and devo- 
.tion to. the uncle, whpmlhaye jufl now mentioned, and 
.Whom he c^dls /^^^ beft §f his relations i, I will tranfcribe 
■.thiaftfnftoiary fragnient ; fince at leafl it is fo far curious. 
ask g^res (is a fpecimen of Swift's manner of writing 
am^ thinking, at that period of his life. 
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Moore Park, \Arp^: 29, 1695?*.'^ 

SIR, • . i ,•..'.:. *:i\« 

y*^ 2^ y^^'" '^^'^ '"^f y^^ '^^^ f leafed (^when Jhe nvas 
herg) to nA;ondery t did fi feldom ■'write" f yu, "^ I 

'bicn fo kind', tQ impmti it mifbt lt^ 

io ill mann ■ • refpeS. 1 aifwmpti 

thought that fitjficiiHt from mk , lab^i 

has al<wtrfs been hut too trouhlefome to you: bejldfi LinrnKn 

your a<verfion to impertinence^ - and God knenis fii very fri^ 

fvate a life as mine can fumijh a tetter nuitb little e^i} 

for I often am t^wo or three months ivitbout feeing any koeffi 

hefides the family ; and no^w my fifier is gone^ I am fibef^ 

to he more folitary than before, 1 am fill to thank you ififC 

yoitr care in my Tcftimonium, and it nvas to n;eiy:^od 

purpofey for I never 'was more fatisfied than in the^*Ufm(^ 

wiour of the Vni'verfity of Oxford to me, I had all tkfjd^tht 

Bttes I xould *wijh fory and fo many ■ ■•- - j 

favours, that I am ajhamed to heeve been more obliged ik tt 

fe'w tveeks to ft rangers ^ than ever I *u! as in feven years- ik^ 

Dnblin College, t am not to take orders till the King-^vm 

me a Prebendary: and Sir William Tbmple» tho\/U: 

promifes me the certainty of ity yet is lefs fornvard tban'h 

could viifi% hecavfey I fuppofe, he believes I ftbali leakfe ki^ 

and upon fome accounts^ he thinks me a little maffaryi 

to htm. If I.vjere .-; •»«i 

entertainmenty or doing you any fatisfaSion by m^. 

Utters y I Jball he very glad to perform ' it^tbat vmy^ 'ms I 

am bound to do it by all others, I am firry mf fbrtumi 

cjbooodf 
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jhmiUfiing mefo far from the hejt tfnr^ Relations^ but h^fe 
ikgt ijbail bsvi tbi hafpineft to fee you feme time or other, 
Pret^ tMj humble fer*vice to my good aunty and the refi of my 
f^iatiom, ffyou fleafe. 

• Yott do not fee in thefe few lines the leaft fymptoms 
tji^Suk pectiliar turn of phrafe* which afterwards ap- 

in ail hi3' writings ; even in his moil trsAing let- 
Neither his learning, nor his genius were yet 
Mrived to any degree of ripcnef»« Or perhaps the let- 
ttr^as rather the tSkldt of duty than inclination i and in 
dntt CAfe, the ftylc of it snuft be elaborate, and void 
of ill freedom and vivacity. It is dated from Moore 
Pitt^f near Fantham in Surry, i^re Sir William 
Tilif»LE then refided. 

• •4vnpr> as ibon as ho had quitted the Univerfity of 
O l i^^ lived with Sir William Temple as his friend^ 
atf xtakneftic companion* When he had been about 
t«tO jrears at Moore Park, he contraded a very long 
iM llangerons tHnefsy by eating an immoderate quan. 
tltfx^ fruit. To this furfeit I have often heard him 
gftribe that giddinefs in ^s head» which jvith in*^ermif- 
Mns fometimes of a longer,- and fometimes of a (horter 
teiCinnincei pnrfued . him tiU it feemed to compleat its 
Qitt^paclby by rendering him the exa£i image of one of 
fefi ^itm StruUhruggfy % miferable fpedacle, devoid of 
«very appearance of human nature, except the outward 



*^ In compliance to the advioe of his phyiicialis, when 
ke. wa« fnfiiciently. recovered to travel, he went into 
dMkm^ to try tj^e efiedls of his native air: and he 

found 
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ibiitofl ib much benefit by ^e 5<rariMf)ry ditt in coaflf^' 
mMioe to Us own inclinAtioiM, he icon retaiiie4' iMt 
Bf^lokd^ and was again inoft aflfliaiomttely teeeiir^d \iff 
Sir William Temple, who had now left M^ore Afe»4t 
and was fettled at Skeem^ wh^e he was often vifited hf 
King William. Here Swift had ffeqnent opporNU 
nities (^converfing with that Prince; in fome of whldr 
coaveriatioasi the King offered to make him a captafai 
0f horfe : an ofisr, whkh^ in fplenetic difpofitionSy M 
ahrrays ieemed fonry to hare rdiifed ; hut at that txflMi 
he had i^lved, witliin hii own nund, to take t>fdent 
and dtuing hit whole life^ his re(<^tiotts, like die de>^.< 
crees of fate, were immoveaUe. Thut deteminedhe 
again went over into IreUmd, and iiiiniediately ealiS^A 
himfelf under the banner of the Church. He was ic* 
commended by Sir William Timfle to Lord CAJtt; 
tiien Lord Deputy, who gave him ^ Ml vacaneyv ^ 
]Mbettd, of which the income was about an hondred 
yoonds a year. Swirr foon grewweiry of this pnei^ 
ferment: it wae not (bffidently confiderabk, andwii 
at fo great a diftance.from the metropolis^ 6iat it a&fi»> 
hieily deprived him of that kind of co nv e ifa don y^ 
feciety, in which he delighted. He had been ded ttt 
inry difibrei|t fcenet in En^and^ ahd had natural^ a|i 
averiion to folitude and retirement. He was glad th$n^ 
Csre to xefign his prebend in farotir of a friend, ted 
to retom to Sbiemtf where he Hved domeftically a5uf^|i( 
tin the death of Sir William Templi, who^ befiltfti 
legacy in money, lefV to him • (he care and Cmft' *i 
fablifliuig hi* p«ftkuiti(tn work*. 
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.:>\s duping my friend SWift''s refideace with Sir 
Wil'i'iAM Temple, he became intimately acquainted 
wj(h;a Lady^ whom he has diilinguiihed, .-and ofjteik ' ce- . 
lel^ratcd in his works, under the name of Svella ; I. 
cannot thin)c>'my Ham, that it will be improper to 
give you at once her hiilory ; although, according to the 
ifOlcs of biography,- 1 Ought perhaps to have delayed 
tbe account, till we arrived at that, period of his life^- 
w|ien he married her : but. as' I may have occafton to* 
^cak of her in .various: p^irts' of Swift^'s Works, and: 
^LS.fais jnaniier-of living with her will ihew you, how' 
IDUch he deviated from the common order of mbn, I- 
{hall fill up the refl of my letter with her extraordinary- 
Story. 

.. Stella's real name was Johnson; She was' the 
daughter of Sir "WTilliamTemple's fteward,'and the^ 
c Dncealed, • but undoubted * wife of Dr. Swift. ! Sir Wi l -: 
I.IA'M Temple bequeathed her in hi^ will-one thourandr 
pounds, as an acknowledgment of her father's faithful 
{etrices. I cannot tell how long (he remained in Evgr, 
lfln^9 or whether fhe made more journeys than one to. 
^Ifotd after Sir William Tcmple's death ; but if ^my! 
fttJRiffmations frc right,; fhe. was married to Dr. Swj^f ki- 
ijj^ year feventeen hundred and fixteen, by Dr. A^hb- 
t^sn bifhop of Closer, 

I .§TELLA was a moft amiable woman, in mind, and 
I^Jbn. She had an elevated undcrftanding, with all the 
^ejicacy and foftnefs of her fcx. Her voice, how- 
«ycp .fweet^ in itfclf, was ftiil rendered more harmonious 
by what ftie faid. Her wit was poignant witliout feve-* 
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lity. Her manners were humane, polite, eify, and 
Qnreienrecl. Wherever ihe came (he attraded atten-^ 
don and efteem.. As virtue was her guide in mora- 
lity, Sincerity was her guide in religion. She was con* 
ftant, but not oftentatious in her devotions. She was 
remarkably prudent in her converfation. -She had 
grea t flLfl l in mufic, and was perfedly well verfod In 
all the lefler arts due employ a lady^s leifnre. Her 
wit allowed her a fund of perpetual chearfulnefs : her 
prudence kept that chearfulnefs within proper limits* 
She exMBly anfwered the defcription of Penelofi in 
Homer. 

ji 'w$fHan lo^eUeft ef thi lo<vthf kind, 
& bodj firftSf and compUat in mind. 

Such was Stella r yet with all thefe accompIUh- 
SMBts &e never could prevail upon Dr. Swift to ac- 
knowledge her openly as his wife. A great genius matt 
tread in unbeaten paths, and deviate from the cpmmoai 
road of life : otherwife, furely a diamond of fo much 
luftre might have been publickly produced, although it 
had been fixed within the collet of matrimony : but 
the flaw, which in Dr. Swift's eye reduced the valoo 
of &ch a jewel, was the fervile ftate of her father, 
who, S3 has been (aid before, was a menial fervant t» 
Sir William Temple. Ambition and pride will, at 
any time, conquer reafbn and ju^ce ; and each larger 
degree of pride, like the larger fifties of prey, will de« 
V9ur all the lefs : thus the vanity of boafting fuck a 

sf; wife 
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wife was fupprelled by the greater vanity of keeping free 
from a low alliance. 

Dr. Si^iFT and jyirs^ John s.a* continued the fame 
ceconomy of life after marriage, which they had purfued 
before it. They lived in feparatc houfes ; lie remaining 
at the deanery, ihe, in lodgings, at a diftance from him, 
s^d on the; other fide of the river Lijy. Nothing ap- 
gparcd ia their .behaviour incoxifiilent with d^orum, or 
beyond the limits of platonij lave. They converfed like 
friends ; but they induilriouily took care, to fummon wit- 
iveifes of their convcrfation : a rule to which they adhered 
fo llridly, that it would be difticult, if not impolTible, to 
prove they had ever been together without fome third 
person. ; 

A condud fo extraordinary in itfelf alvyays gives room 
for various comments and refledlions : but, however un- 
accountable this 'renunciation of marriage rites might 
appear to the wt^d, it certainly, arofe not from any- 
^tonfcioufneiis loi po&. near, a confangninity between him^ 
and. Mrs. Jouksom, although the general voice of fame 
was willing to make them both, the natural children of 
Sir William T£mpl£. I am perfuaded, that Dr. 
Swift was not of that opinion ; becaufe, the fame falfe 
pride that induced Km to deny the legitimate daughter 
Qf an obfcure fcrvant, might have p:omp:ed him to 
•Wn the naural daughter of fo eminent a man as Sir 
William Temple. There are aiftions of which the 
true fources will never be difcovered. This perhaps is 
otoic. --I have told you the fad, in the manner I have 
received }t from feveral of SvVifi"S friends and rerations, 
• •' I and 
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and I muft leave you to make your own obfervations 
upon it. . / 

You may imagine, that a woman of ^ i ella's delicacy 
muft repine at fuch an extraordinary fituation. The out- 
ward honours, which fhe received, aae as frequently be- 
llowed upon a miftrefs, as a wife. She was abfolutely 
viiftuouS} and yet was obliged to fubmit to all the a]^ 
pearanoes of ^vicci.Mccept in the prefence.of thofe feir 
people^ wh(> were witneffes of the cautious manner ift 
wUch flie lived with her hufband, who fcorned, my Ha- 
MitTOK^ even to be married like any other man. 

Inward anxiety affeded by degrees the calmnefs of her 
flufld, and the ft^eagth of her body. She began to de* 
tline in ' her health in the yeiar feventeen hundred' atd 
^#iHity4b^'^ andfrofirtheifirftfymptomsof decay, fhe 
rat^utf' liafttned, ' than (hrank back in the deicent, tacitly 
pl^afed/ to -find h^ fbotflept tending to that place, 
where they neither marry, nor are given in marriage. Shb 
He^ i69^aids fhe end ^ January , feventeen hundred and 
t^ftiny-4eyen,- or. eight, abfolutely deftro^itd by the peea- 
MiaHry^*ol*^h%r fate : a fate, ^hkh pethaps (he could aoc 
l^ivt^ iti^rrecf by an alli^ttcei'with any other perfoB in 

■ Mf- I»pcr, rtiy time, and every circumftance, put' me 
'in 'liiind of affuririg you, my dear Hamilton, that 

'•' ■ I ' '• Tout moft affeBionati father^ 

:.,''* 7 ... ' : O R R E R y. 

:- -• C a LET. 
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•* ' ' • . ■ 

IJ<»»iv wkh you eatifely in ddnkbg SrftiriiA i»]ie ef the 
inoft unlbrtanate of kef fee* Her e«tafliY>phc was 
fiick as migkrhfive dnvrn piqr fioa a bieaft leff fofcep- 
tible of that {Taffi<m'£li3n -fours. Injurioaa treatnwBty 
difappointvd tore, a long lingoiBg illndTsy ware all cir- 
tumftances of the melancholy ikukL . Bo not futpriaed, 
my Hamilton, when I tell you, that ha nevar fpoko 
faf her widiout afigh: ibr foch is the peffcil aiie fe of 
Jiitnuii natture, diat we bewiil thofe peribacdead^ whom 
Wa treated cruelly when Ihrihg. fiiU» I am makuig ve* 
^flaaions» when I intended to write memokt* . Let ns re- 
ttarft to Swift. 

: Upon the death of Sir William TiMrtahe eiime to 
Imubny and toVk the earlieft opportimUy of ddnreniig a 
^petition to King William, under the cfaum^ t^fao* 
^miife.oiade by hit Majafty to Sir William TaM?LX, 
«* That Mr. S^vIPT fhoald hare the firil vacancy* which 
^ might happen among the prebends of Wifrmmjt9r or 
'' Canterbury.^ The promifes of kings are often a kiiid 
of chaff, which the breadi of a minifter i>Ioweth«, and 
fcattereth away from the fieice of a court. The peti* 
tloD had no effeA. Ft was either totally fc rg o tscn^ or 
dr6whed amidft the clamours of more orpnt claimt. 
From this firft difappointment, may probably be datedl 

Iktt 
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that bitternefs towards kings, and courtiers, which is 
to-be found ib lUiTerfalljf difporfcd diroughoot hia 
works. 

Aft«r a long and froitlefs attendance at Whitehall, 

Swirih ifdudantlf gave np all thoughts of a fetdement 

in England. He had dedicated Sir William Templets 

"works to the ^ing» The dedication was iiegle£led9 tfs 

did Ids Majefty t^e the leaft notice of him aft«r .|ir 

WibiiAM Templets death. What thqn was to be doi>e? 

honoar, or, to nfe a properer word, pride hindered- 

hhn from (laying long in a ftate of fervility and coo- 

tempt. He complied therefore with an invitation from 

the Earl of BaacLEY (appointed one of the Lords Ja- 

ftices in Irebmd) to attend him iu his chaplain and ^^ 

tcate fecretary. Lord Berkley landed near Wawfordi 

and'^Mr. Swirr aded as iecretary during the wJiplie jonr- 

'sey to DuUm* Bait another of Lord Berkley^, at^- 

dants, whofe name was Bush, had, by this dme^ iqfi* 

ntfllted kimfeif into the Earl's favour, and had tnht^rti 

te^kift Loidfliip, that the poft of iecretary was not pro- 

'pC^of IT derg3rmaa9 to whom only church preferments 

\Mld be fuitaUe or advantageous. Lend Berkley 

liftenad perhaps too attentively to theie infinoations, and 

^nttkhij^ fi>me (light apology to Mr. Swift, divefled him 

of that office, and beftowed it upon Mr. Busu. Here 

>kgain wai another dilappointment, and a frefh objed o( 

indignation. The treatment was thought injurioiis, and 

SWf^T eitppefled his fen(ibility of it in a (hort, batik* 

tfMSi copy of verfes entitled The Di/covtfy, 

:-aj C % How- 
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However, dcthng the government of the Earls of 
B£RKL£Y and Galway, who were jointly Lords Juftices 
of Ireland, two livin^^s, Laracor a ad Rnthbeggatiy were 
bellowed upon Mr. Swift. The fiul of thefe re6lories 
was worth about two hundred^ and the latter about ikxXy 
pounds a year; and they were the only ohurch pre- 
ferments that he enjoyed, 'till he was appoii>ted Dean 
of St. PatricJts, in the year feventeen hundred and 
thirteen. 

As {'oon as he had taken pofleffion of his t^yo livings, 
he went to refide at Laracor ^ and gave public no ace 
to his parilhioners, that he would read prayers on every 
Wednefday and Friday. Upon the fubfequent Wedncf- 
day the bell was rung, and the Re3^:: attended ia his 
defk, when after having fat fome tii.5.c, and finding the 
congregation to confifl only of himLix, and his clerk 
Roger, he began with gii^at Cw>nipo3(urc ^ and gravity, 
but with a turn peculiar to himfclf, " Dearly beloved 
" P.o G E R, the fcripiurc Tno^veth you and me in fund,-y f luces,""* 
And then proceeded regularly through the whole fervice. 
1 mention this trifling circumflancc only to fjie^v you, 
that he could not refill a vein of humour, \vhenever he 
had an opportunity of exerting it. 

.As I have given* you a particular example of his hu- 
mour, let me give you a particular inftance of his pride : 
cfpecially as it comes in properly enough in point of 
time. 

Whilfl Swift was chaplain to Lord Berkley, his 
only filler, by the confeht and approbation of her unr 
cles and relations, was married to a man in trade, 

whofe 
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^v/hois fortune, charader^ and fituation, were eA^^emed, 

by all her friends, fuitable for her in every refjpeft. 

.Ji|t, the marriage was endrcly difagriieable to her br9- 

rther. It (eemed to interrupt thofe ambitious .views/ 

.which, he had long fmce formed: He grew outragioiis 

-at the thoughts -of being brother-in-law to a tradcffnan. 

lie utterly refufed all reconcilijition with his fiHer, n9r 

.would he even liflen to the entreaties of his mother^ \^^0 

-casie oarer to Ireland, under the ilrong;cll hope^ of pffi- 

tiding his anger, having, in every other ioilaQce.'^ffiux^ 

him a dutiful, and an obedient fon : but his pcide w^s 

not to be conquered, and Mrs. Swift finding her fpA 

■ itifiekKble liaftened back to Lncefter^ where ihc contioaed 

tiU her 4ieat;h. 

V-: j>arkis( his siother's li&^me, he fcarce ;.ver f#ilod 
^XGIfSjl Iter an annual viilt. Bat his manna^ of travel. 
-iiAff was as'fingular as any other of his anions. He 
-^ftea went in a waggon; but more frequently walkod 
"from Holyhead to Leicefter^ London^ or any other pajt of 
'-Efi^and. He generally chofe to dine with waggoners, 
holUers, and perfons of that rank ; and he ufed to \yc 
'rat night' at the h6a£es where he found written ovei^. the 
idoor Lodgings for a pnny. He delighted in fceues of 
A>w life. The vulgar dialed was not only .a fund of 
diomonr for him, but I verily believe was acceptable %o 
Jiis nature ; otherwife I know not how to account ipr 
-the many filthy ideas, and indecent exprefiions (I inean 
indecent in point of bleanlinefs and delicacy) that will 
- be footid throughout his works. 

C 4 ineed 
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-f need not tell yoe, that a 6n&. rdldence at Larmto^^ 
^ru not in the leaft fuitable to his diTpafition. He was 
porpetoallf making excnrfions not onij to DMm^ mA 
otkter pailt of InUmd^ bat into EngUMd, efpccially to 
£m<Mr. So nunbliag a difpofition occaiioaed to him 
a..fiOttfiderabW lofs. The nch deanery of Dsrry be- 
niit Taeant at this time, and was intended fer him bf 
LacdBBaici«BT} if Dr. Kmo, then.Biihop of Dtrfy^ 
nmi afterwards Archbifhop of JXMtn^ had not inttf^^ 
P9ft4fl ciitreatiiig with great eameftaiefs, that die 
defnerj might be given to ibme grave and elderly di- 
▼me, rather than to fo yonng a man ; '^ becanfe (add-* 
«*^ the Bifbop) tlie fituatloi^of Darry is in the midft of 
*' ftieibyterians 1 and I ihould be glad, of a ciei(y« 
** jnan, y(iM would be of afliitance to.me^ I haf« n» 
<< elijdftion to Mr. Swift. . I know him to he a^pogpht* 
** Jy^ ingenious young man 3 but inlte^^ .pf ftfid. 
^' m^ I :d|u;e. iky, he will be eternally %iog j>ack- 
<' muds 4uid, forwards to London ; ^nd therefore I en. 
** treat/ that he may be provided for in fome other 
/ place.'' 

SwsFT was accordingly fet afide on iKCOnnt of 
yotob I bttty as if his ftars had defined to him a parallel 
revenge^ he lived to fee the Biihop of Dtrry afierwaidt 
let Hfide on account of age. That Prelate had been 
Archbilhop of Dublin many years, and had been long 
celebrated for his wit and learning, when Dr. Lihd- 
•BT, the Primate of Irehni^ died. Upon his death 
Archbiihop King immediately made dami to the Pri- 
macj^ as a preferment to which he had a right iiom 
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lib tekm in tlie fee oflhSSn, md ftom his acknowledge 
cd chafa&er in the church. Neither of thefepnteafion*'' 
^Mpemitnt. He w» looked lyon mi tt^ ftr mimtm 
M in years to be remored. The retibn alledged was 4s 
niiMtifying as the refofal itfelf : but the Archbiihop hod b» 
oj^wrtnnity of (hewing his refentment, except to Ae new- 
Primate Dr. fioLTER> whom he received at his own hoofib 
and in his dining parlour, without rifing from his ehldr^ 
aakdtowhOm hemMean apologfyby fijingy inhiinruilS- 
tanda of wity and mA, Us ufiial &eenng coantenanei^ 
** My Loid» I am certain your Graee will forgive ni^ 
^ becanie, TouknowIamtmMfrifi^* 

In dieyear lyoi. Swift took his Dodor'^s degree, and 
towads the latter end of diat year, or aocoidiAg sootfr 
abfttrd way of reckoning, in the year ij%\ Kmg Wnl. 
LiAMdied. Queen AiiHt*s reign win opes anewftend, 
and will probably afibrd me materials fbr more htsen 
than one. The more Hie better, when in eadi of 
I can afiure you, that your behaviour, as wcUasmj 
inclinations, obltf^metobe 

Touraffeff^naiiTaihera 

O Jt R E & Y; 
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<r ■ . , - 

ffT TP0.N .the death of Kiag .WitUAM* *nd the 
^'»\jj acceflion of Qu^^ AMNEr>Dr. (Swift ciuom into 
^^ngh»d, :]|;'caanot be denifsdj.tha^.thc dj^ief ininiftcrs 

of that Queen, whether diftinguilhed under the titles •£ 
I Whigs or'Tories, of Hi^h Church or of Low Chiirch, 
^ivere^ - from the b^giu^iag to tlic end of hcr.fcign^ en- 
jIB^iyvagers of 'le^f ni^,r a^^ patrons* pf ^earned m^. The 

lyi^ and. poets of (that arra were ^fAproaf aridjefninenc. 
i^nidll-ih«r qf9U4^,_yet ihining t a)3oye th^ r^^il;, trppearcd 

^r;.Sjvri»FX* r,: ; . • . . ',■;'. 

• •• * ■ 

Ipfe ante alios pulcherrimus omnes^ 

Infer t fe focium JEncas^ at que agmiua jiingit. 

It will be'" impombte, in • mentioning the reign of 
this Princefs, or in writing memoirs of Dr. Swift, to 
iivcfid \hi fie4*ent ufe of thofe cant words Whig and 
Tory, " tivo creatures^ fays a modern author, * fixho 
•* are horn ^witb a fecret antipathy to each other ^ and en- 
gage as naturally '■jjhen they meet^ as the elephant and 
rhinoceros,^'' In a mixture of thefe two jarrings ani- 






• » ^ » See the Spedator, No. 50. 

mals 
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mak cotiiifted the firft miniftfypf Queen Anne f botlle 

^eater ihare of the s^minilttration was conunttted'io llfB 

< WkigSy who^ with iodefatigabie indoftry, foon engtiAil 

' the whole ; enclofmg their Sovereign within their own 

fortifications, and keeping her captive within their oiMn 

. walls. The Q^ecn, whofe heart was nau^caliy iocluiilEl 

towards the Tories, remained an unwilling j^i£f!>&^'fy 

.veral years to the; Whigs ; till Mr. HAALfii}, iViTi^ia 

. Tory army, nndermined all the wkiggifli fortrffes^ j j yi |ti 

led their works, to the ground, feia^ed their, FxituceQ^^f^ 

during the remainder of her life, furronnded apdj^U- 

. fended her with . a new fet of troops under the cammaod 

of the Duke of Or MO N p. 

Dr. Swift was known, ta the great men of each 
^denomination: and although he foon attached hiqiUf 
bpqhly to the Tories, it is certain he had been bre4 Of, 
'aftd . educated with Whigs ; al leaft with fuch, whOjf ifi 
the Lexicon of Party, may be found ranged under tfayit 
title. His motives for quitting the lower vallics ,qf 
Whiggifm for the higher regions of Torifm app^r 
throughout his works. The perfons who had now jSg- 
nalized* themfelvcs as Whigs, had reaounced thofe Dii|* 
cipjes by which the old Whigs were denoted, '^jSl 
had embraced fevcral of thofe tenets of whldi ^c^r 
forefathers had either a real, or a pretended, abhc|« 
rence. The effefts of power and ambition are extxg* 
ordinary and boundlefs, they blind our faculties, tiugr 
dagger our refolution, and they fubvert our ,Ti§X\lfi$. 
Not all the meumorphofes of Ovid can produ£e^a\j|- 
^allel equal to the change that appears in. the fame 

man. 
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flum, when from a Patriot he becomes a Courtier : 
'f9t it may be aiTerted, and will redound to the honour 
eCDr. SwiFTy that when he rofe into the confidence 
and efteem of diofe great men^ who fat at the helm of 
alfiuTB during die laft years of Qneen Anne^s reigUy he 
Icirce erer loft himfelf, or grew giddy by the plenitude 
of f^iwttf and the exalted ftation of frequently appear- 
iM m the confidence, and favour of the reigning mi- 
tJmat. He may hare been carried away by inconfi- 
-4efeate pafiion ; but he was not to be fwayed by delibe- 
fite criL He may have erred in judgment, but he 
was upright in intention. The welfare and proiperity 
of thefe kingdoms were the conftant aim of his politics, 
«nd the immediate fubjed of his thoughts and writings. 
Bnt^ as Hamlet fays, ** Something too much of this,^* 
I;et us continue therefore to trace the footfleps of his 
life; in which fvarce any circumflance can be found 
MUerial ^om the year feventeen hundred and two^ till 
die change of the miniilry in the year feventeen hun- 
msfi and ten. During, this interval, he had worked 
/lird within thofe fubterraneous paiTages, where* as has 
.^lio^jhinted before^ the^ .mine was formed that blew, up 
lAfJl^ wh^iHi ramparts, and opened a way for the iTo- 
'9e^tQ the tjucen. Swift was to the Tories, what 
CiESAR was to the Romans, at once a leader of their 
artnies, and an hiiloriographer of their triumphs, tie 
^fifided very much in Eng/anJ: his inclinations were al- 
wkyt diere. His intimacy with Lord Oxford com* 
Henccd, as far as may be deduced from his works, in 
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OMfif 1709. In a poem written in the ye«r 1713, \m 

. 'Tfi (lit me fee) three years and nwte 
(Oftobcr next it njutU be four) 
Since Karlb Y bidnte firft attefnd^ '' 

Andchofe me for an bumble friend. , 

■■■•'."• 

And again in another poem written in the fame jreai)^ 

My Lord 'wonld carry on the jeft^ 
Anddonvn to Windfor take his gueft. 
Swift msub admires the place and air. 
And longs to be a Canon there. 
A Canon ! tbat^s a flace too mean^ 
Noy Doffor, yonjhall be a Deaft, 



\. . 



67 diis laft quotation, and by numberlers other in^ 
CtQces in his works, it feems undeniable that a kfAi* 
iiait in England vtzs dieunTaried objeft of Dr. Sn^if^i 
iftilntioii: fo that his promotion to a deanery in JrelMk 
¥ras rather a difappointment than a reward. In a kt« 
ter to Mr, Gay, he fays, " The befi and greart0 feOt 
^ of my life^ untill thefe lafi eight years^ ^ Jt^>^ l» Kn^- 
_** land^ There I made my friendjhips^ emd tbert 11^ tjff 
*• defires. I am condemned for ever to another cmntfy: *" 
'and in anfwer to a letter from Mr. Pope, who hid 
offered incenfc to him^ as to a tutelar faint In a fta^ of 

"Letter. 5. Vol. y. - ■ ^^ 

ieparadoKy 






f(||i^ation» be wrkot;tjMis,'. ^' 2«« ^r^ «» ill caibklii;^ 

** ©r « lu^r/f geographer ; yo-V / f^» a^ure youy Ireland ic.. 

not paradife; and I appeal e'ven to a Spanijh di^vine^ 

^whether addreffes ^wtre ff^ir made to h frl$^ iti bell 'or 

purgatory F ^'' I (hall cit^ no other quotations j ^at. 

yon will find in his letters; many expreffioAs -to the famei 
purport. 

Among the various branches, into which Swift's 

exutn&ve genius fpread itfelf, thofe peculiar talents of 

levelling his writings to the lowed, and fuilaining their 

dignity to the highell capacity, were probably the- ok* 

ginstl motives that attracted the Earl of Ox foil d's friend- 

ihip to him. In the- year 1709, the charafter of Dr. 

Swift, as an author, was p6rfe^ly eiUbliflied : he had 

(hewn abilities equal to thofe attributed by Homer to 

Ulysses: he could appear a beggar among ^beggars, and 

a king among kings. 

J From the year 1710, to the lateft period of Queen 

i^]i||(|i, .,we find hin^ fighting on the fide of the miniflersi 

ji^ rilidnta^ing, .^ir ' cau& in pamphlets, poems, and 

Hr^ci^f papfrft.^' jlp -on^f of hi& letters ^ Mr. I^ofk la^ 

Inn )hi»' expFaffion, " J ha^g ^t^trfid in ^fom^ frfedMtf, 

i} ^u^^tff^re Miniftert of'fiate, of all partiesy^ than ufuallj 

-* t^ppifftf^toinen ofmyJe*veli and Icofife/s, in their capacity 

^\^>^t^^Jhrf^\l l^k^upon them as a rate of people fwhofit 

** 4£j«Mtfff//7«C^ m man..'wculd court otluriu^e^^ thofi on the 

f\jfleot^ ■$f.vai2ityt of amhttiem^ **'* Lord Oxford, as 

1ft cC^tJgeman, and a fcholar, might be open and vux* 

refcrved to Dr. S w i f t, as far as his Lordfhip's 

• • * LetlBT 4. Vol. 7. ^ Letter 4. Vol. 7. 

nature 



nalure iMoul^ permit ; bat SLg a. -mimiler of ftuce hecTCff? 
app^acr^d myfterious and a&nigmatical, 'delivering Us org* 
clesf like the Delphian Deity, in occult terms wdtamhif 
guous expreiEons. 

^ Aman always appears of more confequenc^ to . hiaifclf, . 
than he. is in reality to any other perfon.. $ii€h perhaps ; 
was the cafe of Pr. Swift. He found himfelf muc^ iil« * 
dolged bythe.ikiileaj and conVerfadon of the Earl of 
Oxford. He knew how ufeful he was to the admintfi* 
tAtion in general : and in one of his letters (I think ^ 
fgme which I ha^re laft quoted) he mentions, that thfr; 
place of hiftoriogrsf^r -was int^ided for him ; bat . I i^/^ 
apt to fafped that l^e flattered himfdf too highly : at lca&; 
it is very evident^ xhat he remained without any prefer^- 
ment till the ye^r jr7 1 3* when he was made Dean of St^ 
Patrick's. In point of power and revenue, fuck a deapcr/- 
might be elleemed no inconfiderable promotion; b)it«ta. 
aA ambitious mind». whofe perpetual aim, was a fettle- 
njient in EMglatn^t aj^digaity in any other kia^dqai pm^ 
appear ^as perhaps it was defigned) only an hoAOuraUe^ 
aj^ profitably baniihment. . ^^ I 

. But, my Hamilton, I will never hide the freedoni 
of my fentiments from you. I am much inclined to be-* 
UcYC that the temper of my friend Swift might ooca- 
.&Qp hk£;f^^>^ friends to wifh him happily and propedj^ 
yromote4r at a diiiance. His fpirit» for I would give it 
{be^ib&cH name,, was ever untra6iable. The notions, of 
his genius were ' often irregular. He aflumed more dia 
air of a patron, than of a friend. He affefted rather 
to .didate than advife. He was elated with the ap- 
pearance 
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ptarance of enjoying miniAerial cpnlideiice. He en-' 
jaf ed the fludoKif : the fubftance was detained fitmi him. 
lit ym$ employed, not tnifted ; and at the fame tine 
that he imagined himfelf a fabtil diver, who dextronily 
fliot down into the profoundeft regions of politics, he was 
filffered only to foand the fhallows neareft the (hore, and 
was fcarce admitted to defcend below the froth at the 
tap. Perhaps the de^r bottoms wett too nmddy for Us 
iftfpedioB. 

By reflexions of this (bit we may account for his diC* 
i^pohitmenit in an Engiijh biflioprick. A difappotntment 
ilUch, he ima^ned, he owed to a joint application made 
i^nfthim to tile Qaeen by Dr. Sharfe, Axthbiihop of 
T^rky and by a Lady of die hi^eft rank and chara^cr. 
Archbifiiop Sharps, according to Dr. 8wipt*s acconnt; 
Imi. reprefented him to the Q^een, as a pcrfon who was 
ikota Chriftian ; the great Lady had fopported die afper- 
fion; and the Queen, apim fach affmances, had gives 
away die bKhoprkk, contrary to her Msjefty*s firjft intea* 
rions. Swirr kept htmfclf indeed withHi Ibme tolerable 
boimds, whenhefpoke of theQgeen: but hb indignatioii 
kfiew no limits, when he mentioned the Archbifiiop, or 
the I*ady. 

Bafisefs and ceremony, (two commanders, thtt I hope 
yon win HH under much more willingly dian I cato) ^tt 
ine away ftom my fetter^ although noditng can ever cafl 
away my thoughts from you, or interrupt the tcn^cnnfr 
with which I am, dear Hamilton, 

ORRERY. 

LET- 
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.0 ST pe<^et my dear Ham, loe foB4 of * 
retdemcnt in. their native coantry: bot.Dc* 
SwtFT had little reason t9 fQoijce in the Uad where ]|ia 
lot had fallen : for, upon }m artivid in Inhatd to ^kfl; 
pQjBfe^on of the .deanery/ he found the violence ejt. 
parQ^ ragmg in that. kingdoiOi tp the hi^eft degrM^. 
The cpounon people were taught to look upon him aa 
ai ja^obitf.i and,they. proceeded To far in their detefta-* 
tion, «»; >o. throw ftones and dirt at him as he pailb^ 
through the ftreeu. The (:hapter of St. Patrick\ lik^ 
the reH of the kingdom, received him with great ro* 
ludance. They (hwarted him in every point that he 
propofed. He was avoided as a peftilence. He was 
o]^fed as an invader. He was marked pat as an ene« 
my to his country. Such was his firft reception t| 
Dean of ^t. Patrick*^. Fewer talents, and lefs £n[|«i 
nefs; muft have yielded to fo outragioos an pj^lltioai^ 
fid contra audentior that. He had feen enough of hik- 
isnan nature, to be convinced, that the paflions of low, 
-leif'inlerefted minds, ebb and flow continually. They 
love they know not whom, Okkty hate they know npf 
why : they aie captivated by words : guided by nain^ : 
and govcme^ by accidents. $ACiutvauLL and tbt 

. D CbuTKh 
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Qndrcb had been of as great fervice to one party in 
t^e yea; ijio^^as Pofery and Slaverj wm to the other 
in the year 1713. But, to ihew you the ftrange revo- 
lutions in this world. Dr. Swift, who was now the 
deteilaticm of the Irijh rabble, lived to be afterwards 
the moil abfolttte monarch over them that ever go- 
verned men. ' 

« liis iftrft Aep was tio reduce to reafon v^d obecB^encf 
Ms reverend brethren the chapter of St. PairicJ^ 1 1% 
which he (iKceaded fo perfedly, and fo fpeedily, that 
ill- a fiiort tibie after his arrival, not one member of 
that body offered to contradict him, even in trifles. Oa. 
ikkt contrary, they held him in the higheft refped^ and 
▼enerauon ; fo that he fat in the Chapter houfe, like 
JuFiTER in the Synod of the Gods. Whether fear or 
convi&ion were the motives of fo immediate a change, 
I leave yoa to cohiider, hut certain it is 

- • Vtro Fbahi chorus ajfumxerit omnis, 

" Swift made no longer a ilay in Ireiand, in the yt9x 
tyijj than was reqnifite to eftabliih himielf as Dean, 
ft£3 to pidfs through certain cuftoms and formalities, or 
tfi uft hla own wc^, 

through aU vexations^ 
'- fatintSy JnfhUmtnts^ Aljurations, 
* firft FrmtSi and Tenths ^ and Chafter -Treats , 
*"JEI|aii7, f^ymmth Fees, Demands, and^^Cheats. 

»'■■-'■ m • 

' • * '• ^ Daring 
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j3urlng the time of Aefe ceremonies he kept a cdh- 
itaht correfpon JenCe with h!s friends in England : kit 
of whom were eminent, either in birth, ftation, or ^U-' 
lities. Among thefe, Ut me begin with the name ot. 
Mr. Pope. The world has already feep a long ferieal 
of their correfpondence: but a remarkable letter of Mir. . 
ToPB*« having been lately communicated to me, and 
bearing date at the latter end of the year 1713, a^ I 
cannot part with the original, I will fend yon a verj^ 
fsuthful copy of it. I ftibuld firft fay, that it is in ah- 
fwer to one from Swift, wherein he tad jocofely 
made an offer to his friend of a fum of money, ex caiflt 
relighnisy or, in plain englifh, to induce Mr. Pope td 
change his religion. The wit of the letter itfelf Will 
excufe all farther commentaries. 

Binfield, Decemher 8, I7X3» 
SIR, 
AT T to trouhle you at prefent tvtth a recttitl of all 
my obligations to you, t /hall only mention t*wo things^ 
*which I take particularly kind of you : your dejire that / 
Jhould ijurite toyou^ and your propo/al of gin/ing me twenty- 
guineas to change my religion y nuhicH Idf you muft gi*vi mi 
lea've to make the fuhjeSt of this letter. 

Sure no clergyman ever offered fo much out of his owk 
purfe for the fake of any reUgion, ^Tis almojl as many 
pieces of gold, as an Apoftle could get of fl-ber from the 
friefts ofoldy on a much more valuable confideration, 1 
believe it nvil/ be better *worth my ' <while to propofe a 
ehanfi of my faith by fuhfcripfimy than a tranfation bf 

D 2 H0M£R. 
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Homer. AmJLu cmtvince pu^ bow *weU HJ^fed I om. ti 
thtrtfimuUHn^ I/ball be amtnUf if jou cmn frevail nuiibi 
m^ Lord ^rtafuTir^ and tbe mnifirjy to rife to tbefami 
JuMf iMcb oftbem, on tbis pious account ^ as my LordHAh'" 
LiFAX bos done on tbe frofant one, 1 am afraid tbere*s 
no being at once a foet and a good Cbrifiian, and I am 
nfery mucb firmtened befween two, tubile tbe Wbigs femt 
nmlUng to contribute as mucb^ to continue me tbe one^ tfs 
you nvouldy to maie me tbe otber. But, if you can move 
every man in tbe government, nubo bas above ten tboufmd 
pounds a year, tofubfcribe as mucb asyourfe/f, I fball be- 
come a convert, as moft men do, nvben tbe Lord turns it 
to my interejt, 1 bnovj tbey bave tbe trutb of religion fi 
mucb at beart, tbat tbefd certwdy give more to bave met 
good fuljeS tranflated from popery to tbe cburcb ofEn^zaip 
iban tvoenty beatbernfif autbors out of any unknown tongw 
« into ours. 1 tberefore eommijjion you, il^. Dean, voitbfnll 
antbority, to tranfoB tbis affair in my name, and to pro* 
pgfe as- fdlovjs. Firft, tbat as to the bead of our church, 
tbe Pope, I mttf engage to renounce his poFwer, vjhenfoever 
IJhall receive amy particular indulgences from tbe head of 
your church, tbe ^ueen. 

As to communion in one bind, IJhall alfo promife to change 
it for communion in both, asfoon as the nuniftry vjtll al- 
low me. 

. For invocations to faints, nunefiall he turned to dedicati- 
ons toftnmrs, viben IJhall find the great ones of this vDorld as 
voilling to do me any good, as 1 believe thofe of the other are. 
You fee I Jhall not he ohjtinate in the main points ; bui 
there is one. article I mssft referve, and which you fumio 

moi 
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not unnvtiltng to alhnv me^ fnyer/hr the deeui, There mr9 
people to nuhofe fouls I nvijb as nvell as to my otvn ; and J 
fnuft crave leave humilj to ley before them, that though thf 
fabfcriptions ahovementioned voill fuffice for mjfelf, there art 
neceffary perqmfites and additions y *which I muft demand om 
the fcore of this charitable article. It is alfo to be confix 
deredf that the greater part of thofe, ^whofe fouls I am 
moft concerned fir, tvere unfortunately heretics, fchifmatics^ 
poets, painters, or perfons of fuch lives and manners, as 
fevi or no churthes are voilling to favt, The expence nmll 
therefore be the greater to make an effeSual provifion for tb§ 
faid fouls. 

Old "DsLYiiEtJ, though a Roman Catholic, nvsu a poeii_ 
and *tis revealed in the vijims of fome ancient faints, thmi, 
no poet vuas ever fan ed under fome hundred of maffes, I 
cannot fet his delivery from purgatory at left than fif^^ 
pounds fterltng, 

Walsh vjus not only a Socinian, but (nvhat you'll mom 
is harden to befaved) a Whig, He cannot modeftly be reiUd 
at lefs than an hundred. 

L^EsTRANGSy being a Tory, nue compute him but 0i 
tvjenty pounds, which I hope no friend of the party can duty 
to give, to keep him from damning in the nixt life, conft* 
dering they never gave himfixpence to keep him from flaro* 
ing in this. 

All this together amounts to one hundred and feventy poundsy 

In the next place, I muft defere you to reprefent, that 
there are fever al of my friends yet living, whom I defign% 
Cod vnlling, to outlive, in conjideration of legacies -, out 
of vsJM it is m doMrim in the refnwid chnreh, that not 

P 3 a farthing 
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farthing fit^l h$ ^ofwtdio favt their fault maho gffni^ 
item, 

■ Therf is oaf * * * * <who ^wiU djfe <within thefa fenjot 
mmths^ nmth ******* exif 3fif. Jervas, *wha hath 
pvevoufiy offindsd in making ihe likenefs of almoft ail 
things in heanten ahomt and earth hilow ; and one Mr^ 
Gay, an unhappy youth^ *who nxmtis pafioraU during thg 
^hnt of divine fermcey whofe cafa is the more deplorable^ at 
it hath mifirahly lawfifed OFway all that filijer he JhouU 
home refor<vedfor his fouPs healthy in buttons and loops for 
Us coat. 

lean t pretend to haa/e thefe people honefily fa'ved under 
Jme hundred pounds^ ^whether you eonjider the difficulty of 
fiuh a nvorky or the extreme love and tendemefs I bear 
$ke m 9 vjhich tuiH infallibly make me pt^ this charity as 
Jlkr as Jam able, There is but one more vihofe fahoation I 
infijl upon, and then I have done : hut indeed it me^ prove 
ef.fo much greater charge than all the refi^ that 1 vjillonly 
lay, the cafa be/ire. yosi and the mimfiry^ an4 leave to their 
fnuUnce andgeneroftty, what fum they Jhall think ft te 
iefiemi upen. it, 
Ihe.perfon Imean^ is fir. Swift ; a dignified clergy^ 
I, hut one^ vfho^ by his own confejfion, has compojed 
libels thanfermons. If it be true^ what I have heard 
eften affirmed by innocent people, That too much vuit is dan^ 
gtrems to falvation, this unfortunate gentleman mufi cer* 
$aetUy be damned to all etermty. But, I hope his long ex- 
ferknce in the world, aa4fre^^ent cimverfatiau with great 
$mit, nuill caufe him (as it he^ feme others) to have lefe 

emdleftvdtefvefy.d^* Miif. tif^ if 0^44 IJb^ noi 

tbiuk 
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ihink ^ immfiul difirstdH Ufmm^ if I did not ekdai- 

^>our to favi his ; fori have all the obligaHonjs^ in naiate 

to him. He has hnught mi into hitter comfatty -thaml 

cared for y made me merrier when I njoasjick than I bad. a 

mind to be^ and put me nfon making fiems on purfefoj that 

hi might aiter them t^c, : 

IoH€e thought I could nemer have dijcharged my debt $o 

bis kindnefsy hut ha^e lately been informedy to my UM/famk- 

Me comfort y that I have more than paid it all. Fur, 

MoN§iEVR DE MoNTAGNE hos affured miy ** that ike 

'* per/on nvho recei^ves a benefit obliges the giver ;" fir 

fince the chief endeawow^ of one friend is f do good to the 

other y he nuho adniHtiftett both the matop etkd ^eccafiem^'.if 

\ihi man *iifho is liberal. At this rati it iS' isnpufibh flA. 

SsFfitr Jhould hi ever out of my debty as matters >fiand etL 

Teaefy: andy for the fhtHrOy he may expeS dedfy ^maru uh- 

"ligations from 

his mofifaithfuly ofiBimiati —1 

..... ... ..^ 

bumbk fervani -^ 

Ihavefinijhed the Q^ape of thd^Lock, but I believe I 
may ftay here ////Chriftmas, vnthout hindrance of bujinefs^ 

In the beginning of the year I7i4> Swift returned 
to England, He found his great friends, who fat in 
the feat of power, much difunited among themfelves. 
He faw the Queen declining in ber health, and diU 

D ^ trefled 
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irefled in her fitoatUm : while faftion was exerting it* 
felfy and gathering new ftrength ever/ day. The part 
which he had to aft * ii(K>n this occafion, was not fii 
^if&cult> as it was difagreeable. He exerted the utmoft 
of his ikillto reunite die mimftert, and to cement the 
apertures of the ftate. I could defcend into very mi- 
nute particulars, were I to tell you what I have heard 
him fay upon this occafion : but, my deareH Ham, l<|t 
me fpeak to you with my ufual fincerity. We are«t 
prefient too near that sera, and have had too many on- 
expe&ed confequences from it, either to judge impar- 
iiall)p, or to write undauntedly, of thofe tempeftuons 
fimoft. Beccmtented if I tell you, that as foou «$ 
8«rirr fbond his pains fruitlefs, his arguments unavail- 
ing, and his endeavours, like the ftone of Si8YPuui» 
ndling back upon himfelf, he retired to a friend^a 
honfo in BerJ^S^e, where he remained till the Queen 
died. So fatal a cataibophe put a final period to all 
his views in Efflamlp and made him return, as fail as 
poffiblo, to his deanery in Mand^ loaded with thofe 
agonising paffions, grief and difcontent. I am forry to 
leave him in fo uneaiy a fituation, but I mufi haften to 
fidrfcribe my&lf> 

Tsar affeif{9fu^$ Fatbir 
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LETT E R VI. 

WE are iu>w> dew HAMfLT(ni« no lohf^tb 
behold Dr. Swift of any importance in Sm^ 
gUmd: his hopes there are cruiihed for ever : his miai^ 
fterial friends are degraded, banilhed, or impiifindL 
.Indecent rage, fangcunary zeal, and ill-tempered 16]^ 
alty cevelled at large .thronghont the three kingdom^ 
efpecially in InloMdj where dneb were foug|it dmoAr 
every week, and where the peft was fa aniver{al> ' tbifc 
the ladies were as violent as the gentlemen. £v«ar 
children at fchool quarrelled for Kings, infteadof figh^ 
ing for apples. 

As Swift was known to have been attached to dii . 
Qoeen*s laft miniftry* to have written againft- dii 
Whigs, and " to hav$ oiUdmanf a fyriug ijohith Haiiti 
'* LET tmvedi'' he met with freqnent indignities frmk 
the popolace, and indeed was equally abafed by pe vidl l l '. 
of all ranks and denominations. Such a treatment 
foured his temper, confined his acquaintance, and add- 
ed bittemefs to his ftyle : and, fmce the future part of 
his life and writings is to differ, in all circumftanceB. ft 
widely from the paft, fince his fludies' and companibnsi 
his politics and his cuftoms, are now to be altered and 
exchanged for new habkt» new friends/ new ambition, 

and 



and a new world, fufFer me, my Ham, to take a gene- 
ral review ofifim as an author. 

If we confider his profe Works, we fhall find a cer- 
tain mafterly concifenefs in their ftyle, that has never 
been equalled by any other writer. The truth of this 
aflertion will more evidently appear by comparing 
him with fome of the authors of his own time. Of 
^efe Dr. Tillot^ov, and Ml'. Addison, are to l>e 
jKRnbered among the moft eminent. Addison bas all 
liie powers that can captivate and improve : his didion 
jf^ eafy, his periods are well turned, his exprefiions afe 
Jtowing, and his humour is delicate, Tillotsok is 
jiervtmsy grav^y snajeftic, and perfpicuous. We mok 
1^ both thefe chara^rs together to form a tme idea 
j«f Dr. Swift : yet as he outdoes Addyson in humour, 
f^m excels TiLLOTsoM in perfj^cuity. The ArcU)i{hop 
iadeed confined himfelf to fubjeds relative to his prOFw 
fefiloi>: but Addison and Swift are jnbre diffufive 
frtitets. Th^ eontinually vary in their maniier, and 
Mat difiei*ent topjijcs ,in a different ftyle. When tht 
Wiitiligs of AnDisoff tersujiafie in party, hi lofes himr- 
fdf extremely, and from a'delicate, and joft comedian*, 
deviates into of^ of the loweft kind *. Not fo Dh. 
jSwiPT; he appears like, a mafiterljr gladiator. He 
ilFields the fword of party witheafe, juftnefs and dex- 
lersty :, and while he entertains tk^ ignorant and the 
i^pac, he draws an equal attention from the learned 
fKidthie peaC When he is fcrious, his gravity be^ 

• Siee the papers entitled jthe Freeholder. 
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fOXDjt^ him. When he laughs, his readers mull laagi| 
with him. But^ what (hall be faid for his love of tri> 
B/^, ai)d his want of delicacy and decorum ? Errors 
that if he did not contrail, at leaft he encreafed in L:sr 
land. They are without a parallel. I hope they wi]ii 
.evef remain fo. The firft of them arofe meerly from 
)us tove of flattery, with which he was daily fed la 
that kingdom : ^e fecond proceeded from the mifan- 
thropy of his diipoiition, which induced him peeviihiy 
to del>aCe mankind^ and even to ridicule human nature 
itfelf. Politics were his favourite topic, as they gave 
him an opportunity of gratifying his anibition, a^ 
thirft of pow^r : yet even in this road, he feldoni 
.continued long in one particular path. He has wriOieii 
tnifcellaneoufly> and has chofen rather to appear a wan? 
dering cqmet, than a fixed flar. Had he applied thjp 
faculties of his mind to one great, and ufeful work, hi^ 
iQuft have fhined more gloriouHy, and might have ea? 
listened a whole planetary fyflem in the political 
world. 

.The poetical performances of Dr. Swift ought to 
be coniidered as occafional poems written either tt 
pleafe, or vex fome particular perfons. We muft not 
fuppofe them defigned for pofterity : if he had cnkivatr 
ed his genius in that way, he muft certainly have exr 
celled* efpecially in (atir. We fee fine iketches, in fe» 
veral of his pieces : but he feems more deiirous to jiy 
form, and fbengthen his mind, than to indulge thft 
luxuriancy of his imagination. He choofes to dlfcover, 
and correfi errgn. in the^ works of others^ rather thaa 

to 
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to«^ niuftrate, and add beauties to his own. Like a 
ftilful ardft. He is fond of probing wounds to thei^ 
depth, and of enlarging them to open view. He ftt- 
fers cauflicsy which erode proud flefli, to fofter balfa* 
sues, which give more immediate eafe. He aims to 
be feverel/ ufefql, rather than politely engaging t 
and as he was either not formed, or would not take 
pains to excel in poetry, he became, in f<Hne meafiire^ 
foperior to it ; and aiTumed more the air and manners 
of a critic, than of a poet. Had he lived in the f&m^ 
fige with Horace, he would have approached nearer to 
lum, than any other poet : and if we may make aA 
mllowance for the different courfe of ftudy, and diffibr- 
ent form of government, to which each of thefe great 
men were fubje£l, we may obferve, in feveral inilancesy 
ft flrong refemblance between them. Both poets are 
equally di(lingui(hed for wit and humour. Each dif« 
plays a peculiar felicity in didion: but of the two, Ho- 
lE^ACE is the more elegant and delicate : while he con* 
demns, he pleafes. Swift takes pleaiure in ^ving 
pain : . the diifimilitude of their tempers might be ow- 
ing to the different turns in their fortune. Swift ear- 
ly formed large views of ambition, and was difappoint- 
cd. Horace, from an exiled low date rofe into alHu- 
tnce, and enjoyed the favour and friendfhip of Au- 
crusTvs, Each poet was the delight of the principal 
perfons of his age. Cum magnis vixiffe was not more 
applicable to Horace, than to Swift. They both 
were temperate : both were frugal i and both were of 
Uie fame Epicurean tafte, Horack had his Lyi^ia, 
^' Swift 
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Swift had^ his Vanessa. Houacs had hlsM.ccsNA< 
and his Agrippa. Swift had his Oxford, and IiAiT 
BoLiNCBROKE. HoRAcr had his ViRciL, Swift ha)dF 
his Pope. 

After the great names, which I have juft now me)!- 
tioned, it is matter of aftonifiiment to find the fainl^ 
perfon, who had enjoyed the higheK, and the beft con- 
verfation, equally delighted with the lowed and die 
word: and yet it is certain, from Swift's fettlement 
in Dublin ^ Dean of St. Patricias, his choice of com- 
panions in general ihewed him of a very depraved 
tafte. 

From the year feventeen hundred and fourteen, tiU 
he appeared in the year twenty a champion for Irelemi 
againfi Wood's halfpence, his fpirit of politics, and of 
jpatriotifm, was kept almoft dofely confined within his 
own breaft. Idlenefs and trifles engrofled too many of 
his hours : fools and fycophants too much of his con- 
verfation. However, let me obferve to you, that the 
treatment which he received, after the death of Queen 
Ann, was almoft a4nfficient reafon to juftify a contempt, 
if not an abhorrence, of the human race. He had brave- 
ly withftood all hoftile indignities, during the life time 
of that Princefs; but when the whole army of his 
friends were not only routed, but taken prifoners, he 
dropt his fword, and retired into his fordficatibn at 
Didtlin^ from whence he feldo'm flirred beyond the limits 
of his own garden, unlefs in great indulgence' to fome 
px^rticular favourites* 
His atttndaacc upon the publice fervice of the church was 

(Cg^lar 
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regular and oninterrapted : an<l indeed regularity wti 
peculiar to him in all his adions, even in the greateft 
trifles. His hours of walking, and reading, never va- 
ried: His motions were guided by his watch, which was 
fo conftantly held in his hand, or placed before him up- 
on his table^ that he feldom deviated many minutes, ia 
the daily revolution of his exercifes and employments. 
His works, from the year 1714, to the year 1720, 
are few in number, and of imall importance. Poems, 
|o* Stella, and trifles to Dr. Sheridan, fill up a 
great part of that period. 

In the year 1720, he began to re-aflume, in fome 
degree, the chara&er of a political writer. A fmall 
pamphlet in defence of the Irijh wumufa&ures^ was, I 
believe, his firft eflay (in Ireland) in that kind of writ- 
ing: and to that pamphlet, he owed the turn of the 
popular tide in his favour *. His fayings of wit and 
humour had been handed about, and repeated from 
time to time among the people. They had the effeft 
of an artful preface, and had pre-engaged all readers ia 
his favour. They were adapted to the underftanding, 
and pleafed the .imagination of the vulgar : and he was 
now looked upon in a new light, and difUnguifiied by 
the title of THE DEAN. 

The flux and reflux of popular love and hatred are 
equally violent. They are often owing to accidents, 
but fometimes to the return of reafon, which, unaflifled 
by education, may not be able to guide the lower dafs 

* See Letter 16th, 
• I of 
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4Ppt6^, into tke rigkt track at tkt beginning, but will 
b6 fafKcient to keep ^ih in it, when experience 'hat 
jointed- 6Qt the road. The pamphlet/ proposing the 
sniverial ufe of iHfi mannfadlares ivithin the kingdom^ 
had captivated all hearts. Some Httle puces of poetry t€ 
the fame purphfe were no lefs acceptable and engaging. 
The attachment which the Dean bore to die true in-T 
tereft of hehnd^ was no longer doubted. His patriot- 
ifib was as manif€ft>^a8 his wit. He was looked apon^ 
with pleafure and refped, as he pafTed through die; 
ftreeis ! and he had attained fo high a degree of pojm- 
kurity, as to become an arbitrator in the difputes of 
property among his neighbours : nor did any man dare 
to appeal from bis opinion, or to murmur at his deciees; 
- But the popular affefHon, which the £)ean had hither- 
to Bcqnired, may be faid nbt to have been aniverfaly t3f 
die publieadon of the Drapier^s letters; which made 
i^-ranksy and all profeffions unanimous in his applaufe. 
The occafion of thofe letters was a fcardty of copper 
coin in hehmiy to (b great a degree^ that for fome 
time pad the d^ef manufafhrrers thtoughout the king- 
dom w^re obliged to pay their workkien in pieces of 
tin, or ih othd)' tokens of itippoiitittdus value.' Such i 
method was very diikdvlintageous to the tower pans of 
traffic, and was in general an impediment to the com- 
merce of the ftate. To remedy this evil, the late King 
granted a patent to William Wood, to coin, durini 
the term of fourteen years, farthings and halfpence la 
Wnf^&imlfoT the ii& of InUmd, to die value of a certain 
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fiijn fpecified. Thefe hftlfpenoe and faurthings were t^ 
be received by t&ofe perfons, who would volantauily wc^ 
cept them. But the patent was thought to be of foclt 
dangerous confequence to the public, and of fuch exor*; 
bitant advantage to the patentee, that the Dean, under 
the chara&er of M. B. Drapier., wrote a letter *to tho 
people, warning them not to accept Wood's halfpence 
and farthings as current coin. This firft letter was fuc- 
ceeded by feveral others to the fame purpofe, all whiek 
are in&rted in his works. 

At the found of the Drapier's trumpet, a fpiiit 
arofe among the people, that, in the eailem phrafe, 
was liJii unto a tempefi in the day of the nuhirlwind^ Eye*^ 
ry perfon of every rank, party, and denomination, 
was convinced, that the admiflion of Wood's copper 
mnft prove fatal to the commonwealth. The Papifl^ 
the Fanatic, the Tory, the Whig, all lifted themfelyia 
volunteers under the banner of M. B. Drapier, and woe 
all equally zealous to ferve the common caufe. Muck 
heat, and many fiery fpeeches againil the adminiftra* 
tipn, were the confequence of .this union i nor had the 
flames been allayed, notwithflanding threats and pro- 
damations, had not the coin been totally fuppreffedf 
and had not Wood withdrawn his patent. 

This is the moft fuccind account that can be given of 
an affair, which alarmed the whole Lrijb nadon to 
a degree that in a lefs loyal kingdom muft have 
fomented a rebellion : but the ftedfaft loyalty of th^ 
Irijht and their true devodon to the prefent royi^ 
family is immoveable ; and although this unfortunate na- 
I turn 
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tion may net hitKerto tave fSunA many diftinguifhing 
inarks of favour and indulgence from the throne j yet it 
k to be hoped, in time they may meet with their re- 
ward. 

The name of Aitgustus was not bellowed upon 
OcTAVius C^sAR with more univerfal approbation, 
than the name of Thk Drapier was beftowed upon 
The Dean. He had no fooner affumed his new cogno- 
pterty than he became the idol of the people of Ireland 
to a degree of devotion, that in the moft fuperftitious 
dountry fcarce any idol ever obtained. Libations to his 
health, or, in plain englifti, bumpers were poured forth 
to the Drapter as large and as frequent as to the glorious 
and iynmortal memory of K, William the third. His 
^jgie§. was painted \ti every ftreef in t>uhbn. Accla- 
mations and vows for his profperity attended his foot- 
fteps wherever he pafTed. He was confulted in all points 
relating to domeftic policy in general, and to the trade 
of Ireland va particular : bat he was more immediately 
looked upon as the legiflator of the weavers, who fre- 
quently came in a body, confining of fifty or fixty 
chieftains of their trade, Jto receive his advice, in fet- 
ding the rates of their manufadlures^ and the wages of 
their journeymen. He received their addrelTes with 
lefs majefty than fternnefs, and ranging his fubjefis in a 
circle round his parlour, fpoke as copioufly, aild with as 
Ijttle difficulty ^nd heiitation, to the feveral points ia 
which they fupplicated his afliftance, as if trade had 
been the only ftudy and employment of his life. When 
elections were depending for the city of Dublin^ many 

B corporationlr 
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corporations refufed to declare themfelves, till t 
had confulted his fentiments and inclinations, wl 
were pundlually followed with equal ckearfulnefs 
fubxniflion. In this date of power, and popular 1 
and admiration, he remained till he loft his fenfet 
lofs which he feemed to forefee, and prophetically 
mented to many of his friends*. 

I have now conduced the Dean through the moft 
terefting circumflances of his life to the fatal per. 
wherein he was utterly . deprived of reafon. If y 
curioiity leads you to enquire into the particulars 
that misfortune, it mufb be the fubjed of fome fui 
letter : for^ at prefent, I think it is time to indulge ] 
felf in a/Turing you, that I am with an inexprefl 
warmth of heart, my dear Hamilton, 

Tour moft affeBionate Father 
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Letter vir. 



My dear Hamilton, 

YO U feem not only defirous, but impatient, that 
I ihould pafs criticallx thorough all the works 
of my friend Swift. Your requeft is unreafonable if 
you imagine, that I muil fay fomething upon every in« 
dividual performance. There are many pieces that I 
defpife, others that I loath, and others again that delight 
and improve me. Thefe lail fhall be difcuiled parti- 
cularly. The former are not worthy of your notice. 
They are of no farther ufe than to (hew us, in general^ 
the errors of human nature ; and to convince us, that 
neither the height of wit, nor genius, can bring a man 
to fuch a degree of perfedlion, as vanity would often 
prompt him to believe. 

In a difquifition of the fort which you require, t 
fhall avoid as much as poflible any annotations upon 
that kind of fatir, in which the Dean indulged himfelf 
igainft particular perfons : mod of whom it is proba- 

£ 2 ble 
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ble had provoked his rage by their own mifcondudl, and 
confequently owed to their own rafhnefs the wounds 
which they received from his pen : but I have no de* 
light in thofe kind of writings^ except for the fake <f{ 
the wit, which, cither in general, or in particular fa- 
tir, is equally to be admired. The edge of wit will al- 
ways remain keen, and its blade will be bright and fhining, 
when the ftone, upon which it has been whetted, is 
worn out, or thrown afide and forgotten. Perfonal fatir 
againil evil magiflrates, corrupt minifters, and thofe 
giants of power, who gorge themfclves with the en- 
trails of their country, is different from that perfonal 
fatir, which too often proceeds merely from felf-lovc, 
or ill -nature : the one is written in defence of the pub- 
lic } the other in defence of ourfelveJ. The one is 
armed by thefword ofjiiflice, and encouraged riot only 
by the voice of the people, but By the principles of 
morali^ : the other is didated by paffion, fupportcd 

/by pride, and applauded by flattery. At the fame 
(ime that I fay this, I think every man of wit has a 
right to laugh at fools, who give offence, or at cox- 
combs, who are public nufances. Swift indeed has 
left no weapfitr of farcafm untried, no branch of fatir 
uncultivated : but while he has maintained a perpetual 
war againft iht mighty men in power, he has remained 

invulnerable, if not vidlorious. 

Upon a review of the Dean's writings, it cannot be 

fttfficiently lamented, that there is no juil, or perfe£t 

edition «/ his works, Faulkner's edition^ at leafl the 

foor 
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f(^ur firft volumes of it (for there are now eight) were 
publiihed^ by the permifllon and connivance, if not by 
the particular appointment of the Dean himfelf. But 
the feveral pieces are thrown together without any or- 
der or regularity whatever : fo that like the ancient 
chaos which contained an immenfe coUedion of varioos 
treafures, they remain in their date of confufion ru£s 
indigeftaqut moles : and yet the incoherency of fituatioA 
is perhaps one of the moft excufable faults in the col- 
le^ion : for the materials are of fo difFerent, and fo 
incongruous a nature, that it feems as if the author^ 
(who was in reality the editor,) imagined the public 
under an abfolute neceifity of accepting the bafefl coin 
from the fame hand, that had exhibited the pureft. 
Surely the idle amufements of a man^s private and do- 
meftic life, are not to be fent forth as fufiicient enter- 
tainments for the witty or the learned. Poflhumous 
works indeed are often worthlefs and improper, from 
the ill judged zeal of ignorant executors, or imprudent 
friends : but, a living author remains without excufe, 
who eitl\er wilfully, or wantonly impofes upon the 
world. 

The Englifli edition of Swift's works I have fcarce 
feen ; and I have had little inclination to examine it» 
becaufe I was acquainted with the Dean, at the time 
when Faulkner's edition cgme out, and therefore 
muit always look upon that copy as molb authentic i 
well knowing that Mr. Faulkner had the advantage 

of printing his edition^ by the confent and ^pprobatxoa 

E3 qS 
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of the author himfelf. The four firft voliunes wex^ 
publifbed by fubfcription, and every fheet of them was 
brought to the Dean for his revifai and corre^oxi. Th^. 
two next were publiftied in the (kme manner. The . 
feventh volume was printed from a number, of fu^^ 
reptitious letters publifhed in England : and the eightl^ 
volume did not come out till after the Dean's death. 
In the publication of the fix £rlt volumes, the fituation 
and arrangement of each particular piece, in verfe zxui 
profe, was left entirely to the editor. In dut .point> 
the Dean either could not, oj would not give him the 
leaii afliilance. The dates were often gue£ed at, and 
every fcrap was thruft into the parcel that might aug- 
ment the coUedlioh. Such a conduct has been pra- 
dudive of a confufion that oifends the eye, and mif- 
leads the underftanding. We have lefs pleafure in look- 
ing at a palace built at different times, and put toge- 
ther by ignorant workmen, than tirviewmg a plain re- 
gular building compofed by a mafterly hand in all the ^ 
beauty of fymmetry and order. The materials of the 
former may he more valuable, but the fimplicity of the 
latter is more acceptable. For health and exercifc who 
would not chufe rather to walk upon a platform than in 
a labyrinth J or, ^who does not wiih to fee an edition of 
Swift's works becoming the genius, and dignity of 
the author ? When fuch an edition is undertaken, I 
ihould hope that all the minutiae of his idle hours might 
be entirely excluded ; or at lead placed^ like out 
buildings, at a diflance from the chief edifices of 
Hate. 

Swift 
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Swift was naturally fond of feeing his works in 
print, and he was encouraged in this fondnefs by his 
friend Dr. Sheridan, who had the cacoethes fcrihendt 
to the greateft degree,- and was continually letting off 
fquibs, rockets, and all forts of little fireworks from the 
prefs, by which means he offended many particular 
pcrfons, who, although they flood in awe of Swift, 
held Sheridan at defiance. The truth is, the poor 
Doctor, by nature the mofl peaceable, inoffenfive man 
alive, was in a continual flate of warfare with the mi- 
nor poets, and they revenged themfelves, or, in the 
ftyle of Mr. Bays, often gave him Jlafi> for fajhy and 
Jinged his feathers , The affedion between Theseus and 
PiRiTHous was not greater than the afFedlion between 
Swift and Sheridan : but the friendihip that cement- 
ed the two ancient heroes probably commenced upon 
motives very different from thofe which united the two 
modern divines. As in a former letter, I drew a pic- 
ture of Swift's wife*, let me here give ypu fome 
iketches of Swift's friend. 

Dr. Shbridan was a fchoolmafler, and, in many in- 
ftances, perfeflly well adapted for that ftation. He 
was deeply verfed in the Greek and Roman languages; 
and in their cuftoms and antiquities. He had that kind 
of good-nature, which abfence of mind, indolence of 
body, and carelefnefs of fortune produce ; and although 
aot over Arid in his own conduft, yet he took care of 

Letter II. page 14. 

E 4. the 
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the morality of his fcholars, whom he fent to the Uni- 

vcrfit/ remarkably well founded in all claflical Icarii 

ing, and not ill inilruded in the fociat duties of lifel 

He was flovenly, indigent, and chearful. He knew 

books much better than men : and he knew the value 

of money lead of all. In this fituation, and with thii 

difpoiition, Swit faftened upon hlin, as upon a prey 

with which he intended to regale hlmfelf; 'whenever 

his appetite fhould prompt him. Sheridan thierefbre 

was kept conflantly within his reach : and the only 

time he was permitted to go beyond the limits of his 

chain, was to take pofTclTion of a living in the county 

of Corke^ which had beeii beftowed upon him by thcf 

then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, the prefent E^l of' 

Gran^ville, Sheridan, in one fatal moment, or by ontf 

fatal text, ciFeded his own ruin. You will find the* 

ftory told by Swift himfelf, in the fourth volume of 

his works ^ t' fo that here I need otily tell you, that this 

illflarrcd, good-natured, improvident man returned to 

Dublin, unhinged from all favour at court, and even 

banifhed from the cafUe. But ftill he remained a pun- 

fter, a quibbler, a fiddler, arid a wit. Not a day paifed 

without a rebus, an anagram, or a madrigal. His pen 

and hi': nddle-ftick were in continual motion ; and yet 

%o little or no purpofe, if we may give credit to the 

* Page 289. In a pamphlet entitled, A Vindication of 
h's Excellency John Lord Carteret from the ckarg^if 
of favouring none but Tories, High, Churchmen, and 
lacobites. 

follow- 
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following verfes, which Ihall fervc as the condafion of 
Kis poetical charafler. 

With mufic and poetry equally blefs'd 
A bard thus Apolio moft' humbly addrcfs'd. 
Great author of poetry, mufic, and light, 
Inftrudled by thee I both fiddle and write : 
Yet unheeded I" fcrape, or I fcribble all day. 
My tunes are fiegleftcd, my verfc flung away. 
Thy fubftitrdtft Kere Vice-Apollo ^ difdainsi^ 
To vouch for my numbers, or lift to my ftrains. 
Thy manual iigli he refufes to put 
To the airs i pfoduce from the pen, or tlie gut. 
Be thou thetf propitious, great Phoebus, and ^rant 
Relief 5 or reward to my merit, or want. 
Tho' the Dean and Delany ** tranfcendently (hinc, 
O ! brighten one folo, orfonnet of mine. 
Make ohe work immortal ; 'tis all I i:€queft ; 
Apollo look'd pleasM, and refolving to jeft 
Replied, honeft friend, I've confider'd your cafe. 
Nor diflike your unmeaning and innocent face. 
Your petition I grant, the boon is not great, 
Your works fhall continue, and here's the receipt. 
On ^ Reundos hereafter your fiddle-ftrings fpend. 
Write verfes in circles ; they never Ihall end. 

' Dr. Swift. 

* Now Dean of Dmvne, 

* A fong, or peculiar kind of poetry, which returns to 
the beginning of the firft vcrfe, and fo continues in a per- 
petual rot^on. 

In 
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In the courfe of my correfpondence, my dear Ham, 
you may poffibly obferve fome feeming contradidlions, 
ts I am purfuing the Dean through the iriazy turnings 
of his charadcr. But, they will eafily be reconciled, 
when you confider, that, of all mankind. Swift per- 
haps had the greateft contrafts in his temper. He often 
put me in mind of that wild opinion, which Plutarch 
fays was entertained by the fages of old, " That we 

are fubjei^t to the influence of two principles, or 
" deities, who are in conflant oppofitionto each other : 

the one diredling us to the right hand, and through 

the right road, the other driving us aftray, and op- 
'/ pofing us from purfuing the track pointed out by his 

adverfary." The Manichean herefy, you know, 
was built upon this hypothefis : and it is not im- 
poffible (as the dodrine itfelf was propagated before 
the time of Manes) that fome antient fpeculative phi- 
loibpher may have invented fuch a kind of mythology, 
merely to folve the various contradiftions which h« 
found fluduating within his own breaft. 

You will poffibly expedl from me a colledtion of 
apophthegms, which the Dean may have uttered upon 
various occafions. Bu% the witty records of table-talk 
in my mind feem too minute and over curious ; at leaft 
I mufl wilh to treat with you upon fubjeds of more im- 
portance. I mean fuch fubjedls as will teach you 
to follow fome moral virtue, or to fliun fome moral 
evil. 

Forgtve me too, if I am now and then guilty of re- 
pctitiona. In reviewing the fame perfon fo often, the 

fame 
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fame thoughts, if not the fame expreffions, will ineri** 
tably occur. But, excufeq for thefe kind of errars* 
are, I hope, unnecefiary. Candour and truth are the: 
chief points that I have had in view, knowing them to 
^e coincident with your own manner of thinking. 

You are now fufficiently pr^paired for that particular 
edition of Swift's wprks, which I intend topurfue: 
and I (hall undertake the performance with great plea* 
fure and alacrity ; becaufe I flatter myfelf it may be ap- 
^ept^bU to you, as it comes from 

your moft affeSfionate Father 

ORRERY. 



LETTER VIII. 

I Was very glad to be interrupted, by your uncj^ 
pefied vifit. The fight of you, and the happinds 
which I conftantly receive in your company, are reed- 
ledqd by me in your abfence, with fuch a kind of in- 
cxpreffible pleafore, as the warmeft affection and the 
trucft tcAderacfa infpiif^ : and as I am always earoeft to 

comply 
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coDD^ly witit ycmr reqvefts, I take the earlieft oppor- 
tmosty o£ going on with a plan, that hitherto has re- 
ceived the encQuragement of your filial partiality. 

Tlii^fLrft voLime of Faulkner's edition coufifls of 
wctoijs. trafls jumbled together, without aay regularity 
crcsdeir. The firfl treatife in this volume is intitled, 
^difjUiMrfg of the contefts and diffenfions bet^ween the nobles 
4mkcammcji{ ht Athens and Rome. It was written in 
tteyear t/ci, towards the latter end of King Wil- 
uuwin^i leign, <,iid at a time, when that Prince was made 
eaxfil^^ uneafy, by the violence with >\'hich fome of 
&iaittifte;ii, ^iud chief favourites vccjc purfued. How- 
•acer bright the cro\vn of England might have glitterccj 
Uk tif& ej^ ea. o^ the Prince of Orange, he found it, when 
][^Dafi€d upon his head, a crown of thorns. The longer 
l)fe wore: the diadem, the bandelet ftill became more 
tojgjfe: ^d u'kfome. Complaints, and enquiries arofe in 
dte £^at& Feuds, and unchridian animofities, in 
ijbr coavQcatiou:.. Nor had foreign affairs a more pro- 
jiltoaa^ af^ft.. Lewis the fourteenth was making large 
fintidks towards. unixerfal monarchy. Plots were carry- 
iig^eflnat Str» GE^RoviAiKd. 1'Jbe I^utch had acknowledg- 
^ttoDixkeof ANjotT as King of Spain : and Europe 
ing^ral feemed pregnant of fire, and r^ady to burft 
inft&8ii£9. Thus began the year I '»D I, King Wil- 
tJUkJUi vt &apfis to difpdl this fulphureous body ot clouds, 
wknefii fiasmed t^ threaten fome future thunder of extra- 
t attm ry v&d^on^^ had made feveral changes in his mi- 
wSbij^y, a^idS Ka4 removed fome of his faithfulleil fervants , 
j/bsus, of a^ highed tri^ and dignity. The air 

teration 
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teration proved of little or no efFeft. The animbfity <d[ 
the houfe of comtnons coold not be appeafdd^ Tih^ 
looked upon the lofs of lucrative einph)yfii^iD^ 
as an infufiicieiit ^unifhment for high crimes and mifc 
demeanours ; and they began firft by impeaching A^ 
Earl of Portland * ; and then proceeded to th« imt^ 
peachments of Lord Some«.s ^> the Eafl of Or^Orjo'^ 
and the Earl of Hallifax **. 

Thefe were all great men; and the thr«e laft \vts% 
of remarkable abilities and experience. Lord SoiA^Rft 
was the general patron of the literati , and the partiCdlsBr 
friend of Dr, Swift. The Earl of Orford ha'd«b6€ft' 
confidered in a manner as lord high admiral j the wk^ 
affairs of the navy having been committed to his chat:|^ 
Lord Haxlifax had a fine genius for poetry, and hal 
^mploye^ his more youthful part o£ life in that fcieficCk 
He was diftinguifhed by the name of Mouse M&vuta^ 
cvE, having ridiculed, jointly with Mat Fr^pr^ "Mk 
Dryden's famous poem of the Hind and Paat&ifr% 
The parody is drawn from Horace's fable of xhc^tjf 
Moufe and Country Moufc, and begins, 

• 

•William Uen tinck, Eatl of Portlat^d, Groofll 
of the Hole. ' ^ 

^JoHN SoMi.Rs, Earon Some as of E'velbam, Pii% 
Lord Keeper : afterwards, Lord High Chancellor. 

** Edward Russel, Earl of Or.ford, Trcafurer tjf 
the Navy, and one of the Lords Cammifliooers of the 
Admiralty. 

** Charles Mount ague, Earl of Kalli^ax, ap- 
pointed one of the Commiffioners of the Treafury i aai 
afterwards made Chancellor of the Excheq^uer. 

5 AmiM 
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jf milk twhite moufty immortal and unchanged j 
Fed on /oft cheifi, and o'er the dairy rangd. 

Bat afterv^ards, upon Mr. Mount a cue's promotioti 
to the chanceUorlhip of the Exchequer, Prior, with jt 
'•good humoured indignation at feeing his friend pre- 
ferred, and himfclf negledted, concludes an cpillle writ- 
ten in the year 1698, to Fleetwood Shepherd, Efq; 
with thefe three lines, 

liy friend QnKVCL^s MountagueV prefer dy 

Nor nuou'd I have it long ohfer'v'dj 

That one Mbufe eats, nvhile father s ftar<vd. 

You will find the charadlers of the four impeached 
lords defcribed under Athenian names. Phociou is the 
Earl of Portland. Aristides is Lord Somers. 
Thbmistocle9 is the Earl of Orford. Pericles is 
the Earl of Hall i fax. In parallels of this fort, it is 
impoflible that every circumftance fhould tally with the 
tttmoil exa£lnefs : but the whole treatife is full of hiilo- 
rical knowledge, and excellent reflexions. It is not 
mixed with any improper fallies of wit, or any light 
airs of hnmour ; and in point of ftyle *and learning, it 
equal, if not fuperior, to any of his political works. 

Subfequent to the difcourfe concerning Athens and Rome 
is a paper written in the year 1703, in deriiion of the 
ftyle and manner of Mr. Robert Boyle. To what a 
height muft the fpirit of farcafm arife in an author, 

wh« 
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who could prevail upon himfelf to ridicule fo good a 
man as Mr. Boyle ? The fword of wit, like the 
fcythc of time, cuts down friend and fbc, and attadcs 
every obje6l that accidentally lies in its way. Bnt, 
(harp and irrefiflible as the edge of it may be, Mr* 
Bo VLB \vill always remain invulnerable. 

^he fefttimehts of a church -of 'England-man ^ nvith ref^eS 
to religion and government, was written in the year 170^* 
It is adapted to that particular period. The ftyle of the 
whole pamphlet is nervous, and, except in fome few 
places, impartial. The ftate of Holland is fo juftly, 
and, at the fame time, fo concifely delineated, that I 
cannot help tranfcribing it. Speaking of the Dutch^ 
the author fays, " ^hey are a commonfwealth founded on a 
** fudden, hy a defperate attempt in a defperate condition^ 
** not formed or digefted into a regular fyfiem by matun 
** thought and reafon, but huddled up under the freffure cjjf 
•* fudden exigencies ; calculated for no long diiration, and 
" hitherto fubfijiing by accident in the midji of contending 
** powers, nvho cattnct yet agree about fharing it amongji 
" them,'^ This tra£l is very well worth your reading 
and attention: and it confirms an obfervation which 
will perpetually occur, that Swift excels in whatcvw 
flyle or manner he affumes. When he is in carn^ft, his 
ftrength of reafon carries with it convidtion. When in 
jeft, every competitor in the race of wit is left behind 
him. 

l^he argument againfl aboUJhing Chr if i unity is carried on 
with the higheft wit and humour. Graver diviriW 
beaten their readers witii future puniflunents: Swift 
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JMtfuUy exhibits a pidure of prefent (hamc. He judged 
rightly in imagining that 4 fmall treatife, written with, a 
fpirit of mirth and freedom, muft be more efiicacious, 
than long fermons^ or laborious leflbns of morality. 
He endeavours to laugh us into religion, well knowing, 
that we are often laughed out of it. As you have not 
i;ead the pamphlet, excufe a quotation,^to which may 
be prefixed the old proverb.^jr pe£ie Hercu/e/h, ** / njjotUd 
•* fain knotv (fays the Dean) h<yw it can he pretendidt 
** that the churches are mifapplied, IVhere are more ap' 
•* f ointments arid rendex/voufes of gallantry? Where more 
** care to appear in thtforemofi box 'with greater advantage 
** if drefs ? Where more ffieetings for, biijinefs ? Where 
•* more bargains driven of all forts ? 4^d inhere fo many 
**• con^veniencies or incitements to fleep ? 

The papers which immediately follow are entirely 
liumoroas, and relate to Partridgb the almanac mak- 
tr : and although they are not only temporary, but lo- 
cal, yet by an art peculiar to §wift himfelf, they arc 
rendered immortal, fo as to be read with pleafure, a« 
long as the Englifh language fubfifts. , 

To thefe fucceeds A proje6l for thi adnjancement of reli- 
^on, and the reformation of manners, written in the year 
1709, aixd dedicated to the Countefs of Berkley. 
The author appears in earneft throughout the whole 
treatife, and the dedication, or introduction, is ih.a 
ftrain of ferious panegyric, which the Lady, to whoni 
it is addrefTed, undoubtedly deferved. But as the pam- 
jUet is of the fatirical kind, I am apt to imagine, 
^ftt my friend the D6an put a violence upon himfejf, im 

chufing' 
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chuiing to appear candidly ferioos, rather than to laug;!! 
filently under his ufual mafk of gravity. Read it, and 
tell me your opinion : for methinks, upon thefe occa- 
ikms, I perceive him writing in ihackles. 

• The tritical ejfay on tbt faculties of the mind, will make 
yoa fmile. 

Thi Utter to the Earl of Oxford for correSing, impro*v»' 
ing, and afcertaimng the Englifh tongue might have beea 
a very ufefal performance, if it had been longer, and 
lefs eclypfed by compliments to the noble perfon to. 
whom it is addrefled. It feems to have been intended. 
as a pi'eface to fome more enlarged defign : at the head 
of which fuch an introdudion mufb have appeared with 
great propriety. A work of this kind is much wanted^ 
as our language, inftead of being improved, is every 
day growing worfe, and more debafed. We bewildec 
eurfelves in various orthography ; we fpeak, and we 
write at random ; and if a man's conunOn converfatioa 
were to be committed to paper, he would be ibirtled 
for to find himfelf guilty in a few fentences, of fo many 
folecifms and fuch iRalfe Englifh. I believe we are the 
only people in the ChriHian world, who repeat th^ 
Lord's Prayer, in an ungrammatical manner : and I 
remember to have heard, that when a motion was made 
in die Convocation to alter the word [which] for die 
word [who] thepropo&tion was rejected by the majority. 
This inftance may (hew you of what fort of men, the 
mbft learkied, and even the moft reverend alTembliety 
are* fometimes i^mpofed. But let us confider the con- 
du^ of a neighbouring nation. H^w induftrioos have 

F *c 
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the French been to improve their language ? and t^ 
what a ftatc of perfe6Uon have they brought it I 
Jlomf, by her conquefts, made her dialect univerfal : 
f ranee, by her poliqr, has done the fame. By policy^; 
I mean the encouragement of arts and fciences ; which 
trill often render a nation more powerful than arms* 
Nothing has contributed fo much to the purity and ex- 
cellence of the French tongue, as the noble academics 
eftablifhed for that purpofe : and, until fome public 
work of the fame kind is undertaken in England^ wtf 
cannot flatter ourfelves with any hopes of amending tha' 
crrdrs^ or afcertaining the limits of our ftyle. I. fhall 
jdot preftnne even to whifper to you, that I think a dew 
fign of this fort is fufHdently momentous to attradi the 
confideration of our legiflative powers. Their thoughts 
are otherways employed, and their faculties otherwayi^. 
applied. But I will venture to fay, that if to our hof* 
ptals for lunatiCby an hofpital was added for the recepw 
tion, and fupport of men of fenfe and learning, it woolA 
he ff the higheft honour to the prefent age, and of no 
lefs advantage to pofterity. I call it an hofpital, be- 
caufe I fuppofe it to be eredied for the benefit of fiick 
perfohs, whofe infirm fortunes, or difeafed revenues^ 
inay have rendered the ftrength and abilities of their 
intndk weak ^nd ufelefstothe publie: for I entirely 
agree with Aristotle, where he fays, in the w^ds of 
Kh'fcholiaft. Enm praclara it magna pix poffe exequi $i 
frafiatiy cut facuitates defunt : quoniam per amicos et ci<vim 
km potentiam *ve/*ti per inftrumenta nicejfe eft pleraque ef- 

/ci* The reflexieas^ diat arife from this ihcme, I 

fin«U 
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nnd, are driving me beyond the .bounds of a letter : 
therefore. I fhall only add, that I heartily wifh yoa 
may think an attention to your native language as ufe- 
ful, and improving a Hudy, as can be purfued« ip. 
whatever ftation of life Providence may allot you. 

There are two other letters in this volume extremely 
worthy of your notij^e. The one is. To ajoung gentle^ 
man lately entered into holy orders. The other is, To a 
young lady on her marriage. The former Ought to be 
read by all the young clergymen in the three kingdbnj^, 
and the latter by dll the new married women. But, 
here again is the pecoliilr felicity of Swift's wntiagsi 
the letters are ^ddreifed Only to a young clergyman and 
a young lady, but they are adapted to every age and 
imderftanding. They contain obfervations that delight 
and improve every mind ; and they will be read, with 
{>leafure and advantage, by the oldeft, and moft exem- 
plary divines, and by the mOft diftinguiihed, and moft 
accomplifhed ladies. 

The reft of the volume is filled u{> with fhort CraQs^ 
and papersof various forts : moftly humorous, and enterr 
taining. You will laugh at the ftory in one of the ^- 
telligencers, of Whijk and Swobbers : and you will wifh, 
the Tatkr on thofe inferior duties of life, called Le$ ^ 
iitei Moralesy hung up in every Yquire's hall in England^ 
t ami niy dearefl Hamilton, 

Tour mofi affeSioniHe Father 

ORRERY. 

^ * 

Ft tET- 
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LETTER IX. 

WE are now come, my dear Hamilton, to the 
fecond volume of Swift's works. It is filled 
with poetry : but the poems in general are fhort and 
fatirical. The poem of the greateft length, and, I be- 
lieve, the longed ever conipofed by Dr. Swift, is of 
a very extraordinary nature, and upon a very extra- 
ordinary fubjed. It is called Cadenus and Vanessa. 
A^ a poem, it is excellent in its kind, perfedUy cor- 
re6l, and admirably conduced. Swift, who had the 
niceil ear, is remarkably chafte and delicate in his 
rhymes. A bad rhyme appeared to him one of the ca- 
pital fins in poetry ; and yet it is a fm into which fome 
of our greateft poets have fallen. Dryden frequently: 
Pope fometimes. The former was embaraiTed with 
a wife and family, and was often under fuch nec^- 
ous circumftances as to be obliged to publifhy or to 
want fubfiHence. The latter was in a lefs confined, 
and in a much more eafy fituation : he was naturally 
judicious, and uncommonly attentive to maintain the 
idignity of his charadler. Although his body was 
weak, his mind was equal to the weight of his laurel 

crowa; 
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crown J and he wore it not only with eafc, bat majefty* 
Take him as a poet, <w€ Jhall not fee his like again. 
But why do I keep you in fufpenfe ? you arc impati- 
ent, I dare fay, to know fome particulars of Vanessa. 
Her real name was Esther Vanhomrigh ». She wa» 
one of the daughters of Bartholomew Vanhomrigh, 
a Dutch merchant oi Amfierdam^ who» upon the revo- 
lution, went into Ireland^ and was appointed, by King 
William, a commiffioner of the revenue. Her mo- 
ther, whofe name I forget, was bom in Ireland^ of 
very mean extraction. The Dutch merchant, by ptr- 
fimony and prudence, had colle&ed a fortune of about 
fixteen thoufand pounds : he bequeathed an equal divi- 
fion of it to his wife and his four children, of which 
two were fons, and two were daughters. The foni, 
after the death of their father, travelled abroad. The 
eldeft died beyond fea, and the youngeft furviving his 
brother only a fhort time, the whole patrimony fell X» 
his two fifters, Estiier and Mary. 

With this increafe of wealth, and with heads and 
hearts elated by affluence, and nnrefbrained by forefight 
or difcretion, the widow Vanhomrigh and her two 
daughters quitted the illuxurioos foU of their natm 
country for the more elegant pleafores of the Englidi 
court. During their refidenoe at iMwdtm^ they lived im 
a ceurfe of prodigality that ftretched i^elf far beyondl 
the limits of their income, and reduced them to great 

* The name is pronounced VANiiyMMERY, 

F 3 diftrefi, 
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diftrefs ; in the midft of which the mother died, an^ 
the two daughters haften^d in all fecrecy back to h-e^^ 
landy beginning their journey on a Sunday, to avoid 
^e interruption, and importunities of a certain fierce 
kind of animals called bailiffs, whq are not only fwom 
foes to wit and gaiety, but whofe tyranny, although it 
cottld not have reached the deified Vanessa, migjit havc| 
been very fatal to Esther Vanhomrigh. Within two 
years after their arrival^n Ireland^ Mary the youngeft 
fifter died, and the fmall remains of the Ihipwreckt for* 
tane centered in Vanessa. 

Vanity makes terrible devaftation in a female breaft* 
It batters down all reilraints of modefty, and carries 
away every feed of virtue. Vanessa was exceifively 
vain. Thcchar^£ler given of her by Cadenus is foit 
painting, but, in general, fidtitious. She was fond of 
drefs : impatient to be admired : very romantic in her 
tarn of mind : fuperior, in her own opinion, to all her 
fex : full of pertnefs, gaiety, and pride : not wi^tout 
fome agreeabk accomplifhments, but far from bein|r 
cither beautiful or genteel : ambitious, at any rate, to 
fee efteemed a wit ; an4> with that view, always af- 
fb^ng to keep company with wits : a great reader^ 
iftid a viedefit admirer of poetry : happy in the thoughts 
^heiek^ reputed Swift's comcubine : but lUU aiming 
mad intending to be his wife. By nature haugh^, 
and difdainful, looking with the pity of contempt upon 
her inHrriors, atid with die fm^es of felf- approbation 
upon her eciuals : but npon Dr. Swift with the eyea 

■"^" . . '^ of 
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pf love. ' Her love was founded in vanity, or, to iife a 
more fafhionable phrafe, in tafte. His own lines ace 
U^ bed proof ofmy aiTertipii. 

Cadenus many things bad «wrii ^ 
'■ Vanessa much efieen^d his mnt^ 
Amdcaltd for his poetic nmrks ; 
Mean timi the hoy * inficrit Istrh, 
And *whili the book «was in her band^ 
^he urchin^ from his private fiand, 
7'ook ^Mf ^MJhot tAiitb all hisftrength 
A dart of fnfb prodigious length $ 
It pierced the feeble njotumetbro^ 
And deep transfixed her hofom too. 
Some lines, more moving than the refi. 
Stuck to the point that pierid her breafi j 
'And borne dire&ly to her heart 
Withpatni uttknown encreas^d tbejmari, 

Vanessa, noti^ytars a /core, 
"Or earns of a gown ef forty four i 
Imaginary charms can find, 
fn eyes, <with reading, almoft t^ndz 
Qad^vvs/uwsmo m§re i^pears 
Declined in be^Uk, adtmnc^d in years i 
She fancies muftc in bis fngne^ 
If or further looks, buf tbimksbim y^uug. 



Tl^e t>oem itfelf is dated in the year 1713, when 
Swift was in his meridian altitude ; favoured by the 

• Cupid; 
F 4 courtiers ^ 



r 



72 REM ARKS ON THE LIFE ' 

courtiers ; flattered, feared, iAd admired by the great- 
eft xren in the nation. 

By the verfes which I "have already recited, it may 
be prefumed, that the lady was firft fmitten with the 
fame andcharadler of CADEiius,and afterwards with his 
jperlbn. Her firll thoughts parfaed a- phantom. Her 
later paffion deiired a fubftance. The manner in^whicli 
ihe difcovered her inclinations, is poetically deicnbed in 
thefe lines. 

She (yvutCd. the njoanetring ef her. thmfifjtt^ 

But he muft atifwer fir her. fiiuhi* 

She ^juell remember'' dy to her cofl^ 

That all his lejpms luere not loft. 

Two maxims Jhe cotidftiU produce^ 

And fad experience taught their u/e : 

That 'Virtue, pleas' d hy being /hown^ . . . -. 

Knows nothing vohieh it dare not ^^um: ^ ^'. 

Can make us, woithout fieu^^ difeloff 

Our inmoft fmrets to ourfies : 

That common firms twere not defig^d 

Dire3ors to a mihle mnd^ 

Nonvy /aid the npi^i -to itt youfie^ . / : > 

My anions nnfith ydur mies agrei ; 

That Icon 'vidgar firwu d^fi^ «. ^ 

Jind hefiue nojecrets toi di^ngfi^ I 

I knew, hy ivhat you Jaid and fwrit, 

Uoav dan^rotts thit^j were mew (fnmt % 
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Tou caution* d me agmnft their charms. 
But never gave me equal arms^ 
Tour kffons found the vieakeft part^ 
Aimd at the head, and reached the hearts 

Suppolmg this account to be trae, and I own t9 
you, my Ham, I can fcarce think it otherwife, it is evi*-' 
dent, that the fair Vanessa had made a furprifing pro-' 
grefs in the philofophic do^rines, which (he had re^' 
ceived from her preceptor. His rules were certamly 
of a moft extraordinary kind. He taught her, that vice, 
as foon as it defied ihame, was immediately changed in- 
to virtue. That vulgar forms were not binding upon 
certain choice fpiritSy to whom either the writings, or 
the perfons of men of wit were acceptable. She heard 
the leiTon with attention, and imbibed the philoTophy 
with eagernefs. The maxims fuited her exalted torn 
of mind. She imagined that if the dieory. appeared fa 
charming, the practice mnft be much more delightftil. 
The clofe connexion of foul and body feemed to re- 
quire, in the eye of a female philofopher, that each 
fhould fucceed the other in all pleafurable enjoyments* 
The former had been fnfiiciently regaled, why muft the 
latter remain unfatis£ed ? ^* Nature, faid Vanessa, 
** abhors a vacuum^ and nature ought always to be 
'< obeyed.'* She communicated thefe iendments to 
her tutor, but he feemed not to comprdtend her mtza^ 
ing, nor to conceive the AftinSio ratiotdt duit had taken 
jofii in his own fchool. He anfwercd her in the «0«- 
.. . F 4 iJfenHci 
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fffential modes. He talked of ^endfhip, of the deUghts 
f>f reafon, of gratitade, refped and efteem. He almoft 
preached upon virtue, and he muttered fome indiftind 
phrafes concerning chaflity. 

^ So unaccountable a condu£l in Cadenus may hft 
'4lu>itgkt rather to proceed from defers in nature, thaii 
•from the fcrupulous difficulties of a tender confcience. 
Soch & fuppofition will fUll appear more ibrong, if we 
ncoUedl the diHanc manner in which Swift cohabited 
with Stella, colder, if pofTible, after, than before, flus 
was. his wife : and I now recoUedl fome of hi£ own Uncss 
likat feem to confirm the fnrmife, as they contain an iifc- 
fimiation againft Vanessa, not perhaps fo much i|b- 
Iftnded to wound her reputation, as to fave his own. 



Kybai/uccfJsVAHEBSA met 
. 'his iht woorld afecret yet, 
WhetJKrthe nymfb, to ple^fe herfwazTgy 
^allu iu a Jbigb romantic firaim ^ 
Or n/obetber be at Uft defcends^ 
^# aB ivitb lefsferapbic ends \ 
Or to eomfound tbe hmfinefs^ tjohether 
^bey temper love and boats tegether^ 
Mtift tuver fo memkrnd Be told^ 
NtrjMI tii emfdous mufe wtfM, 

It is tfipofible to read this emel hint without grei^ 
iiiJUgnaidon Jgunfl the coufdous mufty efpecially as it is 
•iPie bufiiiig ^>K{|bc of a pAur^^ which was alread)r 
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^rawn in too loofe a garment^ and too unguarded a pdi-* 
flure. In this inflance^ I am afraid the Dean muft re«> 
main inexcufable. 

Vanessa, in fome time after the death of her fifker, 
retired to Selhridgey a fmall houfe and eftate that haJl 
been purchafed by her father, within ffen or twefvk 
niiles of Dublin. Spleen and difappointment wefelhb 
companions of her folitude. The narrownefs of her il- 
come, the coldnefff of her lover, the lofs of her repa- 
ration, all contributed to make her miferable, and to 
encreafe the frenzical difpofition of her mind. In ,fh& 
melancholy Situation (he remained feveral years, duritfg 
which time Cadenus vifited her frequently. Thrir 
particular converfation, as it pafTed without witneflcs, 
muft for ever remain unknown : but, in general, it is 
certain, that (lie often prefTed l\im to marry her. Hit 
anfwers were rather turns of wit than politive denials j 
till at laft, being unable to fuftain her weight of mifeiy 
any longer, fhe writ a very tender epifUe to Cadenus^ 
infifting peremptorily upon as ferious an anfwer, and an 
immediate acceptance, or abfolute refiifal of her, as his 
wife. His reply was delivered by his own hand. He 
brought it with him when he made his final vilit at Sel^ 
bridge: and throwing down the letter upon "her taUe, 
with great paffion haftened back to his horfe, carryii^ 
in his countenance the frowns of anger and indigna- 
tion. 

Dr. Swift had a natural feverity of face^ which 
fven his fmiles could fcarce foftcn, 6r his utmolt ^aieqr 

fender 
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render placid and ferene : but when that fternnefs of 
Yifage was encreafed by rage, it is fcarce poflible to 
imagine looks, or features, that carried in them more 
terror and aufterity. Vanessa had feen him in all tem- 
pers, and from his outward appearance fhe guefTed at 
the inward contents of his letter. She read it with as 
much refolution as the prefent cruelty of her fate, and 
the raging pride of her heart, would permit. She found 
herfelf entirely difcarded from his friendfliip and con« 
Yerfation. Her offers were treated with infolence and 
difdain. She met with reproaches inftead of love, and 
with tyranny inftead of affe£lion. She had long thrown 
away the gentle lenitives of virtue ; which, upoA this 
eccafion, might have proved healing ingredients to Co 
deep, and fo dangerous a wound. She had preferred 
wit to religion, fhe had utterly deftroyed her charadler, 
mud her confcience : and fhe was now fallen a prey to 
the horror of her own thoughts. 

Trim njiiro tnfeUx fatU extern fa Dido 
Mortem orat : tadet cali comvexa tueri. 

She did not forvive many days the letter delivered to 
ker by Cadenus, but, during that fhort interval, ihe 
was fafficiendy compofed, to cancel a wiH made in 
' SwiFT*8 favour, and to make another, wherein ihe left 
ker fortttne (which, by long retirement, was in fome 
neafure retriered) to her two executors. Dr. Berklet^ 
' tike pceCeat Biihop of Cloyni, and Mr. Marshal^ one 

•f 
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of the King's Serjeants at law. She had chofen Mr. 
Marshal, not only as he had an excellent chant^er^ 
but as he was her relation. She had little perfonal 9C» 
quaintance with Dr. Berkley : his virtaes, and kit 
genius, were univerfally known : yet other motives p«v 
haps induced her to appoint him a joint executor: m 
fuch an appointment, Ihe probably designed to mortify 
the pride of Dr. Swift, by letting him fee, that, 
in her laft thoughts, (he preferred a ftranger before 
him. 

Thus perilhed, at Seihridge, under all the agonies of 
defpair, Mrs. Esther Vanhomrigh ; a miferable ex- 
ample of an ill.fpent life, fantafHc wit, vifionary 
fchemes, and female weaknefs. 

My paper fcarce allows room for the affectionate 
name of 

ORRERY. 

LETTER X. 

Mj dear Hamilton, 

IHave received yours of the 24th inftant. You fmta 
fo much pleafed with the commentaries relating to 
Vanessa, and you have exprefled fo much fatisfaftion 
in my account of Stella, that probably you wifli 
Swift to have had as many wives and mlftrefe as So- 
lomon, ia ord^r to fumiih mc with perpetual materials 

for 
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for the hidory of a Lady. It is true, my friend the 
Dean kept company with many of the fair fcx> but they 
were rather his amufement than his admiration. He 
trifled away man^ hourrin their converfatioii, he filled 
many pages in their praife. and by the power of his 
(ead, he gained the charader of a lover, without th^ 
leiiSL afliflance from his heart. To this particular kind 
of pride fupported by the bent of his geDius, and joined 
to the exceflive coldnefs of his nature, Vanessa owed 
the ruin of her reputation, and from the fame caufes; 
Stella remained an unacknowledged wife. If we 
confider Swift^s behaviour, fo far only as it relates tp 
women, we ihall find, that he looked upon them rather 
as bulls, than as whole figures. In his panegyrical 
defcriptions, he has feldom defcended lower than the 
center of their hearts : or if ever he has defigned a 
compleat ilatue^ it has been generally call in a dirty; 
Or in a difagreeable mould': as if the ilatuary had not 
conceived^ or had not experienced, that juftnefs of 
proportion, that delicacy of limb, and thofe pleafing, 
and graceful attitudes which have condituted the fex to 
be the mod beautiful part of the creation. If you review 
his feveral poems to Stella, you will find them fuller 
of affedUon than defire, and more exprefHve of friond- 
Sdf than of love. For example, 

Tkcu, Stella, avert no longer young. 
When firfi for thee my harp I firing ; 
Without 'One ^word ofCuFlD^s darts. 
Of lulling eyes y or^bleeMng bep'ts: 

mm 
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H^th firUndfinf and tfttm pojfeft 
t ne'et^ admtud Lo^t a gueft. 

Moft of the poems, which arc abfoliitely addreiU 
to Stella, or which defcribe her in a variety of 
attitudes, turn upon her age : a kind of excufe perhapt 
for Swift's want of love. 

I began one of my former letters, my dear Hamil* 
TON, by a declaration that it was impoffible for me XA 
pafs a very minute comment upon the various pieces 
that he has written ; and I muft renew the fame deda*- 
ration in regard to his poems. They are not onlf 
mingled improperly, in points of dates, and fubje^ 
but many, very many of them, are temporary, triflings 
and I had almoft faid puerile. Several of them ar« 
perfonal, and confequently fcarce amuiing ; or at leaft, 
they leave a very fmall impreflion upon our minds. 
Such indeed as are likely to draw your attention, arc 
cxqnifite, and fo peculiarly his own, that whoever lia§ 
dared to imitate him in thefe, or in any of his works, 
hasconftantly failed ia the attempt. Upon a ^neral view 
of his poetry, we fliall find him, as in his other perfonii«; 
antes, i^n uncommon, farprizing, heterocUte geoiasp 
luxurious in his fancy, lively in his ideas^ humorous ia 
liis defcriptions, and bitter, exceeding bitter in his fatir% 
The refUeiTnefs of his imagination, and the diiappoint* 
ment of his ambition, have both contributed to hiEder 
Eim from undertaking any poetical work of length or 
importance. His wit was fufficient to every labQUf : 
c &« 
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BO flight could have wearied the ftrengch of his pinions : 
perhaps if the eztenflve views of his nature had been 
folly fatisfiedy his airy motions had been more regular, 
and lefs fudden. But he now appears, like an ea^e 
tbat is fometimes chained, and at that particular time,* 
for want of nobler, and more proper food, diverts hh' 
confinement, and appeafos his hunger, by deftroying 
the gnats, butterflies, and other wretched infeds,'. 
dut unluckily happen to buzz, or flutter within his 
reach. 

While I have been reading over this volnme of his 
poetry, I have confidered him as an jE^yptian hiertl- 
gjlyphic, which, though it had an unnatural, and fre^^ 
quently an indecent appearance, yet it always contain- 
ed fome fecret marks of wifdom, and fometimes of 
deep morality. The fubjeds of his poems are often 
naufeous, and the performances beautifully difagree« 
able. 

^heLad/sDnffing Room has been univerfally condemn* 
id, as deficient in point of delicacy, even to the high- 
cft degree. The beft apology that can be made in itr 
favour, is to fuppofe, that the author exhibited his Ct^ 
LtA in the mofi: hideous colours he could find, left (he 
cnight be miftaken as a goddefs, when ihe was only a 
mortal. External beauty is very alluring to youth and 
inexperience; and Swift, by pulling off the borrowed 
plumes of his harpy, difcovers at once a fnghtful bird 
of prey, and by making her ofFeniive, renders her left 
dangerous and inviting. Such, I hope, was his defigii ; 
iKit let hi3 views and motives have been ever fo benefit 

cial. 
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dtfl; his general ;Waiit of ddicacy and' decorum tnoft^ 
not hope to find even the' ihadow of an ejccofe ; for it it 
impoflible not to 'pwA> tl^t, he too frequently forgett- 
that politeaeft and tendemels of manner s, which are un- 
doohtedly. dve .toi human ki^. From his early, ^ and 
repeated difappointmenttf y. he became a mifanthrope. If, 
hifi mind had been mote equal and content, I am W|1U. 
xng; to bejiere, that :)wb would have viewed the works 
of nature with, a more: benign afped. And perhaps, 
under a iefs conftant rotation of anxiety, he might have 
preferred hi» fenfes to the laft fcene of life, and mig^t 
have enjoyed that calm exit from the ftage, for whidi his . 
fHctid.tioliACE fo eameftly fupplkates Apollo. 



JErMijtaraiiiii vaSdp^ 
UUh dnet, €t^,frem'% iniegr^d. 
. Cummnte, mc turfemfnuSami . 
JDfgerip nee citbard carentemp 

I have . alr^y tdd you^ that his pride was ib great 
as fcarce to admit any body to the leaft (hare of his, 
iriendihip, excc^ fiK;h who could amufe him, or fuch 
who T^ttld 'do him honour. To thefe two diiFerent. 
daffes we owe many of his poems. His companions . 
aad'hOinUe foUoWer »i Ai|4' thcan^ves inunortalized hf 
the .iin&tdon of thdur iianp^' in addrefies to Stilla.,. 
Qt in other: tnifc^anaptf^.pi^ps written in an eafy, ^-i 
though not in a carelefs manner. His more exalted 
friends, whofe ftations and characters did him honour, 
are treated in a different ftyle ; and you will perceive a 
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real digmty, and a moA ddio^ kiadrof wit in ill Ilia;' 
poems to Lord Oxford, Loid VwrmMomojnWt^ImA: 
Cahtkiiet *, Mr. PvLTKaY^' V^andfc 1 thinlc I; mmffrnt^ 
ticiilaity add, in a poem to the C o m t tfi i of W«ra|n»«' 
nA% and aBOther to Mrs^- Bf»ovi Vlov^m. Tklrfl^ 
Manes abetted him in his pnrdiia «f fiune* Th^it- 
HfeAed back the g^ory which he" gafe. B«t, KH-l can- - 
n^t rec<^eft one poem, nay, (€slmc a coi^et» to Ua- 
floble patron Loid BoLiNOBRoaa. In that inftance hia- 
fias been as filent> as Vmoifc has- been to HosiA4tar' 
Mdyet he certainly had not a g^ahi of tnvy in haa 
couipofilion. - ■ \ . ' • ■ * 

I think leanditem a Oiiid kind of ilyle lii Ua^ 
poems addrefled to Mr. Pope, Mr. Gay, Dr. Del am r, 
and Dr. Young. When he wrkaa to thein, ^mnnLis a 
nuxture of eafe, digmty, faoaliaid^, and afl^ftion. 
They were his intimate firiendsi- whom ho loved fiatere* 
ly, and whom he wiihed to accompany into the pbdtical 
legions of eternity. 

- 1 have jtift now Czft my eyrioMr a pojte-called Dkdth 
^Bmpbnt^ which- sftakts me reoolied aa odd tacidaaO' 
relating to that nymph. Swirr, ibot after boa ■»•« 
fusuntahce, introduced me to heff a#to one. of his ^a«. 
flbde favonrites. I had fcaree been Jialf an hoar in ]iar« 
e^mpioiy, before fhe aflied me^ if I had ((cea tho J>alAibV 
poem upon Dtrnth andDmfhm. - A8> I lold her Iifaadinos^: 
9A immediately nidock«d a catdnet^ aed fariaglag our^ 

* Now Ewl of GaAKVitt* 
^New £arlof Bath. 
. c Under the name of Aas^aiA: 

the 



^"y^dki aedwt- ti tee, Fdodbted dtc'finoerttjr. Wldv- 
(fir-was reacHog, the BetD wi» pterpetntUy correai(i|^ 
her TOT bacr prommoktioiiy 'tnd ibr*piaciii^ a wrong 'en*" 
pbafis upon ^miticiilte words. As- foon- as - flte had- gons*^ 
dtd^a^h-tite cooipofifioin fite* riTiKd- me Cnaliiigly, tlur' 
the'7(ntraitoPBxpinrfrwttdra«irfbrherftlf: IMcggdilP 
to* be e x cu fed from 'b«lieTing> it; and- protefled^it (> 
cotud not^lec'Oiic T€atiiro4iiat had fliiB laaft fcilsnblaiiOBp * 
but the Dean immediately bnrft into a fit of laughter.'^ 
'* Yoafkncy^faysheydiatyonarevery polite, butyoaaro' 
«< mach miffadeen. Thar Lady had rather be a Daprki 
^^'drMnlyy me, than a SACflARisl^i- by any odler pen* 
<*' dl.** She confirmed^ what he had fidd, with great 
cAiifeAhtft , fir diat 1 had'no other raethodof retrieving- 
my error, than hy-whifpexing in her ear, as I was con-- 
dtzfl3ng;her down: ftain to dilmer; that indeed- 1 found 

■ Yoa fte'thdOOBuaaafd«wkioh'Siv«»T had over aUhia 
femalis'l- and you- wtntld^ have failed; ta have fonjid Ida. 
honib ft' ootftant iera^ip of very vimunu women, who 
attended him fromnuNnixBg till night, with an obedi*: 
ence> an aw», and an- affidnity, chat are (ekloB paid to- 
tho tiditll, or the mo(b powerM; lovers i no, not eveik 
t#thoGi4|nd'SEeignior himfel£i- . 

To thefe Ladies Swift owed the publication gff 
many pieces^ wbicH oa^t nei^es to have been delivered 
to the prafs. Ho convonnieatod evea^ii compofition aa 
foon as-&iifi)ad, to- his^ female fenaae^ who, not onl^ 

G 2 ^V^mA. 
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paffied their judgement on the. .pcrfarmanf^ hot coof* 
flaatly afked, and aimoft as conftantly obtained, a copy . 
of it. You cannot be furprized that it was immediately 
afterwards feen in print : and when printed, became 
a part of his works. He lived much at home, an4 
was conbnuaily writin|^ when alone. Not any of his 
Senators prefumed to approach him when he £gnified 
h}s pleafure to remain in private, and without interrup- 
tion. His ni^tgown and flippers were not eafier put 
on or off, than his attendants. No Prince ever met 
with more flattery to his perfon, or more devodon 
to his mandatu. This defpotic power not only, 
blinded him, but gave a loofe to paflions that ought (o . 
have been kept under a proper reilraint. I am 
forry to fay, that whole nations are fometimes facrificed . 
to his refentment. Reflexions of that fort appe^ur to 
me the leaft jufliiiable of any kind of (atyr. You will 
read his Acerritna with indignation, and hjs Mt/nttiit 
with regret. Yet I muft add, that flnce he has defcended 
fo low as to write, and, ftill fo nHuch lower, as to print 
riddles, he is excellent even in that kind of verflficadon. . 
The lines are (moother, the expreffi<His are neater, and . 
the thought is dofer purfued than in any other ridtUe-- 
iMtritir whatever. But, Swift compoflng riddles is 
Titian painting draught-boards, which muft have been 
inexcufable, while there remained a fign-poft punter in . 
tike world. 

. At the latter end of the volume you will find two : 
Latin poems. The firft, Jm EpiftU to Dr. Sheridan i 
thelaft, ^ di/mfHm.0f th€focbai.(krkir}iit,btUmd,, 

The 
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The De^ was extremeljr folidtoas, tkat they (hoald \0 
^rint^d among his woiks : and what is no lefs tra^ 
^hah aina3&kig». keaffiuned'tohimfelfAore vanity apoa 
^hefe tw6 liatm poems, than upon many of his heft 
Snglilh perfi^rmances. It is faid, that Miltox in his 
<mn jadgcment preferred the FMta£fe regmned to the 
PmnuBfi hfi, Theitf poffibly mi^t be fonnd fome cx»> 
^ife for (hch a prtference, but in Swift's ciife there 
can be none. ' HeWndeittoodtheLatinhmgaage peifedly 
welTi and he read it tonftandy, but he was too Latin poet. 
And if tiie Ct&ifriit rufis^ and the Efifiola ad Thomam 
Sheridan, had been the prodace of any other author, 
they muft have undergone a fevere cenfure from Dr, 
Swift. ' 

* ttere I (hall difmifs' this^ Voluji^ of his poems, \^ch 
bas drawn me into n greater length of letter than I ifr. 
tended. Adieu^ my Ham, believe me ever 

Tour affeBionati Father 

ORRERY. 

LETTER XL 

■ ik^i&«r Hamilton,. , . 

THE third volume of Swipt^s works contaiat 
Thetraivik ^Lemuel Gulliver into fi^^l 
¥§mtt fuaimts of the ijoirid. They are divided into four 
parts; the.firft, » Toyage to UlSfmi the {ccDnd^li 
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^tft^.to SnUi^n4g\ the tUfd,-;tio £«^hM-iim4 other 
fflands ; the fourth* and moft .^xtm&rdiiiaiy, tg tbt 
country of die Hmifimimir^ H^ktk'^foytgM-MrevucBiH 
ts t moral political xDDiantfe, in nrhick ^irr fecM 
cb'faaive exerted the firengtft eflom. of a Aie iitegida' 
H^nins. Bat while hiaf ioAghsatidh «iid his wit delight 
die venomoDS ibekfls 'Of his fatir, ulthoqgh. in {otm 
fpiaceajuft/arecatfiiodinfo fo anivevTala'feyierit^, 'thut 
tiot only-all hutoh fc&Ions, 'hnt'-hofO^naatere itfdf 
is placed in the wo^ft light. ¥erfedion inevtery^'at. 
tribute U not indeed aHottod to particiilar men i 'biK| 
among the whole fyedtSf We diTcover foch an af> 
fembli^e of all the great, and amiable virtues, as nuiy 
convince us, that the ori^al order of nature pontaiai 
in it the greateCb beauty.. ' It i^ dir<s£ted in n rig^Hne, 
tetiitdcTiates in^o .'CnnPtt nnd iiregntar motions, hy 
various attra^ons» and -diftaxbiiig caofes.. DilEfcrent 
qualifications ihine out in different men. Bacon and 
Newton (not to mention Boyle) ihew the divine ex- 
tent of the human mind : of which power Swift could 
.not be infenlible; but as I have often told yon, his dtf*- 
^k|>pointments rendered' him fplenetiCy and angry with 
the whole worlds - 

Eclueation, • hflMt, an!l conflitution, give a fiirpriz- 
ing variety of characters ; and, while they produce 
fome particular qualities, are apt to cfaede others. For« 
.titttde of mind feldom attends «.fedentary life' : nor is 
^thesdian,' Whofe-anbitiXDtts view$)ureerofled, fcarce'ever 
-afienipaids indtbed-rwith ben^elence of heart. The 
ifamdoiikd, /fliat. tAta^bkrof-exeitiqg Jbe.grteteft-^rir- 

I tiie» 
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iRif, byibiDi^defedinaheAfilfteps of edcicadoii..Qfte» 
degenenttt-intothe fftaXtSi vice. Tkofe .sffeds tak4 
cheir jfoaMe^om caofet ■«fano& .mecbanicaL Tbe XouU 
in -our preieig ^toation, is .Mrnded and cndofed with 
corporeal fabftance, andthejuatter of which .oar. bodjr 
is coaipored, piodnces- ftra&ge impnlfei upoa the mind : 
but the iflftancea that might .iUnftratc^ and explain the 
different effe£b ari£ng from this. formation^ would carr/ 
me into a 4igreffion^o ex^enfive for jny prefent plan. 

To corred vice, by ihewin^ its deformity in oppo- 
sition to the beauty of virtue, and to amend the falie 
fyftems of philofophy, by pointing out the errors, and 
Implying faltttary neans^ avoid them, is. a noble de« 
£gn« This was the general-intent, I would. f|in flatter 
myfelf, of my hieroglyphic friend. 

OvLL Ivor's travebure dnefly to be looked upon as 
mn icregalareQay of Swift *s peculiar wit and humoun 
'Let us take a view of the two firil parts together. The 
inhabitants of JJlUput are repreijsnted,.as if refiededfrom 
m convex mirrour, by which every objed is reduced to 
« defpicable mlnutenefs. The inhabitants of J9naM'ii|f> 
4M^, by acontrary mirronr, are enlarged to a (hodu 
Ing ddbnnity. In Liliifut we behold a fet of puaj^ 
iafe^ or animalcules in. human ibapet ridiculoaflyen- 
gaged in affiairs of importance. In Brob^mgnag the 
monilers of enormous iize are emfdoyed in - trifles. . " 

Lemuel Gulliver has obferved great exaane& ia 
the jttftpropimion, and appearances of the feveral ob» 
jeds thus lefiened and magnified : bat he dwelb too 
fliack upon tbefe opticaldeceptioas. The mind is. tired 
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with a rcpetitioii of them, efpedallx as ho points oiiC«d 
beaaty, nor nfe in fuch amazing - difGOveries» which 
sughchave been fo continoed asto.hafc afimkd im-p 
pcbrement, at the fame time that they gave aftoAifli^ 
vent. Upon the whole, he too often fhews an iadeli* 
eacy that is not agreeaUe» and exerts his vein of hu- 
mour moft improperly in fome places, where (I am 
afraid) he glances at religion. 
. In his defcription of LilUput, he feems to have had 
England more immediately in view. In his defcription 
of Blefu/cu he feems to intend the people and kingdom 
of Franci : yet the allegory between thefe nations it 
frequently interrupted, and icarce Any where compkat^ 
Several juft (trokes of fatir are fcattered here and there 
upon errors in the condu£k of our government : and, i^ 
the fijcth chapter of his voyage to Br$idiftgnagf he gives 
an account of the political ftate of Europe : his obfer* 
▼ations are delivered with his ufual fptrit of humoor 
and feverity. He appears moft particularly affe^led 
with the proceedings of the courts of judicature, and 
complains of being almoft ruined by a Chancery fnit, 
which was dttirmmd in his /mvaur tviih tofif,.. It meA 
be confefled, that inftances of this kind are too frequent 
in our courts ofjuftioe, and they leave us no room to 
hoaft of the execution of our prefent laws, however ex* 
eellent the laws^ in their own original foundation, may 
have been. yiu(gtmeMt9 when tttrmd into wormwead^ is 
Uiien, but d^ays, as Lord Bacon obferves, turn it into 
megar : it becomes iharp, and corroding : and cer* 
tatBly it is more clifiUe to die iqimedi^tely by. thf 
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waund of an tnemxydian to decay lingenngi)/ poifoi^ 
jKlminiftered from a fiseming friend. . r 

The feventh chapter of the voyage te BrMimgmf 
contains fuch farcaiins on the ftnidure of the hnnun 
4)ody, as too plainly ihew us^ that the author was ua^ 
willing to lofe any opportunity of dehafing and ridicuU 
kig his own fpecies. 

Here a reflexion naturally occurs, which, without 
any fuperftition, leads me tacitly to admiiie, and coa- 
fefs the ways of Providence : for this great genius, this 
mighty wit, who ieemed to fcorn and feoff at all man- 
kind, lived not only to be an example of pride ponifhed 
in his ownperfon, and an example of terror to the pride 
of others ; but lived to undergo fome of the greateft 
miferies to which human nature is liable. The partica* 
lars of this aflertion will appear, by copying a lettar 
■which one of his reladons fent to me, in anfwer to mjr 
enquiries after his fitnation. 

Dublin, Novgmber 12, 174a; 
My LORD, 

^T^HE eaj^wummr^ in nubicb y9* nfroach me fir mtt 
^ 4uqumnHngjiu%mth thi foot Dimi^s fthuUkm^ btft 
Mfri/b MigatUm MfoM me ; yet mean as aa excufe it fit # 
famlt^ Ifiallaitemft 9m fyoar iMrdflnf^ and mdy fir ibis 
reafoHt thai jms may not think me capahk ef negie^ng mn^' 
thing yen cemU eemmatui me. I told yon in ntf lajt letter^ 
the Dean^s nnderftan£ng was fnite gene^ and I fiared ihf 
farther farticnlarsmimdd only fiocktbe iendemefs of yonr 
natnre^ and the mtlemchdy fcene makeyonrheeH aeb^ as if' 
hmt efhn dsne mine. Iwasthtlafi fer/on whom he huw, 

and 
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mul nuAim-tbta pariiifhis memory faiM^ ht nvaifi 

gioMS at finng any hdy, -that I turns 'firciii /» itafOi-kim% 

mr €9nU be rift for a mghi tr mm ^fttr feiing atty f9rjmi : 

•fi ihmt all the ajttendanee n/tfhicb Iceuid fay him toas tali'- 

img twice a nveek t9 ertfuire a/her his 'heitkht and /• obfeiMm 

that freper eon *utas' taken of -himy ami dmrft only Uek ai 

km nvhi/e his hack ivas towards me, fimring te difromffifi 

him, Ht^walkid ten hours a day, nvould mt eat or drink 

if his firvant flayed in the room. His meat nvas firved-np 

•ready cut, andfimetimes it nvould lie am hour. on thi-tahli 

'he/ore he *woaid tot^h it t and then eat it nwtiking. Aioat 

•fix nveeks agoy in one nigbfs time, bis left eye fwelltd-m 

iarge as an eggy and the lid Mr, Nichols (his fnrgton) 

-thought tjoould morti/y, and many large boils appeared upoA 

bis arms and hody. 7be torture be ivas in, is not to ho de- 

firibed, fi*ue peffons could fcarce bold him fir a ijoeok 

from tearing out his o^vn eyes : and, fir near a months ht 

dU not Jleep two hours in twenty fiwr : yet a m o de r a te^ap^ 

petite continued} and nubat is more to be wondered at, the 

U^ day of his illnefs, he kudv me perfiBly well, took mt 

fy the bandy called me hy my name, and Jhewed the fame 

'pkdfire as ufual -id feeing me, t ajked htm, if he-mtoetld 

''ght/e'one a dinner^ 'He find, to be/ure, my old friend. Thus 

iftr tontinned^tbat day, and knew the De^or and Surgeo/o^ 

gotdaUbisfiimily fi weHy that Mr. Nichols thought it 

"pffihle be might, return -to ajhare of undorftamBng, fo as to 

io able to call fir what he nvantedy and to boar fame tf his 

iid friends to amiife him. But alas ! this pleafure to -me 

'«CMi ha ofjfiort duration ; for the next dt^ or tw^ it «imu 

Mover, sMfroved-fobg -mdy pain that bad rottzid hem, 

" ' . 'Ho 
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Jb'^thwow frte fiuir tintUirt I its 0;^^ abatjt 'ivtU \ 9m$ 

4»/tyt^ii .frgiU^dM m f9 nuifUa tMm'MhKt'ih-r^omi ^§1 
Ifit in Ms wifaf tbi Bbfficisms think hi wu^ hoid •uf ftf 

fim time, • I Mfiff ^ X^ 

* . * Your Lofdfliip'fl mpft olradicat . . % 
. y- . •humble.fervant, * 

m ..•-1 -■ -^ .- 

What ^a ibockiiig; wba^ a mdandiDly accoinit'^ 
this; of liow iinalleftiBiatioA maft the ^greateft j^eaiai 
appear in the fight of God I 

* About 'a year vnd a halfafterwards,' Ixeceivqd t 
letter 'from ^another of his.relationty Dbami Swip-s, 
Efq; in anfvrer to a report, which I had * nendon^ t^ 
]ani,'0rO.r.^Sv^i pt*8 ha.ving*viewed himfelf f,as-.h«>«rat 
lcd4iGipoi8 thr rocon) in a\glaf5, and crying 'oat^ff.9 
fV'^^'j^-Mttr/^* The letter is written long ..after the 
Pean had been totally deprived of reafon, ^ .. 

- ■ /■ 

Dublin, j^/nV 4i 1744^.*^ 
My LORD, — . \\ -i 

jMS^9tbe JUr^ofO^fO^ oU man I J ntfuind.ipt^ 
v^3 fV. ^hi Desm didfyy finutbing nfon Ms- fisistg iimr 
faff in tht 'glafi, hut nsitbir Mrs, Ridgbway, nmr th^ 
imoir fifomms -cmdd tril nu what it *was htfaid. I Jig 
find thim tw ncoUeM it, iy tht thm ^tohen I ^Jb^uld com 
•igrnin tw tbi dtamty^ • I ham, ban thert 'fimce, tiny camiff 
ticoUiait. A ^hmtflmd fiories bane biin tnwiiud.of Mns 
fb^twf j(Mnrsi^mtd-in^9fid\^^.-tinwiiJd4 ^) 

tbnf^ 
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gh9Bght this might have been me of them : and ytt I em 
M^ incHtui t9 think, there nut^ hefome truth in it : fir »• 
Smutg^t^he ijth of March, as he fat in Ms chair, npeuthe 
'heufikeeper^s moving a knife from him as he voas going /i 
eatchat it, he Jbrugged his fiouiders, emJ, rocking himjeif, 
fidd, I am what I am, I am what I am : and, about fix 
minutes aftervoards, repeated the fame voords fwo or three 
-times over. 

His fervani Jhaves his cheeks, and all his face as lovs as 
the tip of his chin, once' a nveek : hoi under the chin; and 
aiout the throat, vohen the hair grows long, it is cut vnth 
Jcijars. 

Sometimes he vjill not utter a fyllable : at other times he 
^uiUJpeak incoherent vjords : hut he never yet, as far as t 
tmtJdhear, talked nonfinfe, orfaid afoolijb thing. 

About fiur months ago he gave me great trouhle : he 

fitmed to have a- tnind to talk to me. In order to try 

mihat he vjottid fey, t told Urn, I came to dine vnth hiia\ 

misd immediately his houfikeeper^ Mrs, RiDCEWAYy ySrn^ 

Won't you give Mr. Swift a glafs of wine, ^vc\ he 

Jbrugged his fioulders, jujt as he ufed to do when he had a 

mnnd that a friend Jhould not jpend the evening with Sim. 

€hrs^ging his Jhoulders, yostr Jjord/lnp may remember, was 

•ms much as tofsty, " You'll ruin me in wittc." lowh^T 

wtfosfcarce able to hear the fight. Soon after ^ he again at- 

dkotv oure d, vnth a good deal of pain ^ to ^fndvoords tdjpeak 

to me : est laft, not being able, after many efforts, he gavo 

M hemuyfigh, ami, I think, nvas afterwards filent. - ms 

^fats me in miwd of vohat ht faid, about five days ago. Hk 

ndetFOmredfivtKtsl timu tof^oak to hisfervaut (now and 

' - ' thtn 
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/^ hrcalUbiM by his nami^) «/ lafi^ mtfitdiki wnrit^ fm . 
^S^ifi oi'^tf/ hi 'uiOMld bt at 9 mfttr fim umafimfs^ Z«. 
fud^ " I am a fool." Nt^ hng ago^ fhe firwmt took up 
his 'watch that hv^ ufM the tMi t9 fee vihat 0* clock ii . 
oy^i, be/aidf ** Bring it here :** aMdtvheM it nuas irtug^tp- 
hs looked very attentively at it : fome timi ago, the Jer*_ 
numt *was breaking a large fiuhborn coal^ he Jaid^ Tlutt^l 
•* a ftonc, you blockhead.** 

In afev} days^ wfame very fijort time, e^er giuttSeme 
had been appointed for him, I vtent into his £mng rocth 
nuhere he *was fwalking, I faidfometbing to him very i^fig^ 
mficastty I know not vthat ; but injiead of making aiy kimd' 
ofan/wer to it, he faid, '* Go, go,** pointing vnth hie 
hand to the door, and immediately afiervoards, raifimg hie-, 
band to his head, he faid, *^ My beft underftanding/* aad, 
f$ broke off abruptly, and vtalked away, I am, my Letrd^ 

Your Lordihip*s moft obedient, 

and mod humble fervant, 

Deani Swift. 

4 
Thefe two letters will not ^obaUy occafion in you 
very chearftl fpeculations. Let us return back thercr; 
fiare to the Ullipiitians, and the Brobdingnaggians ; where 
70U will find many ridiculous sulvcntorcs, even fuchai- 
muil have excited mirth -in; Heraclitus. Where ia/^; 
delicacies do not intervene, the narrative b very entetv 
taining-and humorous. Several juft ftrokes of fatur ar$' 
fcattered up and down upon political enors in go^^rar:. 
ment. In fome parts, GvliiIvbr feems to have had 
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ptKfkti»t inddciits, if not ' pardcnlT p e ifensj r *ik^ Ur 
Hew. His obfenratioiii on edocadon- tre defiQ r and' 
ft are his improrements cm the infHtations oF LrctriD* * 
6^8. Upon reading orer the two firft parts of thefe tnt^ 
¥^8^ I think that I can difcorer a veiy great reftm^ 
Muic6 beivveen' certain paflages in GtJLLivBJt*s TOy a gr- 
to tilHpitty and the voyage of Gx-rano db BtaoaaACtv' 
the fan and moon. 

- Ctrako de Bergerac is a Ftendi author of a fingn- 
lar charader, who.had a very peculiar turn of wit and 
homouty in many refpeds refeonbling diat of Swi ft. 
jle wanted the advantages of learning, and- a regular 
dfacation i his imagination was lefs guaided, and- cor-^ 
ttB.y but- more agreeably extravagant; He has intrO' 
duced into his pfailorophicd romance, the- f3rfieniro^ 
Descartes (which was then much admired) intermixt 
urith feveral fine ftrokesof juft fajdr on the v^d, and 
ioimechanical enquiries of the philofophers, and albo« 
ttomers of that age : and in many parts he has evident- 
ly dire^d the plan, which the Dean of St. Patricr^s 
has purfued. 

• I am forry, and yet> in candour, I ought to- obftfV e » 
that Oui^LrvBR, in his voyage to tdlMpui^ dares even 
CO exert his vein of humour fo liberally^ as to place dlo* 
refitrvedioh (one of the nioAencottn^;ing principles o£ 
^eChriftian religion) in a ridicnlont, and contettipti*^' 
UcH light *. Why fliould that appointment be- deniei' 
td -mtn; or appear fe Very extraordinary in die hnnuoi- 
kilid, which the Author of natare has iUuftrated ha iKr 

• Page 5 J. vege-. 



Ibre- it ^ rife- tgiam to n e w b cAin y ^ aad* ^orf ? B^f 
int ^ridng^outl of nty province'> and* that I mfty bcr 
teivpt^ no farther, Ibcrerlet me end die aidcirm npon 
tto««M firftpaitr of GvLLi VSR's travdy; tke conclii^ 
fion-efwkichy I^ntefi GvLtrvsiR'aeikape-fiwi Bkoa- 
DtllONir<^y' b homdroiss, fadrical, and* decern. lanr; 
oiydeareA'HAMy bfdnty and inclination^ 

; P R R, E R T- 

, .. . , ^ . . 

w^tfff WW w w w wwwwwW'^wWwwwwwwww 

■ L E T T E R XII. 

■ My 4kar Hamilton, 

riHftttthird^art of GtiLiiy«*s travd. isifl gene- 
Jl tal^ written agdnft dkymiftsi mathematidanu 
mechanics, and proje^tAcs of aU Jdnds. 

Swift was litde acquainted with nunjieitiadcal 
kfiowledge, and was prejudiced againft it, by obfenring 
the ftrange effeds it produced in thofe, who applied 
themfdves entirely to that fdence. No part of hii- 
ihan Itteratore ha^ gi^^en greater fltength to the nund^ 
or has produced greiater benefits to niankindV. than the 
ftvqral branches of learning that may pdfs under the 
geteral denominatibn of mathematics. Biit the abufest 
of this llndy, the idle, thin, immechanical refinement^ 
of it, arc joft fubje^s of fatir The real u^ of know* 
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ledge it.to iavigorate/not to enenratc the fiicnldts.af 
icafon. Learning degenerates into a fpecies of mauif^ 
vefs, wlien it is not fuperior to what it, poilbfficth. TkO: 
(Saendfic powers are moft evident, when thej/ave ca* 
paUe of exerting themfelves in the ibcial duties of life : 
when they wear no chains, but can freely difengagf. 
themlelvesy and like a found conftitution of body, riie 
chearfiil, and more vigorous by the food they have-, 
acquired, being neither opprefied, nor rendered ftnpiil 
by the labours of digefUon. 

Lord Bacon has juffiiy expofed the vain poiiuits of 
oSenta^ou^-pedants in the different parts of learning, 
and their unaccountable temerity in deducing gs^wcal 
rules from arbitrary maxims, or few experiments ; he 
has likewife fixed upon a fare and certain bafis, thi^ pro* 
cedure and limits of the human underftanding. Swi ft 
has purfued the fame plan in a different manner, $ibi, 
has placed the imaginary, fchc^nes of all preteaderii^ 
in a more ludicrous, and dierefore in a more proper lij^ 

RiSculum Mri 
Fortius '4tc melius maguas pUrumqui feedt res. 

He cannot l>e fuppofed to condemn ufeful ejcperi^. 
ments, or the right application of them : but he ridi- 
cules the vain attempts, and irregular produ6Uons of 
thofe rafii men, who, like Ixion, embracing a cloud 
infiead ofagoddefs, plagued the world with centaurs^ 
whilft Jupiter, from the embraces of a Juno, and an 
Alcmkna, blefled the earth with an Hebe, and an 
Hbrculbs. 

However 
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However vnid the defcription 6F thejfying ifiamf, and 
the manners, and various proje^b of the pHilofopliers 
of Lagado may appear; yet it is a real pidare embellifii- 
ed with much latent wit and humour. It is a iatir up- 
on thofe aibonomers and niathematicians, who have fo 
entirely dedicated their dme to the planets, that they 
have been' carekfs of their family and country, and 
have been chiefly anxious, about the oeconofny and 
welfare of the upper worlds. But if we confider 
SwiFT^s romance in a ferious light, we (hall find him 
of opinion, th^t thofe determinations in philofophy, 
which at prefent feem to the moft kftdwing men to h6 
perfedly well founded and underftood, are . ih reality 
imfettled, or micertain, and* may perhaps tome ages 
hence be as much decried, as the ixibms oF Aris- 
totle are at this day. Sir Isaac Newton and his 
notions may hereafter be out of fafhion. There is a 
kind of mode in philofophy, as weU as in other things : 
and fuch modes ojften change more from the humour 
and caprice of men, thai) either ifrom the unreafonable, 
or the ill-founded condufions of the philofophy itfelf. 
The reafonings of (bme philoibphers have undoubtedly 
better foundations than thofe of others : but I am ot 
opinion (and Swii If feems to be in the fame way of 
thinking) that the moft applauded philofophy hitherto 
ej^nt has not fully, clearly, and certainly explained 
many difficulties in the phenomena of nature. I am 
induced to believe, that God may have abfolutely de- 
nied us the perfod knowledge of many points in phi- 

H ~- lofophy. 
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lofophy. To that we fliall never arrive at that perfeC' 
don, however certain we may fuppofe ourfelves of 
having attained to it already. Upon the whole> we 
may fay with Tully, Ommhus fere in rehis, et maximi 
in pkyjicisquidnonjit cititiSf quam ^d Jit, dixerim. 

The projeft for a more eafy and expeditious method 
of writing a tteatife in any fcience, by a wooden en- 
gine *, it entertainingly fatirical, and is aimed at thofe 
authors, who, inftead of receiving materials from their 
own thoughts and obfervadons, collect from dictiona- 
ries and common place-books, an irregular variety, 
without order, ufe or de£gn, 

Ut nee pes nee caput uni 
Reddatur forma. 

The proje^ of Ihortning a difcourfe, by cutting po- 
lyfyllables into one, and leaving out verbs and parti- 
ciples^, is pointed at the pernicious cuftom of con- 
trailing the Englifh language, the dialefl of which 
is naturally harih, and that harihnefs is flill encreafed 
by improper contradtions. As Swift was fcrupuloufly 
exad in the pronoundation of his own tongue, not the 
leail improper expreffion ever efcaped his cenfure : and 
I remember to have feen in manufcript a didlionaiy of 
hard words, compofed by him for the ufe of his female 
fenate. 

•Page 218. 
*> Page 220. 

The 
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♦ The fixth chapter * is full of fcvcrity and fatir* 
Sometimes it is exerted againft the legiflative power : 
fometimes againft particular politicians: fometimes 
againft women: and fometimes it degenerates into filth. 
Tme humour o«gkt to be kept up with decency, and 
dignity, or it lofes every tinfture of entertainment. 
Defcriptions that ihock our ddicacy cannot have the 
leaft good efted upon our minds. They offend us, and 
we Ry precipitatdy from the ilght. We cannot ftay 
long enough to examine, whether wit, fenfe, or mo- 
rality, may be couched uhder fucfc odious appearances. 
I am forry to fay, that thefe fort of defcriptions, which 
are too often intirfperfed throughout all S wi ft's works, 
are feldom written with any other view, or from any 
other motivey Alum ft wild unbridled indulgence of hi» 
own humour and difpofition. 

He feems to have finiftied his voyage to Laputa in 
a carelefi hurrying^ mann^i^, wl^ch makes ibe almOft 
think that fometimes he was tired of Vs work, and 
attempted to run through it as faft as he could ; other- 
wife why was the curtain dropped fo foon? or* why 
were we deprived of fo noble a fcene as might 
Vive been diftoVefed in the ifland of CfMuMii^ 
qjohere the governor ^ by his JkiH in ngcrcmancy^ bad the 
^jiower of ccdlini iwiik hi pleafed from the dead f I have 
not tiirfe b/tkis poft to write to you my thoughts upon 
a fubjeft, which I confefs awakened, but by no means 
'fatisficd my curiofity. I lamented to find fo many il- 

■ » Page 2^3. ''Chap. 7. Page 252. 

• - • \ "^ • , H z luflrioui 
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loftrioas ghofts vanifh fo qoicklyy and fo abraptly from 
my fight» many of whom were of the brighteft cha:> 
radters in hiftory. In my next letter I (hall endeavour 
to detain them a little longer in heicefttr-fiildsy tiiait 
Swift fuf&red them to (lay in the iiland of Sor- 
cerers. 

I am^ 

My dior HamATOV, 

I'Bur affeSitmati Father ^ 

ORR E R y. 

' ■ 1 

LETTER Xlti. 

\ ■ ■ 

Mj iearefi HA-MtLT0ir» . . 

I Believe it would be impoffible to find out the defigQ 
of Dr. SwiPTy in (iunmoning np a parcel of ap- 
:|>arxtions, that from their behavionr, or from any thi^ 
tkey fay, are almoft of as little confequence, as the 
fhoib in Gay's &ce of the Wh4it sTje call it. Per- 
ha|»». Swift's general defign nught be^ to arraign the 
condu£fc of eminent perfons after their death, and to 
convey their names, and images to pofterityT^prived 
of thofc falfe colours, in which they formerly appear- 

•d. 
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e^. If theijb w^ hjs ixtfeQtions> he has mifTed his aim ; 
or at leail, has been lb far carried away by his difpofitioii 
to raillery^ that the moral, which ought to arlfe from fuch 
a fable, is buried in obfcurity. 

The firft airy fubilance introduced is Alexander the 
Great*. After a hint from Gulliver, that we have 
loft the true Greek idiom, the conqueror ef the uni- 
verfe is made to declare upon his honour, '' That be 
'* died by exi^ff^e drinHng, not by poifony A trifling, 
apd an improper obfervation'; becaufe the apparition 
IS called up as he appeared at the head of his army, 
juft after the battle ol Arbela, I own my expedations 
were great, when I found his appearance was to be at 
fuch a remarkable jundure : and I particularly wiihed 
to fee him properly introduce^ afler that battle, as the. 
compaflion and generofity which he (hewed to the fa- 
mily of Darius, was highly worthy of imitation. 
There are other circumftances in the hiftorical records 
of him, that redound to his honour. His tender re- 
gard to Pindar, by fparing the houfe of that poet 
(when he rafed the city of Thebes) feems to demand per- 
petual gratitude from all fucceeding bards. The man- 
ner in which he Vifitcd the tomb of Achilles : the af- 
fedlion and rcfpeft paid by him to Aristotle; the 
undaunted confidence placed in his phyfiqan Philip, 
are inftances fufficient to ihew, that Alexander did 
not want fome virtues of humanity ; and when we con- 
fidcr feveral of his rafh aftions of ebriety, they con- 
vince us, how far the native excellencies of the mind 
• Chap. 7. Page 234, ■ 

H 3^ may 
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may be debafed and changed by paffions which too ' 
often attend fuccefs and Inxoiy, 

Utcunque defecere mtres^ 
De^tforant ben^ naia culpa. 

It is evident, my Ham, that Swift had conceived 
an abfolute difgufl to Alexander, whofe chara^whe 
aims to deftroy, by touching it in fo flight a manner, 
&at he puts me in mind of the vifit paJd by Augustus 
Cjesar, to Alexander's fepulchre at Ahxandrla. 
Upon the Emperor's arrival, the body of the Macedo- 
nian hero was found in its full dimenfions, but fo ten- 
der, notwithftanding all the former embalming, that; 
Casar, by touching only the nofe of it, defaced the 
whole figure immediately. 

Hannibal * feems to have been funjjnoned with no 
other view than to cenfure Livy the hiilorian. ft is 
not only improbable, but impoi&ble^ that Hannibai;* 
ihould hav^ canried a fufficient quantity of vinegar for 
the purpofe related by Livy : but as vinegar will cer- 
tainly foften, and diiTolve Hones, th.e experiment might 
have been improved, or fo contrived by Hannibal, as 
to appear to make an eafy, and expeditious ojpenin^ 
through fome particular paifage, steady fitted for the 
purpofe. Such a trial, pra£UjCed in that a|;e of dark- 
nefs, and properly managed, might have been univer- 
fally received as a kind of miracle : fo that Livy could 
fcarcc have avoided inferting the report as an acknow- 
ledged truth : efpedally \yh9n the faft itfdf (eems to 

infer 
^ Page 235, ^ 



AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 103 

infer that the Romans were'in^ncible, unlefs from (oijie, 
iupernatural caufe. Swift (no ^end to military men) 
thinks the Carthagtniau general uhworthy of any far- 
ther notice : and hailens to call up the fenate of Rome. 
This gives him an opportunity of being very fevere 
upon a certain modem aflembly, which he treats in a 
manner more refembling the Cynic in his cell, than the 
free humoured Rabilais in his eafy chair. 

PoMPEY and Cjesar only appear to grace the entry 
of Brutus, who is Switt*s favourite patriot: but as 
C/ESAR generouily confeiTed to Gul£.iver» *' That the 
*' greatifi aSions of his lifcj 'were not^ by many degrees , 
** equal to the glory of taking it tewayy'' it would have been 

a proper alleviation of the difbttor^s crimes, to have ac- 
knowledged him the greateil (lateiman, orator, and 
foldier of the age, in which he lived : an age, fertile of 
eminent men : an age, when ambition was fcarce looked 
upon as a crime : and when the Roman virtue (once 
the fupport and prefervation of the commonwealth) 
was long iince lofl in vice and luxury : at fuch a time a 
fingle mailer was become neceflary, and Po m p e y would 
have feized the reins of government^ had not C/esar 
interpofcd. If the confpirators had reilored liberty to 
their country, their a£l had been completely glorious, 
and would have {hewed, that Casar, not Ronu^ was 
degenerated. But if we may judge from the confe- 
<|ttences, Heaven difapproved of the deed : a particular 
fate attended the confpirators, not one of whom died 
a natural death: and even Brutus, perhaps recoiled- 
inj; in his lait moments the benefits, which he had re- 

H 4 ceived 
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ceived from C^sar, was ikggered in his thoughts q£ 
virtue, and imagining himfelf deceived by a ihadow 
broke out into ^ pathetical expreflion, fignifyin^ 
*' that he had ivorfijpped virtue as a fuhJIoMce^ and bad 
•• found it only a Jhadow :*' fo that he feems tp hav^ 
wanted that fortitude of mind, which conftantly attends 
true virtue to the grave. This defeat in the charadcf 
cf Brutus is not improperly exprefled in the famous 
galery of the great duke of Tufcany^ where there is a 
very fine head of Brutus begun by Michael Angelo^ 
but left unfiniihed : under it is engraven upon a copper 
plate, this difUch, 

Daiw'Bruti ffigiem fculptor de mar more duett. 
In ment em feeler is *i;enit, et ahftinuit. 

If Brutus erred, it was from a wrpng notion of 
virtue. The charafter of C^sar is perhaps more 
amiable, but lefs perfcdl : his faults were great ; how- 
ever, many of them were foils to his virtues. A modem 
eminent writer has reprefented him as a glutton: he 
tells us, that when C^s ar went to the public feaib, he 
conftantly took a vomit in the morning, with a defigii 
to indulge himfelf with more keennefs, and tp increaie 
his appetite for the enfuing fcaft. The fadt is true; but 
I would willingly believe the inference unjuft. It it 
piorc than probable, that he pra^fed this cuftom by 
the advice of his phyficians, who might dire£lfuch a re- 
gimen, as the moft certain, and immediate prefervatioi;i 
againft epileptic fits, to which the Did^r was ofteij 

liable. 
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Ikbie. Your grandfather, my konoured father, (who 
was excelled by few phyficiaas in the theory of phyfic) 
hsa often told me, that convuliions of this kind were 
of fuch a nature as generally to come on after eating, 
and mof^ violently, if the iikomach was overloaded, 
CiBSAR was fo careful in obferving a decent dignity in 
]us behavipur^ that he dreaded the fbame of expoiing 
p^blickly this weaknefs in ^is conftitution ; and there- 
fore guarded againft it in a prudent manner, which ha» 
fince been confbued into a reproach. This furmife, 
my Ham, refts updn the fbonger foundation, as all au- 
thors agree, tiiat he was moft &ri£Uy, and remarkably^ 
abflemious. 

In his public charader Cjesak appears a ftrong ex- 
ample, how far the grcateft natural, and acquired ac- 
compliihments may lofe thdr luftre, when made fubfer- 
vient to falfe glory, and an inmioderate thirft of power ^ 
as on the other hand, the hiftory of Brutus may in- 
ftruft us, what unhappy effefts the rigid exercife of fu- 
periour virtue, when mifapplied and carried too far, 
may produce in the mod iledfail mind, or the foundeft 
judjgement. 

GuLLivBR has given to Brutus five companions, 
JuK. Brutus, Socrates, Epaminondas, Cato tim 
cenfor, and Sir Thomas Moore. Such a fextum- 
virate is not eafily to be encreafed : yet, let me hope, 
that the reflexion is too feverely critical, when he adds, 
*' ihat all the ages of the mjorld cannot furnijh wt afiventbJK 
j^very ag^ has produced men of virtue, and abilities in 
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die higheil degree. The race of mankind, fince their 
£rftcreation» have been always the fame. Tlie greateft 
characters have been blended with the greateft feults. 
Poets and hiilorians have fingled out particular perfons 
for fame and immortality : they have adorned them 
with accomplifhments, which perhaps they never pof- 
fcScd, while other men equally meritorious have been 
filently buried in oblivion, with only the felf confcioof- 
me& of deferving a rank among the companions of fin v- 
TiFs in the Elyfian fields. 

In this illuflrious fextumvirate, Socrates and Sir 
Trouas Mooas undoubtedly deferve the pre-eminence. 
.The extravagant virtue of Junius Brutus is fhock^ 
ing to every parent, and every good-natured mind. 
The important fcrvices of the father might ymSdy have 
claimed from the public the pardon of his fons : and 
if his paternal piety had faved their lives, his pre- 
^pts and example might fo effedually have reclaim* 
cd their errors, as to have made them become uieful 
members of the commonwealth. I am fully perfuaded, 
that if Dr. Swift had been a father, we fhould not 
liave found the name of Junius Brutus where it is 
now placed. 

• In Efaminondas the Theban glory firft appeared : 
tnd died. His own merit, in overcoming the greatell 
difficulties, entirely fixed his reputation. A happy 
concurrence of circumflances has often given fame to 
others; but Efaminondas was indebted for his fupe* 
tior charaAer only to himfelf 

1 I am 
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' I am in fome doubt, whether Cato the Cenftir can 
fairiy claim a rank among fo choice a groope of ghofts. 
He jaftly indeed condemned the luxury of the Romans, 
and he puniflied their vices with an impartial feverity : but 
berein he feems to have indulged his own natural temper 
radier than to have a^bed abfolutely from a love of vir- 
tue: he was a dedared enemy to poetry, painting, and 
all the politer arts ; he was proud, vain, and morofe : 
but above all, he was fo extremely avaritious, that 
Rhadamantrus in the Archbiihop of Cambray*s 
dialogues of the dead, after exprefling fome regard to 
his merits, tells him, as he was an ufurer he CQuld not 
be admitted into the Elyfian fields : and therefore orders 
him to keep the gate as porter: in which iituation, he 
niight gratify the cenforioufnefs of his difpofition, by 
examining every ghoft that attempted to come into 
Ehjjfium^ and by flintting the door againft all thofe, who 
were not qnalified for admittance. Rh adamanthvs 
then gives him money to pay Charon for fuchpafTengers, 
who were not able to pay for themfelves, and at the 
fame time declares, that he will puniih him as a robber, 
if he offers to lend out that money upon ufury. How 
very different, you will fay, are the fentiments of 
Archbiihpp FiNELON, and of Dr. Swift in their 
judgement of Cato. The one, thinks him unworthy 
of a place among millions in Elyfium, while the other 
diftinguifhes him among the' greateft men of antiquity. 
Prom this di&nfion of opinions maybe traced, perhaps, 
tthe particular temper both of the Ar^hbi&op and of the 

Dean, 
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Elcan, and from thence loay be deduced the resSon, 
why the Ccn/ir was eileemed by the latter, and con* 
demned by the former. 

* GuLLivEn, after having taken a tranfient vie\y of 
munberlefs illaftrioue perfons, ^xoxn l\e does not name, 
dofes the chapter, and gives me am oppofltufu^ of 
finiihing my letter. Late, very late, may you become 
aghoft! And when one, may you equal any of SwiFrV 
fextumvirafie, and may his ghoft (grown Itb ^y^loal 
^d better inftru£led) rejoice to admit you into the com-, 
pany, from which he has fo arbitrarily exclude4 all future 
generations. So wifhes, fo prays 

llaur affcBionate Fatlur^ 

w 
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LETTER XIV. 

GULLIVER, tired of heroes, changes the fcene 
in the eighth chapter of his voyage to Laputa, 
and becomes curious to know the fituation of poets and 
philofophers, who, in their turn, have as eagerly con- 
ttndcd fdr fame, as C^sar for power, or Brutus for 
HJierty.- Hedeiires, that Homer and Aristotle ma^ 
'mak^ t&eir appearance at the head of their commenta- 

tors. 
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tors. Homer, fays our traveller, " mjos the taller^ 
" and conuUer ferfon ofthet^wo: ^walked 'very ereS flir 
one of his age, and bis eyes ivere the moft quick artd 
fiercing I ever heheW* It is certain, that HomeI 
has rather gained, than loft vigour by his years. Twenty 
fix centuries have not unbraced his nerves, or given one 
wrinkle to his brow: and although Gulliver \ak 
beftowed upon him the additional ornament of £ne 
eyes, ytt I am apt to think they made the figure of diii 
divine old man lefs awful : at leaft I am glad that h6 
wanted his eye fight while He lived, iince it is impoffiUe, 
not to conclude from the prodiidions of Homer and 
Milton, that the Minis Eye becomes more intenfely 
difceming, when it is not interrupted by external objeds'l 
It is an old obfervation, that Homer has nouriflied 
more perfohs than Sylla, Cmbak, and Augustus ^ 
and whife their pi£lures have decayed, not a letter of 
the Iliad has been loft. The Grecian poet not orAf 
preierves Kis original form, but blfeathfes fi'ecly, and 
looks beautiAil in other languages : a happier metempfy^ 
chofisthan Pythagoras ever dreamt of. However 
if Homer was abfblutely obliged to wear the' different 
dreiles, which have been givien to him, he would fome^ 
times, I believe, find the motion of his limbs vneafy 
and confined : and would prefer his own fitnple attiit 
even to the birth day fuit, which our EngUih bard ha^ 
given him. The commentators have done lefs honooi: 
to Homer than the tranflators. Some of thofe learned 
pedants have entirely wafted their obfervations upon 
particles and words : others have run into a minute er- 
I adUicfsy 
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adnefs, in comparing the propriety of his images : while 
others ag^n, have endeavoured to trace out from the 
Iliad and Odyfley all the rudiments of arts and fden- 
ces. Some there are, who dwell on fuch narrow circum* 
fiances, as were negledbd by Homer, and can only be 
fuitable to their own confined genius. They arc not able 
to purfue him in his fublime flights, and attempt therefore, 
to bring him upon a level with themfelves. Their low 
mechanical notions remind me of an abfurd probleifk 
propofed by the famous Monfieur Huet, whether the 
Iliad might not be written upon vellum in fo imall a 
hand, that the whole might be contained within a nut- 
fhell ? This important queftion is faid to have engaged 
the thoughts and attention of the French court, and 
j^ves us a true pifture of a laborious, taftelefs critic upon 
Homer. The Dauphin, and his train, are for putting 
the Hiad into a nutfhell, when Alexander, and his 
courtiers, chofe the richeft, and moil curious cabinet 
of Darius, as the only proper repofitory for HoMER'i 
works. 

Homer and Aristotle were as oppofite aspoflible 
in their characters : but Dr. Swift has placed them 
together, chiefly with a view of fhewing their commen* 
tators, in that jufl and ridiculous light, in which thofe 
fcholiafts ought to appear. When an age is blefled 
with the produ^ons of an uncommon genius, fuch as 
lefembles Homer, it mud, in fonye ^eafure, be punifh. 
ed by bad imitations and comments ; in the fame man* 
ner that yqu may have obferved the fun by its heat 
and inHucncc raifing vapours> and animating infeda^ 

that 
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that infedl and perhs^s corrupt the air, in which he 
ihines with fo much luftre. But, when an original ad- 
mired author, as Aristotle, is really erroneous, and 
(deceives with falfe fpecious principles, what a train of 
errors muft arife from commentators on fuch fubjefb, 
who,^whiIe they endeavour to purfue and extend a plea- 
£ng enchanted profpe^^ that has no real foundation, 
deviate into a dark, difagreeable road of briers and 
thorns? 

It is on this account that the Dean has introduced 
Aristotle in company with Homer. The defcrip- 
tion of that philofopher is fine, and in a few words 
reprefents the true nature of his works. ^^ He ftoopei 
•* nmch^ and mad» uft ofaftaff, ' His 'vifage nvas muigre^ 
^* his hair lank and tbin^ and Ins 'voice boUonjn^ "^y not 
having the immortal fpirit of Homer, he was unable 
to keep his body ereft : and the flafF which weakly 
Supported lum, like his commentators, made this defe6b 
more confpicuous. He wanted not fome ufeful quali- 
ties, but thefe real ornaments, like his hair, were this 
and ungraceful. His Hyle was harih, and, like his 
voice, hadneither force nor harmony. He was witk*- 
out doubt a man of great genius and penetration, but 
he did infinitely more prejudice than f^rvice %o real 
literature. He fbidied words more than fa6ts^ and de- 
livered his jphilofophy perplexed with fuch intricate 
logical terms, as have laid a foundation for the endlefs 
fcholailic difputations, which have corrupted and re- 
tarded the progrefs of learning. He waged war with 
all his prcdeceflbrs- He never quotes an author^ except 
- with 
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With a view to refute his opinion. Like the Oftoman 
Emperor, he could not reign in fafety, till he had firft 
defboyed his brethren. He was as ambitious in fcience; 
as his pupil Alexander was in arms. He SilmtA to be 
a defpotic original ; and not only to be the Priiice> but 
the Tyrant of philofophy. What then can be expeft- 
ed from the commentators on his works, who were 
devoid of his ingenuity, and pofTefTed of all his intri- 
cate follies ? Ramus with his covert ignorance^ and 
ScoTUs and A<^iNAs with their fubdiviiions, and ima- 
ginary nothings, muft make a contemptible figure in 
the £,lyfian fields, which tre the iiippofed manfiiiMis of 
chearfulnefs, truth, and candour, and co&fequently 
muft be a very improper fttuation for thAt tribe of phi^ 
lofophers. 

/ then defired^ f^s GuLtiviR, ibat DasCARTSi 
and Ga^endi might be eaiUd t^: with wi/vm J 
^' frivatled to exflam their J^fiems to Aristotle* Tbit 
^* great fJMofopher freely ^aehtowUdged bit own ndfiaket 
*^ in natural philofopl.yy betauje he proceeded in nunef 'tbingt 
^^ nfon eenjeBnrey as all men mufi do ; euid befimtii tbm 
'* Gassindi, oui^ had made tbedoSrinetf Epicv&va 
^ eu palatable as he could, and the *uortices rf Dbscar- 
*' TEs mjere equally to be exploded. I believe you wilt* 
find, my dear Hamilton, that Aristotle is ftiU to 
be preferred to Epicurus. The former made fome 
ofeful experiments and difcoveries, and wastegaged ia 
a real purfuit of knowledge, although his manner ik 
much perplexed. The latter was full of Vftnity aaA 
'ambition. He was an impoftor^ and only aimed at 

dc- 
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deceiving. He feemed not to believe the principles 
which he has aflerted. He committed the government 
of all things to chance. His natural philofophy is ab- 
iurd. Plis moral philofophy wants its proper bafis, the fear 
of God. MoniieurBAYLE, one of his warmeft advocates » 
is of this lall opinion, where he &ys, " Oh Tiefcauroit fas 
dire a£e^ de biin de thmnetiti dijes mantn, ni Affhc de 
mal defes 'opinions fur la religion. ^^ His geneVal maxim, 
that happinefs confided in pleafure was too inuch un^ 
guarded, and' liiuft Xxy a fctandaiion of a moft deftrudtive 
prafUce : although, from his temper and conftitution» 
he made his adTons, fufiiciently. pleafnrahle to hinifelf, 
and agreeable to the rules of br^ frhilofophy. ' His 
fortune exempted' hidi from csifeknd follicitude. His 
valetudinarian habit of body from intemperance. He 
paired the greateft part of his time in his garden, where 
he enjoyed all the elegant amufemetits of life. There 
heiludi'ed. There he nught his pKilofophy. This 
particular happy 'fi&ation greatly contributed to that 
tranquillity of mijid, and indolence of body which he 
made his chief ends. He had hot however refolution 
fufficientto meet the gradual approaches of death, and 
wanted that conftamcy which Sir William Temple 

afcribes to him: for m^^s laft moments^ when he found 
tliat bis condition was defperate, he took fuch largs. 
draughts of wine, t&Slt he was abfolutely intoxicated, 
and deprived of his fenfes ; fo that he died more like 
a bicchanal, than aphilofopher: to which the epigram 
alludes 

I Hinc 
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Hinc Stygias ebfius haujit aqitas, 

I fhotild not have ventured into this criticifm and 
ccnfure upon thcfc antient philofophers, not even to 
yOUy my deareft Ham, if my opinion was not in a 
great meafure fupported by Lord Bacoh^ who, as he 
was certably the mod accurate jodge of this fubjed, 
might be perhaps, from that pre-eminence^ too fevere 
a critic. It muft be owned, that Eficurvs m 'parti- 
cular has many Followers and admirers among the aft* 
tients, and among the modems. Ciciro commends 
him for cultivating his friendfhips in the moft exquifite 
manneri The book lyes open before me, and I will 
tranfcribe the words, De qua [amcitia] Epicurus fui- 
dem ua die it omnium rtrum quas ad biate vi'vendum fa- 
pi entia cjomfard'verit^ nihil ij/fe majus amicitid, nihil uie-, 
riusi nihil jucundius^ neque ifgro hoc oratione Jolum, fed 
muho magii vita i^ fadis^ et moriius^omfrohavit, Dio- 
genes Laertius praifes his virtue and learning. In 
the AuguHan age th^greateft names areinfertcd among 
his followers. C/esar, Atticus, M^cenas, Lu- 
cretius, ViRciL, and Horace embraced his philor 
fophy, and gave a liiftre to his ~{c6l, and dodbines. 
Sir William Temple hys, .** that he ivonders, njchy 
*• fuch fharp inveSii'es ivere fo^ gwerally made againft 
•* Epicurus, by the aga tk<t f^o^ed him : efpecial'y 
" tu his admirable *tvit, ftlicity of expteffton^ excelUnce 
" of nature y ftueetnefs of connjerjation^ Umperaiice of Ufe^ 
" and C9nfiancy of diath, made him fo much helo'ved by 

" his 






AND Win tliCGS or Dii. SWIFT. 1 1 5 

* ^/V friends^ a^mind by bis fcbelm-Sy and honoured by 

•* the Athenians?'' Sir William TkIiple imputes diii 

iftjaftic^ " to the envy^ and maligrdty tf the Stoics, and 

•* to fome gro/s pretenders, <who ajfumed the denomination 

" of that fea : tjoho miftoUk his fim§urite prwcipli' 

(That all hafpiniss cons|st&o in flbasur,x) '^ by 

confining it to jenfual fleafure only. To thefe fucceedtd 

the Chrifiians^ 'who efteemed his principles of natural 

phibfophy more oppofiteto thofe of our religion than either 

the Flatonifts, the Firipatttics^ or. even the Stoics thern'^ 

febves?'' This is tfie Opinion^ and thefe are almoft 

the exadl words of the great Sir William Temple. 

Swift equally explodes Epicvrus, and the more 

modem philofophers DiscAaTES'and Gassenpi. 

Descartes was a kpight errant i|i pl^lofophy, per- 

petaally miftaking windmills for giants ; yet by the 

ftrength of a walrm imagination he ihu*ted fome opini- 

onsy wivich probably put - Sir Isaac Newton, and 

iOthersy on making many ezp^ipients that produced 

moft ofeful diicoveries. 

Gassendi was ^ftepmed one pf the greateft oma- 

jnents of France, iis was a do^kor of divinity, and 

^yal profefibr of maChentatics. He was born in Pro- 

*vence in 1 592, .^nd died in 1 65 5 . With great induftry 

ke coUe&ed whatever related to the perfon, and to thf 

philofophy of Epicurus, the latter of which he has 

reduced into a compleat fyilem. 

I have now, my Hamilton, curforily gone ^- 

rpugh the charafters of fuch ghofts, as are nominally 

'l\ fpeciiied 
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fpecified by Ghlliver. I may be wrong either in my 
adcount, or in my obfervations : and I (hall rejoico 
to be confuted by y<>u in any point of learning what- 
ever. 

The defcription of the Strukdbruggs, in the tenth 
chapter, is an inibii£tive piece of morality : for, if we 
confider it in a ferious light, it tends to reconcile us to 
6ur final diiTolntion. Death, when fet in contrail to 
the immortality of the Struldbruggs, is no longer 
the King of Terrors : he loies his fting : he appears to 
us as a friend : and we chearfully obey his fummons, 
becaufe it brings certain relief to the greatefl miferies. 
It is in this defcription, that Swift fhines in a parti- 
cular manner. He probably felt in himfelf the eSt&s 
of approaching age,' and tacitly dreaded that period 
of life, in which he might become a reprefentative o£ 
thofe mi/erahle immortah^ His apprehenUons were on* 
fortunately fiilfilled. He lived to be the moft inelan- 
-choly fight that was ever beheld : yet, even in that con« 
dition, he continued to inlbrudl, by appearing a pro- 
vidential inilance to niortify the vanity, which is too 
apt to arife in the human breaft. Our life (Cannot be 
pronounced happy, till the kft (bene is dofed with eafe 
and rcfignation ; the mind ftill continuing to prefervc 
Its ufual dignity, and falling into the arms of death, 
as a wearied traveller finks into reft. This Is that. Eh- 
thanafia which Augustus often defired, which Anto- 
NI.I4U8 Pivfi enjoyed, and for which overy wife man will 

pray. 
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pray. God Almighty's providence proteft and guide 
you, my Ham, whatever fi^te of life, or fortune at- 
tends 

four affeSHonU Father^ 

ORRERY. 



LETTER XV, 



IT is with great reluclance, I (hall make fonie r^ 
marks on Gulliver's voyage to t\iQ.Houyhnh»ms. 
In this laftpart of his imaginary travels. Swift has 
indulged a mifanthropy that is intolerable. The re- 
prefentation which he has given us of human nature, 
mull terrify, and even debafe the mind of the reader 
who views it. His fallies of wit and humpur lofe all 
their force, nothing remaining but a melancholy, and 
difagreeable impreflion : and, as I have faid to you, 
on other parts of his works, we are difguflcd, not en- 
tertained ; we are (hocked, not inftruAed by the fable. 
I fliould therefore chufe to t^ke no notice of his Ya- 
hoos, did I not think it neceiTary to affert the dignity 
of human nature, and thereby, in fome meafure, tq 
pay my duty to the great author of our fpecies, whq 
has created us in a v.^ry fearful, and a w^xy wonder- 
ful manner. 

I 5 ^^ 
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We are compdfcd of a mind, and of a body, in-f 
timately united, and mutually afTe^ling each other, 
Their operatio^is indeed are entirely different. Whe- 
ther the immortal fpirit, that enlivens this fine mar 
chine, is originally of a fuperior nature in various bo- 
dies (which, I own, feeiris moft confiftcnt and agree- 
able to the fcale and order of beings) pr, whether the 
difference depends on a fymmetryy or peculiar ftmdhiK 
of the organs combined with it, is beyond my reach 
to determine. It is evidently certain, that the body 
is curioufly formed with proper organs to delight;^ and 
fttch as are adapted to all the neceifary ufes of life. 
The fpirit animates the whole ; it guides the natural 
appetites, and confines them within juft limits. But^ 
the natural force of this fpirit is often immerfed ki . 
matter ; and the mind becomes fubfervient to paflions, 
which it ought to govern and dired. Your friend Ho- 
race, although of the Epicurean doflrine, acknow- 
ledges this truth, where he fays, 

^ffue affigii humo dMn^e farticulam aune. 

It is no. lefs evident, that this immortal fpirit has an 
independent power of adling, and, v/hen cultivated in 
a proper manner, feemingly qpits the corporeal frame 
within which it is imprifohed, and foars into higher, 
and more fpacious regions ; where, with an energy^ 
which,! had almofl faid was divine, it ranges among 
thofe heavenly bodies, (hat, in this lower world, are 
fcarce vifible to our eyes ; and we can at once explain 
the diilancJC^ magnitude, and velocity pf the planets, 
4 «wi 
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and can foretel, even to a degree of minutenefs, the 
particular time when a comet will return, and when 
the fun will be eclipfed in the next century. Thefe 
powers certainly evince the dignity of human nature 
and the furprifxng efFeds of the immaterial fpirit with- 
in us, which, in fo confined a ftate, cap thas dif- 
cngage itfelf from the fttters of matter. It is fron^ 
this pre-eminence of the foul over the body, that we 
are enabled to view the qxad order, and carious va- 
riety of different beings ; to confider, and cultivate 
the natural produdions of the earth ; and to admire, 
and imitate the wife benevolence which reigns through- 
out the whole fyftem of the univerfe. It is from hence, 
that we forn> moral laws for eur condu^l. From 
hence, we delight in copying that great original, who» 
in his eifence, is uttjcrly M^comprehenfibie, but, in bis 
influence, is powerfully apparent to eveiy d^;ree of 
his creation. From hence too, we perceive a real 
|[)eauty in virtue, :^nd a diftindion between good and 
evil. Virtue ads with the utmoft generoiity, and with 
no view to her own advantage: while vice» like a 
glutton, feeds herfelf enormouily, and then is willing 
to difgorge the naufeQo^ offals of her feafi. But I 
ihall wander too far, efpecially as I flatter myfelf, that 
your mind is fo good, and fp unprejudiced, that yo^ 
will more eafily feel, than I jcan illulh-ate, the troth 
of th^e aflertipns. 

SXTiFT deduces his obfcr^'ations from wrong pria- 
ciples ; for, in his land of Hmtfhnhnmst he ooniiders 
the foal and body in their moH degeneiate^ and (}n- 

I 4 Cttld- 
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coltivated flate : the former as a flave to the appetites 
of the latter. He feems infenfible of the furpriiing 
jnechaniimy and beauty of every part of the huiinan 
compofition. He forgets the fine defcription which 
Ovid gives of mankind. 

Os bomtni fuhhmedeiif^ ccclumque tueri 
Jujfit^ et ereSos ad fidera toller e *vultus. 

In painting Yahoos he becomes one himfelf. Nor 
u the piflure which he draws of the Hovyhnhnms^ in- 
viting or amufing. It wants both light and fhade tp 
adorn it. It is cold and infipid. We there view the 
pure inftin<5ls of brutes, unaililled by any knowlege 
of letters, afting within their own narrow fphere, 
merely foi; their immediate prefcrvation. They arc 
incapable of doing wrong, therefore they a6l right. 
It is furely a very low charadler given to creatures, in 
whom the author would infinuate fome degree of rea- 
foni tJiat they ad inoffenfively, when they have nei- 
ther the motive nor the power to adl otherwife. Their 
virtuous qualities are only negative. Swift himfelf, 
amidft all his irony, muft have confefTed, that to mo- 
derate our pafiions, to extend our munificence to 
others, to enlarge our underftanding, and to raife our 
idea of the Almighty by contemplating his works, is 
not only the bufinefs, but often the practice, and the 
ftudy of the human mind. It is too certain, that no 
one individual has ever poflcfled every qualification 
and excellence : however fuch an aflemblage of dif- 
ferent virtues^ may ^1 be colleded from different per- 

(ons. 
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Tons, as are fufHcient to place the dignity of human 
nature in an amiable, and exalted ftation. We muft 
lament indeed the mmy inftances of thofe who dege* 
nerate, or go aftray from the end and intention of 
their being. The true fource of this depravit^ is of- 
ten owing to the want of education, to the falfe indul* 
gence of parents, or to fome other bad caufes, which 
are conilantly prevalent in every nation. Many of 
thefe errors are finely ridiculed in the foregoing parts 
of this romance : but the voyage to the Houylmhn^ 
is a real infult upon mankind. 

I am heartily tired of this laft part of Gulli veil's 
travels, and am glad, that, having exhaufted all my 
obfervations on this difagreeat^le fubjed, I may finiih 
my letter \ efpepially as the conclufion of it naturally 
turns my thoughts from Yahoos, to one of the deareft 

pledges I have upon earth, yourfelf : to whom I am a 
mofl; 



JffeSlionate Father, 
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LETTER XVI. 



WHAT is to be done, my Hamilton, with the 
fbunh volume of Swirr^s works ? How can I 
amuie yon with any remarks firpm a colledion of trads, 
HOC only upon exceeding grave fubjeds, but entirely- 
relative to the kingdom of Ireland^ not only local, 
but temporary ? In the beginning of the volume is a 
pamphlet entitled A Letter from a Member of the Houft 
of Commons in Ireland^ to a Member of the Houfe of 
Cemmons" in England^ concerning the Sacramental Tejty 
'written in the year 1 708 : and it is preceded by an ex- 
planatory advertifement, that was either dictated, or 
firidly revifed by the Dean himfelf. He held the dif- 
renters in the utmofl degree of ridicule and deteftation. 
He had an opennefs in his difpofition, and a firanknefs 
in his conduct, that bore an abhorrence to all kind of 
referve : even to difcretion. Solemnities and outward 
forms were defpifed by him. His humorous difpoii- 
tion tempted him to anions inconfiftent with the dig- 
nity of a clergyman : and fuch flights drew upon him 
the general character of an irreligious man. I remem- 
ber to have heard, a ftory of him that fiilly (hews how 
little he riegarded certain ceremonies,which ought always 
to be obferved with refpedt. Soon after he had been 

ssade 
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made D«an of St. Patrick's, hie was loitering on^ 
Sunday in the ^emcxnii at the houfe of Dr. Ray- 
mond (with whom he had dined) at.7r//», a little 
town near Dublin^ of which the Dodlor was vicar. 
The bell had rung : the parilhioners were afTemble^, 
for evening prayers : and Dr. Raymond was prepar- 
ing to g6 to the church, which was fcarce two hundred 
yards from his houfe. *' Raymond, faid the Dean, 
'* ril lay you a crpwn I will begin prayers before you 
f this afternoon.'' " I accept the wager," replied 
Dr. Raymond ; and immediately they both ran as 
faft as they could towards the church. Raymond, 
who was much the nimbler man of the two, arrived 
firfl at the door : and when he entered the church, 
^al^ed decently towards the reading defk« Swift' 
never flackened his pace, but, running up the iile, 
left Dr. Raymond behind him in the middle of it, 
and flepping into the reading deik, without putting on 
a furplice, or opening the prayer-book, began the li- 
turgy in an audible voice, and continued to repeat the 
fervice fuiHciently long to win his wager. To fuch a 
difpofition it is impoffible that the gravity of noncon- 
formifls could be agreeable. The diflikc was mutual 
on both fides. Dr. Swift hated all fanatics : all fa- 
natics hated Dr. Swift. The pamphlet, which now 
lies before me, is particularly written againfl repealing 
the tefl aSl : and whoever coniiders himfelf related to 
the kingdom of Ire/and, will find in it fome arguments 
of weight and confideration, in cafe any fuch repeal 
|hould ever be attempted there. 

I 
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I cannot help pointing oat to you, one particnlar 
piece of fatir, that is entirely in SwiF r's own flylc 
auid manner. In the fourth page, he expreifes him- 
felf thus. " One of theff authttrs (the fellow that n»as 
•* pilloried i I have forgot his name) is indeed fo graije^ 
** fintrntiousy dogmatical a rogue, that there is no endur- 
•* ing him^'' Thefellofw that lAjas pilloried was Da^ 
KIEL Defoe, whofe name Swift well knew and re- 
membered , but the circumftance of the pillory was to 
be introduced ; and the manner of introducing it fhews 
great art in the niceil touches of fatir, and carries all 
the marks of ridicule, indignation, and contempt. The 
fcolFs and farcafins of Swift, like the bite of the rattle- 
ihake, diflinguifh themfelves more venomoufly dan- 
gerous, than the wounds of a conmion ferpent. 

The next traft is, ^ Propofal far thi umverfal uft of 
Irijh ManufaBure in clothes y and furniture of houfeSy ^c, 
utterly rcje£Ung and renouncing every thing wearable 
that comes from England, Written in the year i yzo. 
In a former letter *, I believe I have told you, that, 
upon looking over the dates of Dr, Swift's works, he 
does not appear as a political writer from the year 1 7 1 4 
fo the year 1720. You will probably be curious to 
know, in what manner he employed his time from the 
death of the Queen till the South-fea year. Not in 
poetry, for his poetical pieces, during tliat period, are 
in a manner domcftic ; being fcarce any more than trifles 
to Sheridan, or poematia to Stella. How then is 

» Letter VI. 

the 
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the chafin to be filled up ? I imagine^ by Gulli v e r*$ 
travels. Such a work mail, in all likelihood, have en- 
grofTed his leifure, during five or fix years. When that 
was finifhed, he found an opening to indulge his love 
of politics^ and to commence a patriot for Inland: and 
he made ufe of the opportunity, by encreafing the na^ 
tural jealoufy which the lelTer ifland conftantly enter* 
tains of the greater. His treaiifey ox propofalt imme- 
diately raifed a very violent flame. The printer ¥^s 
profecuted: and the profecution had the fame effeft^ 
which generally attends fuch meafures : it added fu^ 
el to the flame* But his greateft enemies muft con- 
fefs, that the pamphlet is written in the flile of a man* 
who had the good of his country neareft his heart, 
who faw her errors, and wiihed to correal them ; who 
felt her oppreffions^ and wifhed to relieve them ; and 
who had ^ dcfire to roua^,'and awaken an indolent na- 
tion from a lethargic diipofition, that might prove fatal 
to her coiifUtution. 

To thepropofal, in favour of the Iriih manufa«Elares, 
fucceed, S^me Arguments againfi enlarging the Ftywer of 
Bijbopf in letting of Leafes^ This is too ferious a pam- 
phlet for your pcrufal, nor fhall I detain you witli any 
farther account of it, than to fay, that it is intennixt 
with thofe mafterly ftrokes of .irony, which fo often ap- 
pear in Swift's works. . 

But the general fubje^ of the pamphlet leads me to 
recoiled a circumftanCe much to the Dean's honour. 
He could never be induced to tnice fines for any of the 
chapter lands. He always chofe to raife the rents, as 
the method leaft opprelfive to the prefent tJ^nant, an4 
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moft advantageous to all ftiture tenants and landl6ids. 
He conflantly refufed to give charity tmt of the cliaptef 
funds, which he alledged were fcarcc fuffident to main- 
tain the neceflary repairs of the cathedral, I have al* 
ready told you », that, among his pn;bendaries, the n;ox 
Dicmii was the *uox Dei, 

We are now come to The DuAPiik's Letters^ thofe 
brazen monuments of his fiune. They were written in 
the year 1 724 I have faid fo much in one of my for- 
mer letters ^ of the caofc which gave rife to them, and 
of the eifefi which they had upon the nation, that I 
need fay no more in this place, than to recommend 
•theih to yourperufal, for the ftile and conduA of then: 
manner : but, left they may appear too grave to fo 
young a man, and one who is fo little intereded in the 
prefent, and much lefs in the paft affairs of Ireland^ you 
will find a paper at the end' of thdn that wiH excite 
your rifibility, or I am miftaken. It is entitled, Afmll 
and true account oftbefoiemn procejfson tv the Gal/o-ivs at 
the execution of Wi l L I a m Wood , Efqi eend hufd- tvare- 
m^n^. The author makes the feveral artificers attend 
William Wood (reprefettted by a log of timber) to the 
gallows, and each tradefman expreffes his refentment in 
the terms of his proper calling. " The Cook wU 
'* BASTE him. The Bookseller ay/// TtJRN over a 
" NEW LEAF 'wjthhim, ^TheTAYLOR avtV/t IN HIS 
** SKIRTS ;" and fo on, through a number of people 
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of difieretti «ottdhiont. Thum follows the procaeffion, 
moft kamorodfly (kfisribed. The whole is a pieae of 
ridicule too powerful for the Arongeft gravity to with- . 
ftand. 

The ikext traft is, JjSlfort nAtm oftiftftati tf^nhaul^ 
<wriitni in tbiytar 1727 •. Of t3iis I need take Ihtb 
flbtice, fiace the prefent ftate of Ireland is, in gencMil, 
ai flouriihing as poffible. Agriculture is cultivated c attf 
and fciences are encouraged : and in the fpace %i ei^- 
teen years, which is almoitdie full time thatlhave known 
it, ho kingdom can be more improved. Ireland ^ in relatioQ 
ofEnglandy itizj be compared to a younger fifter lately 
come of age, after having fufiered all the miseries -of 
an injured minor; fuch as law fuits, encroachments 
upon her property, violation 6f her rights, deftrudtion 
of her tenants, and cVery evil that can be named. At 
.length) time, and her own noble fpirit of induftry, have 
entirely relieved her ; and, feme little heart-burnings 
e^epted, fhe enjoys the quiet poileffion of a very ample 
fortune, fubje£l, by way of acknowledgement, to cer- 
tain quit' rents payable to the elder branch of her 
houfe : and let me add by experience, that take her cR. 
in allf ihe cannot haye a greater fortune than fhe 
defcrvcs. 

w 

I (hall not make any comments upon An Anfnner to 
a Paper adled A Memorial of the por Inhabit ants , Trade/- 
merit einJ f^aboureh of the Kihgdom nf Irtland^mA-iStem 
in the year 1728'*. The pamphlet which comes next in 

* Page 240.- /-, ; 

* Page 251. 
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order of racceffion, b written with Swift*s ufual peco-^ 
liari^ of humottr. The title of it is, A M^Jtft Frofofut 
for frrventing the ChiUreu of Poor People in Ireland^ 
from being a burden to their Parents or Country^ and for 
making them beneficial to the Public, <written. in the year 
1729'. The propofal is to fatten beggars children, 
and fell them for food to rich landlords, and peribns of 
quality. 

ne 'vindication of his Excellency John Lord Ca rt fi- 
ll et from the charge of favouring none but Tories , High* 
Churchmen, and Jacobites^, is entirely humorous, and 
fo I think are all the remaining pamphlets in this vo- 
lume. But the lail piece, entitled, l^he Speech and dying 
Words of Ebenezor Elliston, ijoho «was executed the 
fecond of May 1722, ^written and fublijhed at his dejire 
for the common good, had a moft excellent ejFeft *. TKe 
thieves, vagabonds, and all the lower dafs of people 
thought it the real work of Ebenezor Elliston, 
who had received the grounds of a good education ; and 
the ftile of this paper is ic^ natural for a perfon in fuch 
circumflances, that it would almofl deceive the niceil 
judgement. 

I have now completed my animadverftons upon the 
four firft volumes of Swift's works; the laft of which 
contains abundance of ironical wit founded upon the 
bafis of reafon and good fenfe. But, I hadalmofl for^ 
got, that, at the latter end of the volume, there are 

' *Page 262. 
*»Page 275. Written in the year 1730. 
« Page 363. 

three 
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three cppies of verfes, two of which are addrefled to ' 
the Dean, and the third is his anfwcr : the firft beings : 
my property n^iay ferve to conclude this letter. It was . 
occaiioned by an annual cuflpm, which I found purfued 
among his friends, of making him a. prefent on his 
birth-day. As he had admitted me of that number;- 1 
fent him a paper-book, finely bound, in the iirft leaf of* 
which I wrote the following lines. 

Dublin, November 2,0, 1732. 

TO thee, dear Swift, thefe fpotlefs leaves I fend ; 
Small is the prefent, but iincere the friend. 
Think not fo poor a book below thy care. 
Who knows the price that thou canfl make it bear ? 
Tho' tawdry now, and like Ty rill a's face. 
The fpecious front Ihines out with borrowed grace : 
Tho' pafte -boards glittering like a tinfel'd coat, 
A rafa tabula within denote ; 
Yet if a venal and corrupted age. 
And modern vices Ihould provoke thy rage; 
If wam'd once more by their impending fate 
A finking country and an injured Hate, 
Thy great afliflance Ihould again demand. 
And. call forth reafon to defend the land ; 
Then fhall we view thefe fheets, with glad furprize, 
Infpir'd with thought, and fpeaking to our eyes : 
Each vacant fpace Ihall then, enrich'd, difpenfc 
True force of eloquence, and nervous fenfe ; 
Inform the judgement, animate the heart. 
And facred rules of policy impart, 

K The 
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The fpangled covering, bright with fplendid ore. 
Shall cheat the fight with empty ihew no xnoce; 
Bat lead us inward to diofe golden mines. 
Where all thy foul in native luftre ihines. 
So when the eye furveys fome lovely fair. 
With bloom of beauty, grac'd witii fhape and air. 
How is the rapture heightened, when we find 
Her form e;^ceird by her celeftial mind ! 



ORRERY. 
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LETTER XVir. 



I Have already told you, my dear Ham, that the 
four firft volumes of Swift's works were publifhed 
togetiher, aud paiTed Immediately under his own ijv- 
Jpedion. Not long afterwards came out two additional 
volumes, both which were fupervifed and corredled 
by the author. 

The ConduSi of the Allies begins the fifth volume. I 
imagine that the Publijhers Preface was compofed by the 
Dean himfelf, but affeftedly written in a bad %le. 
The lail paragraph makes me fufped his hand. ^' It 

is plainly feerty fays the Publilher, that aj^rit of liberty 

is diffufed through all thefe ^writings y and that the author 
*' is an enemy to tyranny and opprej/ion in any Jhape ijuhat^ 
** e^er^^ This is the character at which Swift 
aimed, and this is the character which indeed he 
deferved. % 

Throughout the courfe of thefe letters I have 
freely pointed out {o you all his faults, but I beg you 
to remember, that with all thofe faults, he was above 
corruption. A virtue in itfelf fuBicient to cover a mul- 
titude of human failings, iince from that virtue alone 
can flow profperity to the commonwealth. 

The condu^ of the Allies was written in the year 1 7 1 2, 
and it is preparatory to the peace, which the minifters 
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were then concerting, and which was afterwards -pcr- 
fe^d at Utrecbi, It begins by reflexions on' war in 
general, and then particularly mentions the feveral 
civil wars in our kingdom. When I am reading 
treatifes oif this fort, I cannot help pitying my unhappy 
country, torn to pieces by her own fons. A wretched 
mother of vultures, for whom, like Tityus, (he 
produces new entrails only to be devoured. 

Tlie papers called the Examiners, at leaft thofe of 
which Dr. Swift is the author, fill up the reft of the 
volume. They beginin A^<7«i;^/«^^r 1710, and they are 
carried down to the end of yuly 1711. They are writ- 
ten in defence of the new adminiftration, and the par- 
ticular revolutions at court which had introduced the 
Earl of Oxford, and had difplaced the earl of Godol- 
pHiN and his friends. 

Many of Swift's Examiners are perfonally aimed at 
the General*. In a free country, the power of a 
general' is always to be feared. Tlie greater his military 
capacity, or the more fuccefsful his arms, in the greater 
danger are the liberties of the people. On this maxim 
Swift proceeded ; and while he was writing in defence 
of the commonwealth, he had an opportunity of giving 
a loofe to his own fe verity, of which the houfi of 
Pride, and feveral other allegorical effays are'- very 
fpirited examples. 

But I am fettered in my animadverfions on thefe pa- 
pers. The prefcnt times, and the honour which I bear 

* The Duke. of Marlborough. 

to 
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to many noble families defcended from perfons mention- 
ed in the Examimrs^ make me willing to take as flight 
notice as poffible even of the wittieft pafiages in thofe 
papers ; becaufe many of thofe paffages arife from per- 
fonal refledionsy or party farcafms. In general, the 
feveral points relating to the national debt (alas! how 
encreafed fince the year feventeen hundred and ten) the 
too long continuance of the war, and other public 
topics of complaint are melancholy truths, jufUy 
becoming the pen of a man who loves his country. 

Within thefe laft forty years, the political treatifes 
have been fo numerous, fo various, fo local, and fo 
temporary, that each new pamphlet has fuccecded its 
predeceiTor, like a youthful Ton to an antient father 
amidft a multiplicity of followers, admirers, and de- 
pendants, whilft the antiquated Sire having ftrutted 
and foamed his hour upon the fiage^ is heard no mo*e, but 
lies filent, and almoil entirely forgotten, except by a 
few friends and cotemporaries, who accidentally re- 
member fome of his jull obfervations, or prophetical 
aphorifms, which they have lived to fee accomplifhed. 
Thus has it fared, even in my time, with the' Ex- 
aminers, the Freeholders, and the Craftsman: 
and the fame fate will attend moft writings of that 
fort, which being framed to ferve particular views, fulfill 
the purport of their creation, and then perifh : while 
works of a more liberal and diffuiive kind are acceptable 
to all perfons, and all times; and may ^ume to 
themfelves a certain profped of furviving to the lateft . 

pofterity. 

K 3 * But 



134 - REMARKS ON THE LIFE - 

But my deareft Hamilton, when you enter into the 
commerce of Kfe, you will be obliged, in your own de- 
fence, to look into every thing that has been written 
upon political fubjefls. In Englandy a man cannot keep 
up a converfation without being well verfed in politics. 
In whatever other point of learning he may be deficient, 
he certainly muft not appear fuperficial in ftate affairs. 
He mull chufe his party; and he muft flick to the 
choice. Non fr<vocare gradum mu&. be his motto; and 
Heaven forgive you, my dear fon, if the gradus now and 
then enforces you to aft againftfelf convi6lion. 

If party, and the confequences of it had arifen to that 
hcighth among the Romans and Grecians, as it has 
arifen of late years among the Englifh, their poets 
would probably have added hr to the three furies, 
and would ha\ e placed her in hell, as a fit companion 
for Ti^ipHOME, Meg^era, and Alecto, from whence, 
according to their defcription, fhe might have made 
excuriicHns upon earth, only with an intention to deflroy, 
confound, miHead, and difunite mankind. 

It is true, that all countries have their parties and ' 
their faftions. But there is a certain contagious dif- 
tt^mper of this fort, fo peculiar to the Britifh iflands, 
that, I believe, it is unknown to every other part of the 
ux)rld; It encreafes our natural gloom, and it makes 
us fo avcrfe to each other, that it keeps men of the beft 
rtK)raLs and motf focial inclinations, in one continued 
ftate of warfare and oppofition. Mufl not the fource 
•f this malad) arife rather from the heart, than from 

2 the 
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the head ? from the different operations of our paflions, 
fether than oF our' rcafon ? 

Turorne c^ecus^ anrajifjis acrior^ 

Ai culpaf '" ' 

SwiST, a man of violent paiTions, was, irt confe- 
qtiente of thofe paffions, violent in his party : bat as 
Kife capacity and genius were fo extraordinary and ex- 

tcnfive, even his jJaity writings carry with them dignity 
and inftm^ion : and in that light^ I wifh you to read thi 
Examiners^ wheife you will'lind a ncfrvous il^^le, a dear 
di^ioii, and great ktiowl^dge ot the true landed in^reA 
of BnglanJ* 



Mj ^fc^^' Hamilton, 



T<mr tk)ir'affi^i67iau Fath^^ 



ORRERY. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

SU C H a confafion, fuch a . mixture of verfe, 
profe, politics, letters, fimiles, wit, trifles, and 
polite confver/ation^ are thrown into the iixth volume, 
that I know not in what manner to treat it, or what 
particular part to recommend to your perufal. The 
poetry, the fimiles, and the trifles are not worth your 
attention. Of the letters, the two from the earl of 
Peterborough to Mr, Pope are fhort, but excellent 
in their kind. The others, I mean thofe of the Dean, 
and of Mr. Pope, have much lefs merit, or at leafl are 
much lefs agreeable. Lord Peterborough's wit is 
cafy and unaffeded. ^ At the time when he wrote thofe 
two letters, he had hung up his helmet, and his buck- 
ler, and was retired to his plough, and his wheel- 
barrow, wearied of courts, and difgufled with flatef- 
men. He had made a mofl confiderable figure in 
his day. His charafter was amiable and uncommon. 
His -life was a continued feries of variety. In his 
public and private condud he differed from moft men. 
He had vifited all climates, but had flaid in none. 
He was a citizen of the world. He conquered and 
maiiilained armies without money. His adUons and ex- 
preffions were peci^ar to himfelf. He was of a vivacity 

fuperiour 



AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 137 

fuperiour to all fatigue, and his courage was beyond 
any conception of danger. He verified, in many in- 
ftances, whatever has. been faid of romantic heroes. 
He feems to have been fixed only in his friendfhips and 
moral principles. He had a true regard and affedion 
for Swift and Pope. The Dean, in a ihort copy of 
verfes *, has defcribed him in a very particular man- 
ner, but To juiUy, that the four Idk flanzas will g^ve a 
moft perfect, and compleat idea of Lord Peterbo- 
rough's perfon and military virtues. 



A shfleton in outward figure. 
His meagre corps, though full of vigour, 
** Would halt behind him were it bigger. 






ft 



So wonderful his expedition. 
When you have not the leafl fufpicion, 
* He's with you like an apparition. 



** Shines in all climates like a flar, 
" In fenates bold, and fierce in war, 
" A land- commander, and a tar. 

*' Heroic anions early bred in, 

<« Ne'er to be match'd in modem reading, 

^\ But by his name-fake Charles of Sweden, 

* Vol. It Page 222. 

The 
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The PuBlick Spirit of the Whigs is a pamphlet in aii,- 
fwcr to the Crifis written by Sir Richard Steele, but 
it contains fuch acute fatir againft the nobility o£ Scotland, 
that in an advertifement printed before it, we are told, 
*• Alt the Scotch lords then in London ivent in a body to' 
••^ con^lain agcdnft ti:e author ; atni the' cohfeqvence of fhaf 
^ complaint <was a proclamation offering a re^ardof thre^ 
** hundred foundi to difto'verhimT It was written in the 
year V]X^y by the confcnt, if not tfie enco uiag eiiient of 
the miniflers of that acra. In the ftyle and condudl, it is 
one of the boldeft, as well as one of the moft mafterly 
trafts that Swift ever wrote. And Tcannothdp again- 
obferving, that* on whiUxiveS' topic he employs hisp«n^' 
the fubjeft which he treats of, is always fo excellently 
managed, as to feem to have been the whole fhidy, 
and application of his life : fo that he appears, the 
greateft mailer through a greater variety of materials^ 
than perhaps have been difcufled by any other author. 

The Bijbop of Salijbury [Dr. Burnet] is the next 
antagonift whom Swift attacks in fingle combat. X 
can give you no better idea of this work, than by a 
quotation from the tra^ itfelf, which is called, A 
Preface to the Bijhop of Salijhurfs introduBion to the third 
volumi of the Hifiory of the Reformation of the Church of 
England. Towards the latter end of rfi'e Pamphlet ** 
Swift fays, 

•• However he [the Bishop] tha'n'^s Gdis then 
*' are many among us ivhojiandin the trench : Ihelirve then 
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" may t k is a breach of their own makiftg^ andthiy 
^ defign $9 €$me fonvarJ^ and Jhrm and plunder^ if 
^* thiy ari nU driwem ^ck. Thbt macb thbm- 

^* SELYBS A WALL FOR THEIR CHURCH AMD 

** COUNTRY. A sauTH toailf Ifupfff/effor ali th§ 
** Beft fruit of the church and country to be nailid on, 
** Let us examine this metaphor* The WALL of our 
CHURCH AND COUNTRY ts htult of thofe nubo lovi 
the conftituHon in both. Our domeftic enemies under" 
** mine feme farts of the w a LLy and place themfel'ves in 
the breach; {md then they cry ^^^ are THE wall. 
** Wt do net like fuch patcb-nuork ; they build with uH' 
*• tempered mortar ; nor can they enter cemetst wth siSp 
•* till they ^ei better materials ; and better avorimen : 
*^* God keep t^s fiom ha^ng our n re Acnts made up 
** with fuch ruhbijh : THIY stand UPON THB 
•* WATCH TOW B R ! 7hey are indeed pragmatical enough 
** to do fo i but *who affigned them that poft^ to give us 
** falfe intelligence^ to alarm us luitb falfe dangers^ and 
*• fend us to defend one gate, ivhile their accomplices are 
*• breaking in at another? They cry to God day 

** AND NIGHT TO AVERT THE JUDGEMENT OF 
** POPERY, WHICH SEEMS TO HASTEN TOWARDS 

•• US. ^hen I affirm, they are hypocrites hy day^ and 
V fltfy dreamers by night. When they cry unto Him, 
*• He ivill not hear them : for they cry out againft thi 
** plainejl dilates of their oivn confcitnce^ reafon end be* 
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Butlafify, They he in the dust," mourn- 
ing B £ FO R £ Him. Han£ mt iflbelievi thai^ unltfi 
it h^figurati'Vilyfpoken, But^ f^Ppofi /> tg be true, n»by 
do TUSY Li£ IN THE DUST? btcauft tbty Ig^fi t§ 
raife it ; for ijubat do tbey mourn f lAtby for pofwer, 
'wcaJtb, and places, Tbere let tbe enemies of tbe ^een, 
Monarcby^ and the Church lie, andmourn^ and lick the 
Dust /r'iie Serpents, //'// tbey are truly Jenfible of 
their ingratitude^ fuljhood^ dijobedience^ Jlander, blaf- 
^^ ,phcmy, /edition^ and e*very emil oucri." 

I mufl follow the fame method in formipg your ijea 
of the next pamphlet, by a quotation out of it, which 
happens to be the firft p^agraph. The title is, 7be 
Prejbyterians Plea of Merit in order to take off the Teft^ im- 
partially examined c'zndi the author begins in the true 
vein of wit and fpirit, by faying, " We have been told in 
•* the common ne^wspapersy that all attempts are to be made 
*' this fejjions by the prejbyterians and their abettors^ for 
" taking off the teft \ as a kind of preparatory ftep to ptake 
** it go dotwn fmoother in England, For, if once their 
•* LIGHT WOULD SO SHINE, the papifisy delighted imth 
" the blaze f iijould all come in, and dance about it. This I 
** take to be a prudent method, like that of a difcreet pby- 
*•* Jician, ijjho frjl gi^ues a neiv medicine to a dog, befor he 
** prefcribes it to a human creature." I have quoted 
this ihort pafTage for the fh'le, as well as the matter j 
and I dare fay, even from hence, you will be confirm- 
ed in one general obfervation, that Swift maintains 
and condudls his metaphors and allufions, with a juft- 
nefs particularly delicate and exadl, and without the leail 
6 flifFnefs> 
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fliiFnefs, or afFedation. In fome of my former letters, 
I have mentioned in what degree of contempt and 
hatred he held the diflenters, efpecially the prefby- 
terians : and I need only add, that as this pamph- 
let was written for the meridian of Ireland^ it ought 
to have been placed with the other tradis on the 
fame fubjeft. 

. The fubfequent pamphlet is. Advice offered to . thi 
Members of the Oiloher Club. It was written in the 
year 1711, and is fo applicable to that particular time, 
that I ihaH not make any animadverfions upon it. 
From political trails, the true hiftory of Englani 
is to be deduced: and if foreigners were to txiitt 
into that branch of reading, ttey might frame a 
more diflind notion of our legiflature, and of our 
manners, than from more laboured, and connefted ac- 
counts of our .conilitution. In fuch a view, I am apt 
to think, thatt, at firft fight, they muft behold us 
a difunited, difcontented, and feemingly an unfleady 
people : but I am certain, that, upon a more 
minute difquiiition, they muft find in ns a fixed, 
and, I may fay, an innate love of liberty, vari- 
egated, and perhaps fometimei> erroneous in its 
progrefs, but conftant, and unwearied in the pur- 
fuit of that glorious end. What people upon earth 
can deiire a more exalted, or a more diitinguifhed 
chara6lcr ? To fpeak in the dialedt of the heathen 
world, our errors are the errors of men, our prindples 
are the principles of gods. 

The 
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The other pieces in this volume, except 7be Remarh 
9H tbi Barrier Tnaty, ire not, in my mind, fnffidentl/ 
(biking to delerve much notice. Some of them are 
the mintusj^ma of Swift^s writings, which, I believe^ 
he would fcarce have pobHifaed, fond as he was of ree«« 
ing his works in print, if he had been in the full 
vigour of his underflanding, or had confidered, that 
thofe kind of trifles, which are weak as feathers, in 
iixpporting a reputation, are heavy as lead, in de-> 
pxeffingit 

/ am, py deareft HaMj 



Yqwt tnofi affeffionate father^ 



ORRERY. 



LET- 
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L E T T E R XIX. 

THE fbventh volume contains Swift^s qpiflplarf 
correfpondence, from the year 1714 to tke year 
1737, and, as it is an acknowledged obfenration, that 
|io part of an author's writings give a greater iii%ht 
into his natural difpofition than his letters, (efpedally 
when written with freedom and fmcerity) I fhall en* 
deavour to point out to you, fuch drcumftances in 
Swift's epiflles, and in the anfwers of his fnends, 
as may afford you materials to form your own conjes- 
tures upon the different charaders not only of tli 
Deanf but of his correfpondents. From preceding let« 
ters, you are probably become acquainted with "Dr. 
Swift, but the manners and opinions of thofe per- 
£:)ns with whom he correfponded, are in every refpe£l 
{o blended with his own, as not to be eaiily feparated* 
imd in fuch a kind of united view, they will mutually 
refted light upon each other. 

To a young man jufl entering into the world as you 
iu*e, the fubjeft may prove of particular in^portance, 
^ it may gnid^ him not only in the choice of his cor* 
refpondents, but in his manner of writing to thenu 

The freedom of the prefs is to be watched and d#i 
fended with the moil jealous eye. It is one of the 
chief articles of that great Charter of liberty to which 

the 
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the people of England are entitled : but as no human 
inflitution can be perfeft, even this branch of liberty 
has its excrefcences that might be pruned. I nieai 
particularly that licence which of late has too much 
prerailed ■ of publifhing epifbolary •correfpondencca. 
Such a fafhion, for I know not what elfc to call it, is 
extremely pernicious. At prcfent, it fatisfies the cu- 
riofity of the public ; but for the future, it will tend 
to reftrain that unfufpicious opennefs, which is the 
^principal delight of writing to our friends. I am forry 
to fay by experience, that the letters which contaiit 
the moft fincere, and perhaps hafty obfervations upon 
perfons, times, and circumftances, are t>ften referved 
as treaftires, and hoarded up, as mifers hoard gold ; 
like which, they lie concealed in cabinets and flrong 
boxes for fome time, till chancing to fall into the 
hands of an extravagant heir, or an injudicious exe- 
cutor, they are not only brought into light, but dif* 
perfed and expofed, fo as to become the property cf 
the whole world. Let me advife you therefore, my 
Hamilton, when you give your opinion upon any 
important fubjeft, to confider it well, before you com* 
mit your thoughts to paper. Exprcfs yourfelf with 
diffidence. Preferve a prudent reftraint over the fal- 
lies of wit and humour : and be cautious in all decla- 
rations of friendfhip ; as the very conmion offers of 
civility, are too often explained into undefigned en- 
gagements. 

•* I own. Ham, I findmyfelf under no fmall difficulty 

in difcuffing this volume of Swift's letters. General 

' ' criti. 



.« 
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I 

criticUms will be attended with obfcurity : and it would 
be tedious to confider them in their exa£t order. I 
fl^all endeavour therefore, to take a review only of 
what feems to deferve your atten^on. Let us begin 
with the letters that pafled between Dr. Swift and 
Mr. Pope. The correfpondencc had commenced in a 
very early part of Mr. Pope's life, and was carried 
on with fcarce any interruption from the death of the 
Queen. If we may judge of Mr. Pope from his 
works, his chie{ aim was to be efleemed a man of vir- 
tue. His letters are written in that ftyle. His lafl vo- 
lumes are all of the moral kind. He has avoided 
trifles, and confequently ifyis efcaped a rock which has 
proved very injurious to Swift's reputation. He has 
given his imagination full fcope, and yet has preferv. 
ed a perpetual |;uard upon his conduct. The conflitu,^ 
tion of hi« body and mind might early incline him to 
habits of caution and referve. The treatment which 
he met afterwards from an innumerable tribe of ad- 
verfaries, confimed thofe habits, and made him flower 
dkan the Dean in pronouncing his judgement upon per- 
sons and things. His profe writings are little lefs har- 
ffloniottd than his verfe: and his voice in common 
converfation was fo naturally mufrcal, that I remem- 
ber honeft ToM Soitthbrne ufcd always to call him 
n^ Uttie nightingali. His manners were delicate, 
cafy, and engaging : and he treated his friends with 
a politenefs that charmed, and a generofity that was 
much to his honour. Every gucft was made happy 
v^ichin his doors. Pleafure ^dt under his roof, and 

^ Elegance 
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Elegance preiided at his table. Dr. Swift was of a 
difFerent difpoiition : To his domeftics he was paf- 
fionate and churliih : to his equals and fuperiors rather 
an entertaining than a deiirable companion. He told 
a ftory in an admirable manner : his fentences were 
fhort, and perfpicuous ; his obfervations were piercing. 
He had feen the great world, and had profited much 
by his experience. He had not the leal! tinfture of 
vanity in his converfation. He was perhaps, as he 
faid himfelf, too proud to be vain. When he was 
polite, it was in a manner entirely his own. In his 
friendflups he was conflant and undifguifed. He was 
the fame in his enmities. He generally fpoke as he 
thought in all companies and at all times, t remem- 
ber to have heard, that he dined once at a Lord 
Mayor's feaft in Dublirty and was attacked, and teizcd 
by an opulent, boifterous, half-intoxicated ''Squire, who 
happened to fit next him : he bore the aukward railery 
for fome time, and then on a fudden called out in a 
loud voice to the Mayor, " My Lord, here h one of 
** your hears at my Jhoidderj he has been ixiorrytng me this 
** half hour, I dejtre you ifjill order him to he taken off^ 
In thefe laft particulars he differed widely from his 
friend Pope, who could fliflc refentment, and wait 
with patience till a more diflant, and perhaps a more 
feafonable hour of revenge. But notwithflanding the 
diflimilitude of minds, and manners, which was ap- 
parent between thefe two great men, yet the fame fort 
of friendfhip feems to have fubfifled between them, as 
bet>vcen Virgil aiid Horace. The mutual aiFedUon 

of 
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of the two Englifh poets appears throughout then- 
works : and therefore in this place, I cannot avoid 
taking notice of a report very indu^oufly fpread, and 
not without fomc degree of fuccefs, " That the 
" friendfhip between Pope and Swift was not fo 
*' firm and perfect at the latter end as at the beginning 
" of their lives." On Dr. Swift's fide, I am cer- 
tain, it ever remained unalterable : nor did it appear 
lefs fervent on the fide of Mr. Pope. Their letters 
are the beil evidence to determine the doubt. In one 
of Swift's lateft letters to me, not long before he 
was loft to all human comforts, he fays, ** IVhenyou 
" fee my dear frieiid Pope, tell bim I imHI anjhver his 
*' letter foon ; / lo-ve bim above all tbe reft of mankind P 
In my long correfpondence with Mr. Pope I fcarcc 
received the leaft billet from him, without the kindeft 
mention of Dr. Swift : and the tendereft anxiety for 
his ftate of health. Judge by the following para- 
graphs. The firft, dated July the 12th, 1737. 

My Lord, The fleafure you ga*ve me, in acquainting me 
of the Deans letter health, is one Jo truly great, as might 
content even ycur (rjon humcmty : and 'wb.ite'ver my Jin- 
cere opinion ivui refiecl of your Lordfljip prompts me to 
cwijb from your hands for viyfelf your lo^e for bim makes 
7ne as happy. Ifould to God my nveight, added to your* s, could 
turn his inclinations to this fide, that I might liije to en- 
joy him here thro" your means, and flatter myfelf ^t^ai 
partly thro'' nrf oi^vn ! But this, I fear, ivill never be tbe 
cafe ; and I think it more probable, his attra£fion ixill 

li z drarvi 
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dfa«w me on the other fide^ fwbichy I frotefi^ nothing Ufs 
than a pr^hahility of dying at fea^ confidering the iveak 
frame of my hreafi^ ixjould hwve hindered mefrom^ t*u'o 
years fafi, Injhort, luhenever I think of him^ '^tis ^th^ 
the vexation of all impotent pnjjioni that carry us out of 
ourfel'ves only to fpoil our quiet^ and make us return to a 
refignationy tvhicb is the mofl melancholy of all ^virtufs. 
And in another letter, dated April 2, 1738, he fays,. 
I nurile by jhe fame poji that I receinjed your 'uery obliging 
and humane letter. The cpnfideration you Jhenjj towards 
me, in thejufl apprehenfion that any ne<ws of the Deans 
condition might alat m me, is mofl kind and generous, Ibe 
*i'ery ta/l poft lavrit to him a long letter^ little fvfpe£ling 
him in that dangerous circutrftance, I ijuas Jo far from 
fieri fig his health , that I <iuas prcpofing f hemes ^ and 
hoping pofjibilities for our meeting once more in this 'world* 
I am *weary of it ; and fball have one reafon more^ end 
one of theftrongeft that nature can give me (even when 
Jhe is fhahng my vieak frame to pieces) to Be vuil^ng to 
leave this nvorld, ivhen our de^ir friend is on the edge rf 
.the other* Tet I hope, Ivooutdfain hope, he may yet ho^ 
ver a vohile on the brink of it, to preftrve to this voretch- 
ed age a relique and example of the lafl. One more quo- 
. tation, and I have done. Twitnam, November 7. 
JVhen you get to Dublin (vchither I dired this, fuppojing 
you vjillfee our dear friend as foon as pofflble) pray put 
the Deon in mind of me, and tell him I hope he received 
§ny lafl, Tell him hovj dearly I kve, and hovj greatly 
2 honour him : hbvj greatly I refii£t on every 
teftimowy of his friend/hip i bvw much I refolve to give 

tht 
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tf?e heft I can of my efteemfor him to pofierity ; and ajfure 
him the luorld has nothing in it I admire Jo mucb^ 
nothings thelofs of rjohiih 1 Jhould regret fo much, as his 
genius and his 'virtues. 

My excufe, for I ftand in need of one, by having 
ihfeited thefe fcraps of letters, is my real defirc of con- 
vincing you, that the afFedlion of Swift and Pope 
iubfiiled as entire and uninterrupted as their friends 
could wifh, or their enemies regret. It muft be owned, 
that we as feldom fee a mutual attachment between 
poets, as between ftatefmen. " True friendlhip, as 
** TuLLY obferves, proceeds from a reciprocal efleem, 
** and a virtuous refemblance of manners." When 
fiich is the bafis, the variety in certain tenets and opi- 
nions is of no ill confequcnce to the union : and will 
fcarce ever unloofe the focial ties of love, veneration^ 
and efteem. Thus the friendfhip betsveen ATTicua 
Smd HoRTENsius, although they were of different fe^, 
one a Stoic, and the other an Epicurean, {ubfiiled like 
Mr. Pope's and Dr. Swift's, firm and conftant to 
the laft, when that of Anton r, Lepidvs, and Au- 
gustus, continued no longer thaxi \yhile it was fab- 
(ervient to their views of intereft. Catiline lays. 
Idem 'velhy ac idem nolle, ea demum amicitia cjf. This 
i)ften attends a vitious confpiracy ; and perhaps an 
Agreement fo perfectly mutual is fcarce to be met with 
in any other inflance. Emulation generally breaks 
the chain of friendfhip between poets. They are run- 
ning with the utmolt eagernefs to the fame goaJ ; no 

L 5 WQA- 



," ISO REMARKS ON THE LIFE 

wonder, if, in the race, they endeavour to trip up 
each others heels. 

As I have often reverted in my mind certain parti- 
culars relating to my two poetical friends, I have al- 
ways thought, that the circumftance of their purfuing 
.^- different roads in poetry, and living in different king- 

' doms, was probably one of the happiefl incidents in 

their lives. Such a feparation prevented all perfonal 
diireniions, and fixt them in a correfpondence, that 
conflantly tended to eftablilh their endearments ; when, 
perhaps, a refidence near each other, might have had 
a very contrary effeft. It is much eafier to redtify any 
millake, or to cool any animofity that may have arifen, 
in a letter, than to recal a paflionate verbal anfwer, 
efpecially if uttered with all the adions, and vehe- 
inence of anger. The iihprelfion of fuch a fcene re- 
mains long upon the mind of the perfon offended, and 
the old adage is tranfpofed. Fox audita manety litera 
fcrifta perit. Few men can fubmit to contradidiop. 
Swift was certainly not of the number, and therefore 
I am perfuaded, that his didance from his Englifh 
friends proved a ftrong incitement to their mutual 
affedion. But, I muft again repeat, that throughout 
the long fcrigs of letters which have been publiflied, 
not the leall altercations appear to have, happened be- 
tween Swift and Pope. 

In all Swift's writings, you will find his own pecidiar 
vein of humour. The fame liberty of expreffion would 
Jiave been improper and abfurd in any other writer, 
Jt>at it produced the confequences which he deiired. 

Wis. 
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His feeming arrogance gained him more favour, than 
the humility and affedled benevolence of others. His 
raillery and freedom of cenfure are conveyed in a man- 
ner more prevalent, and perhaps often more agreeable 
than flattery. He feldom praifcd, but where merit was 
confpicuous. A fmgle ftioke o£ his pen pleafed more, 
and gave more honour, than a long flattering dedica- 
tion from any other author. His ilyle was maflerly, 
correct, and J^rong : never diffufive, yet always clear ; 
and, if we confider it in comparifon with his prede- 
ceflbrs, he has outdone them all, and is one, perhaps 
the chief, of thofe few feled Englifti writers, who 
have excelled in elegance and propriety of language. 

Lord Bacon is the firft author, who has attempted 
any ftyle that can be relifhable to the prefent age, for 
I muft own to you, that I think Swift, and his co- 
temporaries, have brought our language to the utmoft 
degree of perfedion, without the help of a Longinus, 
a QuiNTiLiAN, or even of a dictionary, or a grammar. 
-Lord Bacon has written with an infinite fund of know- 
ledge : every fcience that he treats upon, is difcuffed 
by him with the grcateft learning and dignity, and hQ 
ihews himfelf at once a pliilofopher, an hillorian, a po- 
litician, and a divine ; but his dialed (for. that de- 
mands our prefent attention) is quibbling and pedantic ; 
and never more fo than whei> he condcfcends to flatter 
his royal mafter, and the minions of that court. 

Confider the profaical works of Milton, you will 
.find them more nervous than elegant ; more diAinguifh-* 
od by the ^ngth of reafon, than by the rules of rhe- 

L 4 tonc^ 
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toric ; his didtion is harfh, his periods tedious ; and 
when he becomes a profe-writer, the majefty, that at. 
tends his poetry, vanifhes, and is entirely loft: yet^ 
with all his faults, and exdofive of his character as a 
poet,, he mnft ever remain the only learned author of 
that taftelefs age in which he flourifhed : and it is pro- 
bable, that his great attention to the Latin language 
might have rendered him lefs corredi, than he otherwiio 
would have been, in his native tongue. 

HAaRiNOTON has his admirers, he may poflibly hav^ 
his merits, but they ficyvo not in his ftylc. A latet 
writer, of the fame republican principles, has far ex- 
celled him; I mean Algernon Sydney, whofe dif* 
courfes concerning government are admirably written, 
and contain great hiflorical knowledge, and a remark* 
able propriety of didion ; fo that his name, in my 
opinion, ought to be much higher eftabliihed in die 
temple of literature, tiian I have hitherto foond h 
placed. 

Lord Clarendon, is an hiftorian whofe dignity of 
expreffion has juftly given him the preference to any of 
our biographical authors. But his periods are the/i^* 
rioi^ of a mile. His parenthefes embarafs the fenfe of 
his narration, and certain inaccuracies, appearing 
throughout his works, are delivered with a formatitjr 
that renders them ilill more confpicuous. 

Among our Englifh writers, few men have gained m 
greater charader for elegance and corrednefi, than 
Sprat, Bifhop of Rochefiery and few men have defenr^ 
cd it lefs. VChen I have read his works, I have always 

won- 
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wondered from whence fuch a piece of good fortune 
might have arifen, and could only attribute it to Mr. 
Cowley, who, in a very delicate copy of veHcs, hat 
celebrated his friend Dr. Sprat for eloquence, wit, 
and a certain candid ftyle^ which the poet compaires to 
the river fbames^ gl^^ng with an even current, and 
difplaying the moft beautiful appearances of nature. 
Poets and painters have their favourites, whom they 
tranfmit to pofterity in what colours and attitudes they 
pleafe: but I am miftaken, if, upon a review of 
Sprat's works, his language will not fooner give you 
an idea of one of the iniigniiicant tottering boats upon 
the Thamesy than of the fmooth noble current of the 
river itfelf. 

Sir William Temple is an eafy, carelefs, income^ 
writer, elegantly negligent, politely learned, and en- 
gagingly familiar. 

Thus, my dear Ham, I have curforily mentioned 
ibme of the brighteft Tons of fame among our Engliih 
authors, only to point oat to you the preference due to 
Pr. Swift : but he is not entitled alone to the olive 
garland: he has had his coadjutors in the vidlory. The 
triumvirate, to whom we owe an elegance and pro- 
priety unknown to otu: forefathers, are Swipt, Addi- 
son, and BoLiNGBROKE. At the £ght of fuch names, 
no difpute can arife in prefening the Englifh modems 
lo the Englifh antients. The preicnt century, and in- 
deed all future generations may be congratulated upoa 

the acquifition of three fuch men. 

But 
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But to recum more clofely to Swift. He has per- 
fedlly iludied the drama of human life, and particularly 
the tendency and irregularities of its different charac- 
ters. He has chofen, (as I dare fay I have mentioned 
in former letters) to recommend virtue, by reprefent- 
ing vice in a difagreeable and ridiculous light. As his 
temper was naturally full of acrimony, a certain innate 
feverity runs throughout all his letters. You will find 
him, in the advice, which he offers to his friends, and 
in the general account which he gives of his own con- 
duct, too clofe an ceconomifl. This parfimony pro- 
ceeded from a defirc of being independent : and fmce 
that was the caufe, he will be forgiven, or, at leafl, 
excufed by all honeft men. 

Mr. Pope had different talents frqm his friend 
Swift: his imagination was fine and delicate: his 
fancy was eve: on the wing. In his earlier time of 
Hfe, his way or thinking was diifufive, and confcquent- 
ly iii:^ judgciiicnt was unconfined. As that judgement 
ripened with yeais, he iliewed the full ftrength of it in 
his Ethic Epijtles, and his i'jjcy on Man. Tjiere the poet 
has almoft yielattl to the phiiofopheri and his moral 
fyftem has chai iued more by the force of truth and rea- 
fon, than cvvjp by the numbers with which he adorn- 
ed it. 

I cannot avoid thinking, that, in thi. particular 
branch of learning, Mr- Pope owed the txertion of 
his talents to Lord Bolingbroke, who had ftudled the 
procedure, and limits of the human underftanding, »as 
cjcadly as Swift ha^ confidered the irregularities of 

the 
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the pailions in different charafters of the human fpecies. 
Lord BoLiNGBROKE had early made himfelf mafler of 
books and men : but, in his firfl career of life, being 
immerfed at once in bufinefs and pkafure, he ran 
thorough a variety of fcenes in a furprizing and eccen- 
tric manner. When his'paiTions fubfided by years and 
difappointments, and when he improved his rational 
faculties by more grave ftudies and refledUon, he Ihone 
out in his retirement with a luftre peculiar to himfelf; 
though not feen by vulgar eyes. The gay flatefman 
was changed into a philofopher equal to any of the 
fages of antiquity. The wifdom of Socrates, the 
dignity and eafe of Pliny, and the wit of Horace, 
appeared in all his writings and converfation. 

But my letter is growing to an intolerable length. 
It is time to finifti it ; and believe me, Hamilton, were 
my letters to fill reams of paper, they would be written 
only with a view of repeating the didlates of my heart, 
which, in its laft beating moments, will throb towards 
you, and thofe other dear objefts, to whom I am 

An affeSiionate Father y 

ORRERY. 



LETTER 




I Have .been reading this morning a long letter from 
Dr. Swift to Mr. Pope, dated at Dublin^ January 
10, 1721 ■, and I have been confined to a greater (hare 
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of attention, as it feems to fornifh more materials of 
his life and prindples, than any other of his epifblary 
writings. The letter breadies . an air of fincerity and 
fi-eedom, and is addrefTed to a particular fnend, at a 
dme when the view's of ambition were at an end. It 
may therefore be coniidered as a confefllon of one de- 
parting from this world, who only is defirons to vindi- 
cate his own character, and is anxious that his aihes 
mzy reft in peace. 

It was written immediately after the arbitrary condufl 
of a jnd^ in Ire/and, who endeavoured to deftroy the 
freedom of juries, and confcquendy the very eflcnce of 
that liberty and fafety, which we have a right to pof- 
(efs by the confKtution of our ilate. ' Swift very ge* 
neroofly declares himfelf averfe to all rigorous pro- 
ceedings againft perfons fufpedled of problematical 
jg;ailt. ** By fucb ftriSi enquiries^ fays he, a gate is lefi 
** open to the 'whole trlhe of informer 5 j the moji accurfid^ 
^ frojlitute^ and aharidoned race that God ever permitted 
'* to plague man^dy Upon this fubjed I cannot avoid 
recoHeding fome particulars from a book, whidh has 
lately given me great delight and ihftrudlion, and which 
I recmnmend very warmly to your perufal. I mean 
VEfyrit da Loix. The author of that book, Mon- 
srEiTR DE MoNTEsqyiEu obferves, " that informers 
have been chiefly encouraged under the moft tyran^ 
nical governments. In the reign of Tiberius tri- 
^ mnphal ornaments were conferred upon them, and 
•• $ataes ereflied to their honour. In the T«gn of 

•* NfiRO, 
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** NtROy upon the difcovery and punifhment of a prc- 
•* tended confpiracy, triumphal dignities were allotted 
** toTunpiLiANi/s, CoccEius Nerva, andTiGiL- 
•• LINUS." In another part of his book, the Baron 
PE MoNfEsQuiEV takes notice, " that in Turiej^ where 
little regard is fhewn to the honour, lives, or eftates 
of the fubjeft, all caufes are determined by the prc- 
iiding Balhaw : and in Rome, the judges had no more 
** to do than to declare, that the peribn accufed was 
*' guilty of a particular crime, and then the paniihment 
•* was found in the laws.'* From thcfc and other ex- 
amples of arbitrary government, this elegant author 
tad^es a particular pleafure in diftinguiihing, and admip* 
ing the civil conftitution of England, where, he (ays, 
the jury determine, whether the fad, brought under 
their cognizance, be proved or not; if it be provicd, 
the judge pronounces the puuiihment faifli^sd bf 
the law for fuch a particular fad : and for this, adds 
the Baron, he need only open his eyes." But if 
Monsieur db MoHTEsc^riBtr had read Swift^s let- 
ter, or indeed had recoUeded many notorious fads of 
pur hiftory, he muft have obferved, that the judges have 
been often deaf to the repeated voice of the jury, and 
have not enly fhut their eyes, againft our excellent law$» 
but have afTumed *' that terrible and menacing air, 
** which Co MMODUs ordered to be given to his fbtues.** 
The method of trials by juries is generally looked 
upon as one of the moft excellent branches of our con- 
fiitutiP9. In theotjr it certainly appeals in that tight. 

s Ac- 
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According to the original cftablifhment, the jurors are 
to be men of competent fortunes in the neighbourhood ;^ 
and are to be fo avowedly indiiFerenc between the par- 
ties concerned, that no reafonable exception can be 
made to them on either fide. In treafon the perfon 
accttfed has a right to challenge five and thirty, and in 
felony twenty, without fhewing caufe of challenge. 
Nothing, can be more equitable. No prifoner can de- 
dre a fairer iicld. But tl^e misfortune is, that our juries 
are often compofed of men of mean cllates, and low un- 
derftandiiigs, and many difHcult points of law are 
brought before them, and fubmittcd to their verdidl, 
when perhaps they are not capable of determining, 
properly and judicioufly, fuch nice matters of juilice, 
although th^ judges of the court explain the nature of 
the cafe, and the law which arifes upon it. But, if 
they are not defedive in knowledge, they are fome- 
times, I fear, from their ftation and indigence, liable 
to corruption. This indeed ih an objedlion more to the 
privilege lodged with juries, than to the inflitution 
itfdf. The point, moll liable to objedUon, is the 
power, which any one, or more of the twelve have 
to (larve the reil into a compliance widi their opinion ; 
fo tliat the verdict may pojQlbly be given by llrcngth 
of conlhtution, not by convidtion of confcience : *' and 
** njuretches hang that jurymen may dine."*^ All this by 
the by Now let us return to Swift's lettef of the 
tench of Januury, 

In it, is moll evidently difplayed his immutable at- 
tachment to Ireland^ Such, a kind of patriotifm mud 

have 
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have proceeded from a true love of liberty; for he 
hated individuals, and defpifed moll of the men of 
property and power in that kingdom : he owed them 
no obligations, and while by his writings he laboured 
to make their pofterity happy, he forced from them- 
. fclvcs an involuntary, but univerfal applaufc. His 
condud was fo uniform, and conflant in the caufe of 
Ireland, that he not only gained the praife, but the 
confidence of that whole nation, who are a people (fH- 
dom, if ever, inclined to ftudy and purfue their oun 
intereft, and who are always exceedingly apt to fufped 
any advice that is contrary, or in defiance to a mini- 
flerial diredUon. 

Swift's principles of government feem to have been 
founded upon that excellent maxim, Saius popuiifuprema 
tft lex. He begins by clearing himfelf from Jacobi- 
tifm. He fpeaks of the revolution as a neccflary but 
dangerous expedient, which has fince been attended 
with unavoidable bad confequences. He declares his 
mortal antipathy to (landing armies in time of peace. 
He adores the wifdom of that inftitution which ren- 
dered our parliaments annual. He prefers the landed 
to the monied intcrell, and exT»refl!es a noble abhorrence 
to the fufpenlion of thofe laws, upon which the liber - 
ty of the fubjedl depends. When' thcfe articles of his 
political tenets are examined, they will leave no room 
for ai\y one particular pafty tO alTume the honour of 
having had him in their alliance. He was neither 
Whig nor Tory, neither Jacobite nor Republican. He 
was Doctor Swift, 

k His 
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Hk jodgment, in relation to the vifible decay of U- 
tgr ato re and good ienfe, is perfedly jail. He attri- 
tnites this national calamity to the prevailing luxury of 
the timcs» which he inftances in the encouragement of 
fa£Uons» and of feveral public diYeriions» all tending 
to the encreafe of folly, ignorance, and vice. His 
fendments are delivered more with the air of a philo- 
ibpher than of a divine : and the conclufion of the let- 
ter is fo proper, and fo excellent a defence of his own 
manner of a£ling and thinking, that, in. regard to his 
memory, I muft be at the trouble of tranfgribing it. 
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* jf// I can reafonably hppe for^ fays Swift, hy 
this letter^ is to cQwvince my friends and others^ «who 
artfUaJedio ^ijh me ^well^ that I h^*'ue neither hten 
fo ill a fuhjeStf n§r fa fupid an author ^ as I banje 
been refreftfited hy the 'virulence of lihellers^ nuhere MM' 
lice hath taken the fame train in both^ hy fathering 
*' dangerous frinciples in go<vernment upon me, luhich 1 
** never maintained f und itrfpid frodu^ions, <vfbicb J em 
•* not capable of 'writing. For, however I may have 
been fevered by perfonetl ill treatment^ or by meUstcho^ 
ly pnffe&sfor the public, lam too much a politician 
to txpofe my ovanfafety hy offenfive vfrds, and, if ttty 
•* genius and fpirit befttnk by tncreafrsf years, I have at 
leaft enough difcretion left, not to miftake the meafure 
of ny oiun abilities, ky atiempting Jtifleas njohere tkefe 
Utknts are nectjfary,^ *which perhaps I may have lofi 
ivith n^youth.^* 

• Vol. VII. Page 26. 

I have 
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' I have chbfen oiit this particular letter, afs bne of the 
inoft ferious and beft performances that he has given lis 
in the epiftolary way. But, if I am to declare my opi- 
nion of the whole colleAion in the feventh volume, I own 
t6 you, it has not anfvvered my expedtation. The index 
at the beginning will make you hope for great treafures^ 
from the illuflrious naities that are there inferted : bur» 
in your purfuit, you will fcarce find any remarkable in- 
ftruftions of morality, or even the common reafonings 
and refinements that might naturally arife from fo high a 
clafs of men, in the ordinary current of their thoughts; 
What is more furprifingj you will feldom difcover any 
keen ftrokes of fatir^ or any inilantaneous fallies of vi* 
vacity. I have often heard Swift fay^ ** fVhen I J^i 
** ^<7*w» to twrite a letter^ 1 ne<ver lean upon my elbot/ji 
'* //// / hanje Jtnijhed it,*'* By which expreffion he meant, 
that he never ftudied for particulat phrafes> or polifhed 
paragraphs : his letters therefore are the truer reprefenta- 
tions of his mind. They are written in the warmth of 
his afFedlions^ and when they are confidered in the light 
of kindnefs and fmcerity, they illuftrate his charader to 
a very high degree. Throughout his various corre- 
fpondence you will difcover very ftrong marks of aa 
anxious, benevolent friend : and, to my great pleafure^ 
I find the mifanthrope often lofl in the good-natureJ 
man. Read his letters to Mr. Gay, and you will be of 
my fentiment; read thofe to Dr. Sheridan, in the 
eighth volume '> and you will be farther confirmed ia 

* Beginning at p. 384. 

M that 
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that opiuon ; we may cempoand therefore to lofe (atk 
and raillery^ when we gain humanity and tendemefs in 
their ftead : yet, even in fome of his higheft fcenes of 
b^ievolencey his expreflions are delivered in fuch a inan- 
ner, as tofeem rather theeffeds of haughtinefs than of 
good-nature : but you muft never look upon him as a 
traveller in the common road. He muft be viewed by a 
tamera chfcura that turns all objeds the contrary way. 
When he appears moft angry, he is moft pleafed ^ ; when 
moft humble> he is moft afTuming ^, Such was the man^ 
and in fuch variegated colours muft he be painted. 

"The letters from Lord Bolingbroke^ which are in^ 
ferted in this colledion, are written with an elegance and 
politenefs that diftinguifti them from all the reft. We fee 
they were not intended for the prefs ; but how valuable 
are the moft carelefs ftrokes of fuch a pen ! 

Gay's letters have nothing in them ftriking or re- 
commendatory. His fentiments are thofe of an honeft, 
indolent, good-natured nmn. He loved S w i f t to a de- 
gree of veneration : and the friendftiip was returned with 
great iincerity. Swift writes to him in the fame ftrain 
as hevould have written to a fon ; and feems to diftin- 
guifti him as the correfpondent to whom he has not the 
leaft grain of referve. In the feveral accounts which he 
gives of his iituation 9X Dublin, and the idle manner of 

^ See his letters to Gar, and to the DuChefs oi^een/- 
hrougby in Vol. VII. 

^ See his letter to Lord Palmi^iston, Vol. Vllf. 

^ his 
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his paffing his time there, he writes fometimes in an iro« 
nicaly and fometimes in a contrary ftyle. But, in one 
of his letters, dated JuguJ^ 28, 1731 », he tells Gay, 
" that the mod arrant trifles of his former writings arc 
** ferious philofophical lucubrations, in comparifon to 
•' what he now bufies himfelf about ;" and his conclu* 
five words are, " j^s the luorld may one day fee?'* By 
this deiire of letting the nvorldfee what other men of left 
wit, and more difcretion, would carefully have concealed^ 
he has placed himfelf open to the cenfure of his enemies, 
and beyond the reach of any defence from his friends. 
He has not only committed to the prefs a moft defpicable 
heap of writings, but has publicly recorded the loweft 
amufements of his private fcenes of life, without having 
once fufpedled, that perfons, whofe ftations, or abilities, 
have fixed them in a confpicuous attitude, are looked 
upon by the reft of mankind with a very critical, and a 
very envious eye. Augustus, as I remember, was a little 
afhamed to be difcovered at a game of cobnuts ; and even 
DoMiTiAN was cunning enough to withdraw into his 
clofet to catch flies. Great minds, you will fay, require 
to be often unbent. I allow it ; but thofe relaxations 
might be chofen, fo as to make idlenefs appear in a beau- 
tiful light : and Swift would have forfeited a lefs de- 
gree of fame by playing many years at puflj-pin (the re- 
cords of which he could not have printed), than by com- 
pofing various kinds of nonfenfe, which, by his own op- 
tion, have been honoured with a place in his works. 

a Vol. VII. Letter LIII. page 185. 
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I (hould have been much pleafed, in finding fome of 
Pr. Arbuthnot*s letters among this colle^ion. Al- 
though he was judly celebrated for wit and learning, 
there was an excellence in his charafler more amiable 
than all his other qualifications : I mean the excellence 
of his heart. He has (hewed himfelf equal to any of his 
cocemporaries in humour and vivacity : and he was fu- 
pcrior to mod men in slGLs of humanity and benevolence: 
his very farcafms are the fatirical flrokes of good-nature ', 
they are like flaps on the face given in jeft, the efireds of 
which may raife bluflies, but no blacknefs will appear 
after the blows. He laughs as jovially as an attendant 
upon Bacchus, but continues as fober and confiderate 
as a difi:iple of Socrates. He is feldom ferious, except 
in his attacks upon vice; and then his fpirit rifes with a 
manly flrcngth, and a noble indignation. His epitaph 
upon Chartres ' (allowing one fmall alteration, the 
word permittedy inflead of connived at) is a complete, and 
a mailerly compofition rn its kind. No man exceeded 
him in the moral duties of life : a merit ftill more ta hk 
honour, as the ambitious powers of wit a^id genius are 
leldom fubmifiive enough to confine themfelves within 
the limitations of morality. In his letter to Mr Pope •>, 
written, as it were, upon his death-bed, he difcovers 
&ch a not^e fortitude of mind at the approach of his 

• See Pope's Works, by War&urton, Vol. Ill, 
page 219. 

^ See again Pope by WAitBURxoNy Vol. VIII. Let- 
ter XLVII. 

diilblutioiv 
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difiblation, as could be infpired only by a clear confci- 
mcc, and the calm retrofped of an uninterrupted ferieat 
of rirtae. The Dean ^ laments the lofs of him with a 
pathetic fincerity. " T^e death of Mr, Gay and th4 Doc* 
V Ton ^ (fays he to Mr, PoP£) ha<ve been terrible <woundi 
*/ mar my hearts Hbeir li<uing nmuld ha<ve been a great 
^ comfort t§ me^ although IJhould ne'uer ha<ve feen them ; 
**.liki afum of money in a bank, from ivhich 1 Jhould re* 
f* cti<ve at leafi annual interefl^ as I do from you, and haiAi 
** done from Lord^BoLiUGBKOKE.'' I have chofen this 
Jaft quotation, not niore in honour of Swift^s tender- 
aefs and affedion to thofc wham he efteemed, than with 
a defign of fpecifying to you as fine a groop of friends ^i 
«8 have appeared fince the Augullan age. As their let- 
ters were not intended for the public, perhaps I was un- 
ceafonable in looking for medals, and not being cootent- 
^ with the common current fpecies. In our prejudices 
of favour or averfion we are apt to be deceived by names ; 
*fior can it be doubted, that fuch writers might have fur- 

Mtihed as with familiar letters, very different from thofe* 
-which have been collected in this feventh volume. They 
'OXt filled indeed (efpecially in the correfpondence between 

Swift and Pops) with the ftrongeft expreflions of mu« 

tual efleem ; but thofe expreflions are repeated too often. 

When friendfhip has fubMed fo long, that time can- 

\ a SvviFT's Vol. VII. Letter LXX. 
^ Arbuthnot. 
^ Lord BoLiii(|9iioKE, Swift, PoFE^ Arbuthnot, 
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not encreafe^ nor words improve it, the commerce cl 
afFedion between friends ought to be carried on in a 
fiyle that neither iinks below politenefs, nor rifes into 
forced compliments. I cannot avoid ohiferving the epi« 
flolary concifenefs that wa$ in faihion among the antients, 
efpecially their conclufive fentences, {^^zuile. Or again. 
Si njaleas, bene ifl, njaleo ;] which I own feems preferable 
to our method of loading every letter with compliments, 
not only to wives, and children, bat to uncles, aunts^ 
and coufms : and of confequence, every relation, that 
is not particularly named, is particularly affronted. It 
will appear too minute a criticifm to affirm, that the 
Englifh language is not well adapted for epiftolary write- 
ings : be that as it may, it is certainty inferior to the 
French, which engages, and perhaps improves us by a 
fuccellive flow of phrafes that are peculiar to that nation. 
Madame de Sevigne' has fiUedfbur volumes of letters, 
all addreifed to her daughter ; they contain nothing, ex- 
cept different fcenes of maternal fondnefs \ yet, like a 
claffic, the oftener they are read, the more they are re* 
li(hed. Monsieur db Pelisson has publifhed three 
volumes of letters, which he calls Lettrei Hifioriquis^ and 
vrhich are little elfe thai^ materials for a gazette : thTey 
inform us at what time the grand Monargue arofe ; when 
lie went to bed ; at what hour he dined ; and what he faid 
while he was at fupper : yet all thefe trifles are told in^o 
agreeable a manner, and appear fo natural and cafy, that 
I can fcarce think the fkill of Ovid greater, who, in his 
Fafii, has turned the Roman Calendaifinto elegant poetry, 

and has verfified a fet of old Almanacs, I need notmoi- 

.... 

^ tion 
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tion VoiTURE or Balzac ; and perhaps it was wrong 
to turn afide into the Roman aad the French territories^ 
when I ought to have confined myfelf to the Britifli 
iflands ; but I love to wander about with you^ and in 
Writing, as in walking, to peep into every comer that 
jnay afford us matter of entertainment, 

lam, nvf diar Hamilton^ 

T9ur ever'offeSionate Fathtr, 

ORRERY. 

P. S. At the latter end pf the feventh volume is a 
pamphlet written in the year 1714. It is entitled. Free 
thoughts upon the prefent State of Affairs^ When yoii 
li^ve r?ad it, digito compefcelahellumx 
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LETTER XXI 

tfy dear HamiltoNj 

IT is fcarce poflible to know in what manner to com^ 
ment upon the laft volume of the Dean*s works. A 
.general confiiiion and diforder runs throughout the whole; 
and one of the £rft pieces is, what ought to hav« been 
tke Uft, Dr. Swift's Will: which, like all his other 
writings^ 18 drawn op in his own peculiar manner. 

M 4 Even 
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Even in To ferious a coinpofition he cannot help in- 
dulging himfelf, in leav^ig legacies that carry with them 
%Xk air of raillery and ]t% He difpofes of his three hats 
(his bcft, his fecond befl^ and his third bell beaver) with 
an ironical folemnity^ that renders the bequcds ridi* 
culous. He bequeaths •• to Mr. John Grattan aJU<ver 
** hoXi to hep in it the tobacco ^w^ich the /aid Jon^i tf/ualiy 
•« chewed^ called figtaiV* But his legacy tcr Mr. Ro- 
bert Grattan is ftill moiQ e;(tWordinary. " Item^ 
•• / bequeath to the Re'vererJ Mr. Robbrt Grattan, 
•* "Prebendary itf'St. Audeon's, my firong hox^ on conditio 
** (^ his gi'ving the fole ufe.of the /aid box. to his brother^ 
** Dr, James Grattan, during the life of the /aid Dq- 
•* ffor, who hath more occafion for it^'* Thefe are fo many 
)aft impreiHoris of his turn, and way of thinking : and, 
I dare fay, the perfons thus didinguiflied look upon 
thefe inilances as ' afFe£tiouate memorials of his friend- 
ihip, and as tokens of the jocofe manner in which }iq 
had treated them during his life-time. 

His monumental infcription, written by himfelf, and 

Inferted ^t the beginning of his Will^ may coafirm to you 

the' obfervation wfiich I made in a former letter, that he 

was not an elegant writer of Latin. An harfher epitaph 

has feldom been compofed. It is fcarce intelligible ; 

-and \i intelligible, is a poof how difficult a tafk it is, 

. even for the greateil genius, to draw his own chara£ltr, 

ifiir to reprefent hipifelf ^nd hia a^ons in a proper man- 

jiSdrto poflerity. 

I am now drawing. towards the lad fcene of his life. 
. Tlie total deprivation of his f^nfes came upon him hy 

degrees* 
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degrees. In the year 1736* I remember him feized 
with a violent fit of giddinefs. He was at that time 
writing a fatirical poem, called 7 he Legion CUb ; bm he 
loui.d the efFeds of his giddinefs fo dreadful, that he 
left the poem unfinifhed ; and never, afterwards attempted 
a compofition of any length either in verfe or profe. 
However, his converfation flill remained the fame ; 
lively and fevcre ; but his memory gradually grew 
worfe and worie : and as that decreafed, and was im- 
paired^ he appeared evpry day more fretful and impa- 
tient. From the year thirty nine to the latter end of the 
y^diV forty one y his friends found his paffions fo violent 
and ungovernable, his memory fo decayed, and his rea- 
tori fo depraved, that they took the utmoll precautions 
to keep all Grangers from approaching him : for, till 
then, he had not appeared totally incapable of converfa- 
tion : but, early in the yt^ forty -tiMOj. the fm^ll remains 
pf his underflanding became entirely confufed, and the 
violence of his rage increafed abfolutely to a degree of 
4nadnefs. In tliis miferable iiate he fecmeu to be ap- 
pointed as the Erd proper inhabitant for his own hofpical ; 
efpecially as from an outrageous lunatic, he funk after* 
wards into a quiet, fpeechlefs idiot 5 and dragged out 
the remainder of his life in that heiplefs iituation. He 
died towar$is the latter end of OSioher 1 745. The man- 
ner of his death was eafy, without the lead pang or 
£onvul£on; Even the rattling in his throat was fcarce 
fufiicicnt to give any alarm to his attendants, till withi(i 
fopic very little time before he expired. A man ipi 
pofTeffion of his reafon would have wilhed for fuch a 
l^ind of diflblution ; but Swift was totally infcnfibleof 
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liappinefs or pain : he had not even (he power or ex- 
preffion of a child, appearing, for fome years before his 
death, referved only as an example to mortify human 
pride, and to reverfe that fine defcription of human 
nature, which is given us by ShakeJ^are in an inimitable 
inanner : ** What a ft fee of work is man ! botv nohle in 
** rea/tfn f how in^nite in faculty ! inform and moving 
^ honv expre/s and admirable / in affion^ bona like an an* 
*^ gel ! in apprehgnjion^ bow like a ^od! the beauty of the 
** world^ the paraxon of animals y Thus poets paint ; but 
]iow vain ^d periihable is the pidure ? The fmalleft 
t)iunderbolt from heaven blaHs it in a moment, and eveiy 
tind is fo elFeftually obliterated, that fcarce the outlines 
ipf the (gure reipain. 

Swift, as I have hinted in a former letter «, cer- 
tainly forefaw his fate. His frequent attacks of giddi* 
nefs, and his manifeil defedl of memory, gave room fdr 
fuch apprehenfi09S. I h^ve often heard him lament the 
fiat& of childhood, and idiotifm, to which fome of the 
greateft men of this nation were reduced before their 
death. He mentioned, as examples within his owa 
* time, the duke of Ma&lborough, and Lord Somers : 
;Lqd when he cited thefe melancholy inilances, it was al- 
ways with a heavy fi^h, and with geftnres that fhewe4 
{reat uneafinefs, as if he felt an impulfe of what was to 
appen to him before he died. 

ynlefs I am mifinformed, he died WQith about twelve 
t)ioufand pounds, inclufive of the fpecific legacies men- 
tipned in his will, and which may be computed ^X dv( 

• S^ Letter V|. 

fiun 
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fum of twelve hundred pounds ; fo that the remainder, 
aear eleven thoafand pounds, is entirely applicable 
to the hofpital for idiots and lunatics : a charitable 
foundation, particularly beneficial in thefe kingdoms, 
where the epidemic diilemper of lunacy is fo pre- 
valent, that it will conftantly furniih the largeft building 
with a fuQcient number of inhabitants. 

Lunacy may in general be confidered as arifing from 
H depraved imagination ; and muft therefore be origi-^ 
nally owing to a fault in the body, or the mind. W« 
fee inftances every day, where, in fevers, all the powers 
of fenfe and reafon are iitterly overturned by a raging 
ma^nefs : this frenzy conquers, or is conquered, foon : 
but, from more flow and chronical caufes, fuch obfb-uc- 
tions may be formed, as gradually to produce various de- 
grees of this diforder, and to remain invincible to the ver|r 
lad moments of life. Nothing more flrongly difpofes 
the mind tp this depraved ilate, than too fixed an atten* 
,tipn (o any particular object, ^r. Locke, if my me* 
^qry dp^s np^ deceive me, defines inadx^efs as arifing 
from fome particular idea, or fet of ideas, that make to 
firong an impreilion upon the mind, as to baniih alt 
pthers : and the perfons affeded are chearful or melan- 
choly, well-tempered or fierce, according as the objedls 
and ideas of their minds are difi^erent. From hence it is 
evident, that we ought to confider the ftrength of the mii^ 
even in the purfuit of knowledge, and often to vary our 
ideas by exercife and amufements ; conftantly fixing a 
ilridl guard againft any pailion, that may be prevalent in 
too high a degree, or may acquire an habitual ftrength 

and 
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and dominion over us. PaiHons are the gales of life; 
and it is our pari co take care^ ihat they do not rife into 
a tempefl. 

Love, with all its charms, muft be rellrained within 
proper bounds, othcrwife it will torture that breafl 
which it was formed to delight. Love contains within 
itfelf a variety of other palTions, and lays fuch a founda- 
tion of madnefs in the mind, that the frenzy, in this par- 
tjcolar cafe, never fails to appeal? in its full force, and 
10 difplay itfelf in all its ftrength of horror. 
; Religion, which can only make the mind happy, and 
jb our fureH and befl defence againfl the paflions, if con~ 
iidered in a wrong and melancholy view, has often per- 
verted the feat of reafon, and given more inhabitants to 
'B^JIam than any other caufe. A religious lunatic is 
\a\kx2AiAcj even to the deepcft tortures of defpair. 
" The mifer, whom I muft always rank among mad- 
"men, heaps up gold with an anxiety that alFeAs his looks, 
Tiis appetite, and his flcep. The wretch dreads poverty 
*\VL the center of plenty ; and ftarves, only becaufe he 
^^res not tai^e thofe fruits which appear mofl agreeable 
' to his defires. 

In fome other fpecies of madnefs, the perfons affed^d 
fure really more happy than in their fenfes ; and it is al- 
moil a crime to banifh the agreeable delufion. You re- 
. member the cafe of the citizen of Argos^ who, after a ^ 
falutiferous dole of hellebore, cried out, 

FqI me occidijiisy amici^ 
Kou/er<vaftis (ait) cuijic txtorta voluptaSp 
Et demptus fer vim merits gratijjimm error. 

Such 
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Such again would be the cafe of the beau of Bedlam^ 
who, amidft darknefs and confinement, fttil retains hi» 
pride and felf-admiration ; dreffes himfelf up in draw 
inftead of embroidery; and, when fufFered to go to the' 
window, imagines that he capti\^tes every female, who 
chances to pafs thro' Moor-fields. Is not fuch a man 
happier in his madnefs, than in his fenfes ? 

To fpecify the many different clafTes of madmen 

would be cndlefs. They are innumerable : fo that it 

is almoft a rare felicity to enjoy mens f ana in corporefano. 

Some men have owed their reputation and fuccefs in die 

world to a tincture of madnefs, while others, merely 

from a fuperior underllanding, have been ranked among 

lunatics : of the latter fort Hippocrates (whom I wiib 

you to look upon as a clailic author, as well as a phy(i«, 

cian) gives a remarkable inftance in one of his letters 

He fays, he was fent for by the people of Ahdera to 

cure Democritus of madnefs ; but, to his furprize, 

he found him the wifeft man of the age ; and, by his 

laughing manner of talking and reafoning, he almoil 

convinced Hippocrates, that all the red of the worldr 

except Democritus, were mad. It is not improbable,^ 

that madnefs has been coaeval with mankind. There 

iMve certainly been many inilances of it among the 

Greeks and Romans : among thejew6,the enthufiafUc fury 

of Saul is equally remarkable with the ecflatic rage of 

Nebuchadnezzar : nor have any parts of the world, I 

believe, entirely efcapcd this raging evil. It was frequently 

miftaken for infpiration, and the prophetic Sibyls were 

obliged to put on the airs and looks of madnefs, to ol>- 

• ^ tain 
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tain an implicit belief to their prophecies. From thefe 
facerdotal impofitionsy mad people reaped foroe remark- 
able advantages. They were often looked npon as 
mefiengers fent by heaven, to declare the will of the 
{odsy and the prophetical decrees of fate : they were 
revered as perfons facred and divine; and, inflead of 
fcourges, they received tokens of adoration. In howr 
great a degree muft the fubtilty of priefts have prevailed, 
when they could make oile of the greateft curfes that 
attends human life, appear one of the greatefl bleflings ? 
Lunatics are fo called from the influence >Vhich tBe 
moon has over bodies, when its attraftlve pow^ U 
greateft ; by which means the prefTure of the atmofphere 
being leiTened, the humours of the body are more rare- 
fied, and produce a greater plenitude in the ve^els of 
the brain. This has been illulbated by our good and 
learned friend Dr. Mead, in his treatiie De t'mpeno lun^ 
et foils ; and I have particularly obferved, that in the laft 
book *, which he publifhed, he takes notice in his chapter 
delnfania^ " that the blood of fuch perfons, who have 
*^ been moft liable to this malady, was thick and fizy, 
and, upon difTedlion, their brain always appeared dry, 
and their velTels filled with black flaggifh blood :*^ 
^om whenct, perhaps, we may, in fome meafure, ae- 
count for the principal foarce of Swift^s lunacy : his 
countenance being dark, bilious, and gloomy, and hit- 
•yes fometimes fixed, and immoveable for a long time. 
Horace, I remember, attributes the raadnefs of 
Orestes to a phyfical caufe, where he fays^ 

* Entitled, Monita & fracepta medica» 
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Hancfurianiy hunc aliui^juffit quod/plendida hilts. 

So that difeafesy formed originally in the mind, bftea 
bring on this diforder, and by degrees affed the body ; 
efpecially in fuch conflitutions as have any tendency to 
this diflemper. But what can be the reafon, that it is 
& remarkably epidemical in thefe kingdoms ? I am in- 
clined to believe, that it muft be owing to the groiTneTs 
of our food, and to our immoderate ufe of fprituoua 
liquors : the one frequently caufing the deepefl melan- 
choly, the other the mofl unlimited rage. Our climate 
is fo variable and uncertain, and our atmofphere is fo 
perpetually filled with clouds and fulphureous vapours, 
that thefe caufes mud neceiTarily have a great effe6^ upon 
the natural impatience and inconftancy of the inhabit- 
ants. We are apt to revel in a free indulgence of our 
paifions>; and they are as apt to agitate and enervate the 
fibres of the brain, and to imprint by degrees many 
fatal impreilions, that can never be eradicated from th^ 
mind. Even the greateft bleffing we enjoy, the freedom 
of our laws, may, I am afraid, in fome meafure, con- 
tribute to thofe ra(h adions, that often end in dreadful 
murders of the worft kind, parricide, and fuicide. Men 
muft be reckoned in the higheft claft of lunatics, who 
are capable of offending the great Author of nature, by 
depriving themfelves of that life, which he only has a 
right of taking away, becaufe he only had the power 
of giving it. No perfon in his fcnfes can voluntarily 

6 prefer 
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prefer death to life. Our defires of exiflence are ftrong 
and prievrlcnt. They are born with us ; and our ideas 
of a future ftate are not fufficiendy clear, tb make us 
fond of harrying into eternity ; efpecially as eternity it- 
fcif rtiuft ever remain incomprehenfibJe to finite t>eings« 
Human nature has an abhorrence, and a terror, of its 
Own dififolution. The philofopher fubmits to death ; be* 
caufe he looks upon it as a necefTary event : In die mean 
time, he ufeJ'every method of prudence, and every art 
of caution, to lengthen out life as f^ as he pcfffibly can 
extend it, and to prevent the leaft accident that may 
bring on death one hoar (boner than the laws of the 
human fbu^ure require. The military hero meets the 
king of terrors more from the didlates of reafon, thair 
the impnlics of nature. His f^me, his fortune, ewry 
objed that can be dear to him, depend upon his reiblih 
tion to die. He expofes himfelf to the danger of being 
deftroycd; becaufe an effort of fecuring his life muft 
he attended with contempt and infamy, fiut, on the 
other hand, who would wantonly chufe death, unlefs hi 
were agitated to fuch a choice by the fumes and vapoun 
of a diilempcred hrain ? 

The fubje<Sb, ^where arbitrary power is eilabliftied, 
live in a continual (late of dread and appreheniion, and 
all their other paffions are fubdued by fear ; fo that 
fewer inftances of fuicide have appeared in defpotic 
govcrnmentfi, than in kingdoms, where liberty is mQj% 
prevalopt, and where the paffions are lefs rdlrained. 

The diet^ the air, and the political confiitutipn of a 
c;Ountry, give the peculiar and dii^nguiihing charadrf 

of 
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)Df the peiople : and as the chara£leriftics change, the 
yihabitaftts undergo the fame metamorphofes. How 
difFerept are the. modern Italians from the antient Ro- 
m^s ! If BaVTtJs were n'Ow living; he would probablf 
aScquiefce in the dejpending ftate of a cardinal, and the 
papal crown would be linanimbufly prefdnted tb Cjes ar. 
. The mekncholy cafe of Dr. Swift has, I find, fe- 
dbced me into a long digreifion : when I am writing ta 
yoo, my (Iam, I give a full ficope to my thoughts, amf 
wander licendoufly out of my fphere. I aim at placing 
all obfervations in your way, which I think can be of 
any ufe in your future road of life. Btit> why talk to 
y^u on the- miekneholy effects of madnefs ? only, my 
dear foii,'t6obfek^re in general^ that temperance, exer* 
dfe, philofophy, and true religion^ are the fureil meant 
tti make men happy, and to preferve them fjrom a con- 
Agious mahidy, to which the inhabitants 0f thefe king* 
dbms are unfortunately liable. 

A Hate of idiotifm is lefs deplorable, hot leTs fhock* 
ihg, than that ot madnefs. Idiots are afHIded with no 
turbulent pafliohs : they are innocent and harmlefs, and 
often excite pity, but never occafion &ar. The proverb, 
tells us, ^ey are the fahicurites of fortumi i butlfMppofe 
it alludes only to thofe fooh^ ijobo can number iiventy 
right /y, and can tell the days of the lueek ; and alas f 
thofe are no idiots in the eye of the law. The abfolute 
naturals owe their wretchednefs to a wrong formation in 
their brain, or to accidents in their birth, or the dregs 
of fevers, and other violent diHempers. The laft was 
the cafe of the Dean of St. Patrick*s, according tp 
* N tb« 
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^iie account fent me by his two relations Mrs. Whiti* 
WAr» and Mr. Swift * : neither of whom, I think, 
makes the leaft mention of a deflfeefs, that from time to 
time autacked the Dean, and rendered him extremely 
9iirerable. Yon will find him complaining of this mif* 
fortune in feveral parts of his writings, cfpcciall)r in his 
letters (of the eighth volume) to Dr. SHsaiDAV^ 
f ofiibly fomc internal prefTure upon his brain might firft 
have i^eded the auditory nerves, and then, by dq;rees, 
might have encreafed, fo as entirely to ftop up that 
fountain of ideas, which had before fpread itfelf i& the 
inoft difFufive, and furpriiing manner. 

Having juft now hinted to you the advantages that 
)iave accrued to madmen, I ought not to • omit the 
honours that have been paid to fools. In former ages 
the courts of France and England were not thought com* 
pletely embellifhed without a favourite idiot, who bore 
the title of the King^s Jefler, and was as remarkably 
diiHnguifhed by a cap and bells, as his royal mafter was 
diftinguifhed by a diadem and robes. This animal, like 
JVNius Brutus, frequently afTumed the face and be« 
haviour of folly, to anfwer his own particular views and 
advantages. His bluntnefs and £mplicity recommended 
him in thofe places, where truths, if fpoken by a man 
of fenfe, were disagreeable and dangerous. If he had 
not the honour, like Brutus, to fave his country, at 
Icaft he had the happinefs to fecure himfelf ; and his ex- 

* See page 89, and page 91. 

* Sec Vol Vm. page 419, 
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l^efficHis were often fp full of humour and iarcafhiy that. 
Ho thif ddy, they are recorded as pieces of wit. Such 
Wat the famous replf of AacttT to ktfig Jamks ^befirfii 
ti^en bis Majefly; amidft all his wifdom^ was fuffidendy 
tefpired with folly, to ffend hi& only fon into ^fain, Bnt| 
fools at prefent are no longer admiired mcburts, or, if 
they are, they appear there without their cap aiid bells. 
And now^ my dear HAMiLtdN, td quit reflexl^ 
^01^ that tend in general ineither td. tiearrify, than 
to improve your underftanding^ let m6 obferve, in 
honour bf my friend Swipt, that his eilablifhment of an 
hofpital for idiots and lunatics is remarkably generous : 
h» the unhappy perfons^ who recdve the benefit^ muft| 
for ever^ remain infenfible of their benefa£lor. 

/ amy^ur affe&ionaU JFatbigr^ 

ORRERVi 
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^HIS iOireffions h Servants^ whichis the trad imme- 
diately following Swift's JFi//, is imperfect and 
lihfiniflied. The editor tells us, that a preface and a de- 
dication wer6 to have been added tg it. I think it was 
not publiihed till after the Dean's death ; but I remem- 
ber the manufcript handed about, and mpch applauded, 

N a in 
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in hb life«dme. To fay the moft that can be oflcred in 
its ftvour, the tmft is written in fo ficetioas a kind of 
low homour, that it moft pleafe many readers : nor is it 
without fome degree of tterit, by pointing oat with aa 
amazing exadnefs (and wliat in a lefs trivial ca(e moft 
liave been called judgment) the fanhs, blimders, tricks, 
lyes^ and various luiaveries of domeflk ierrants. How 
much time moft-hava been employed in putting together 
fach a work ! What an inteafeneft of thought muft hare 
been bellowed upon the loweft, and moft flavifli feencs 
of life ! It is one of thofe compofitions, that the otmoft 
ibength of wit can fcarce faftain fiom finking. A man 
of Swift's exalted genius ought conftantly to have 
foared into higher regions. He ought to have looked 
upon perfons of inferior abilidesi as children, whom na- 
ture had appointed him to inftrud, encourage, ' and im- 
prove. Superior talents feem to have been intended by 
Providence as public benefits ; and the perfon, who pof- 
feiTes fuch blefTings, is certainly anfwerable to Heaven for 
thofe endowments, which he etljogrs above the reft of 
mankind. Let him jefl with dignity, and let him be iro- 
nical upon ufeful fubje£ls ; leaving poor (laves to htat 
their porrilgey or drink tbdrfmall beer, m{vLz\iyrtXU^2A 
they ihall find proper >. The Dean, it feems, had not 
this way of thinking : and having long indulged his paf- 
|Ions at laft, perhaps miflook them for his duty. The mif- 
take, my dear Hamilton, is neither extraordinary nor 
furprifing. In points of religion it has' carried men int^ 

* See Vol. VIII. page S. 
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great extravaganciet 1 in thofe of morality, into no lefs; 
hit in politics, into the greateft of all. Our inclinations 
ftfC fp jlpt to hurry as into inconiiderate anions, that we 
are afterwards inclined to flatter ourfelves they are rights 
only becaufe they have projceeded from oar own thoughts 
and dire^oQs. Thus Swipt, when he had once efta- 
bUihed the rule of Vh^ U bmgatille, was reiblved to purs 
'foe it at all hasards, I wiih his thoughts had taken an- 
other turn. The lower dafles of mankind pafs on un- 
noticsed ; the great only are cenfured. They ought to 
be particularly attentive to tvety ftep they take. The 
Dean of St. Patrick's (hould have known himfelf, as 
' JUx idem bontttnim^ FbceUqui faarduj and ihouldhavere- 
memberedy that kings and priefb are extremely liable to 
be cenfured. Poor Swi f t ! why did he fink below him- 
felf, before he was deprived of reafon ? Forgive him th^tt 
error, my Hamilton, and draw a veil of oblivion over 
pertain e^re(cencies of wit and humour \ you will then 
admire hiin« z&. an honour to the public, and a fcoui^e 
' to all the knaves, and fools of histinte. 

Three pamphlets, relating to Irdaniy fuccefUvely fol- 
4ow the Dire^iom to Servants, The fir& is entitled, Rea^^ 
fins humify offend to the Parliament of Ireland, for r^peah 

ing the Sacramental feji in favour of the Catholics : The 
. iecond. Some Reafons againfl the Bill for fettUng tb^ 

Tytbe of Hemfy Flax^ i^c. hy a Modus : The third, &i«# 
farther Reafons again fi the Bill for fettling tbi Tytie of 

Hemp, Flaxy iffc. The fubjed-matter of theft pam-i 

phlets may perhaps be little worth your confiderapon.; 

but their flyle will always command yo.ar attcnticMu 

N 3 They 
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They are very much mifplaced, and, in amy more mc« 
thodical edition of the Dean^s works, ought to appnf 
with Aich other pieces, as have been compoflbd by him 
againd the dilTenters. Thefir^ trad is written onder the 
aiTumed chamber of a Roman catholic, by which means 
the author attacks his adveriaries with a great advantage. 
He freely acknpwjtdges the feveral atrocious crimes of 
{he papjfts; bat at the iame time palliates them fo ikil* 
fully, that, fiom that very ackpc^kdgment, Jhe enables 
)iimfelf to aim the heavier blows at the prefbyterians. 
A paragraph cxtrzSbed from the pamphlet will exem* 
pb'fy my meaning, ff We allcw, fays he, tie Catho« 

V Lies to be BaBTuaSN ef the 'Oijfepen \ fome people^ 
f * indeed ('wUcb <^f/ cannot allow )i would have them t^ 
^ h oar children i becea/Lfe we both ^ent from the church 
f ofiahUJhed^ and both agree in abolifinng this ferfeaUing 
y racramental teft *^ by which iA%QkiVi% DiscouaACf* 
f MEHT nue are both rendered incapable of civil and miUr 

V tary employments. However, nve cannot but tvonder at 
f * the bold familie^rtty of thefe fchifmatics, in calling th$ 
^^ members tf th,e national church their naETHRBN emd 
f FELLOW-PRQT^STAKTS. ft IS trut^ that all theft 

^fe&s (except the Catholics] ar# ^aaTURiN to each 
*' other infaSiof^ ignorance, iniqmty, per<verfenefs, prsde^ 

V and (if we except the QV MH'f.Ks) in rebellion. But, howi. 
" the churchmen can be ftyled their fellow-protest- 
** ANTS, we cc^ot iomprebend. J^ecaufe, when the 
** whole Babel of feSaries joined agaiHfi the Church, the 
^ King, and the Nobility, for twenty years, in a match 
*J AT FOQT'BALL ; wherc the proverb ixpnfly tells us^ 

'\that 
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**tbmt ALL ARE PILLOWS; 'while the threi kingdoms 
'• *were toffed to and fro^ the churchfs and cities, and royal 
^ palaces yjhattered to pieces fy their balls, their bvf- 
•* FETs, aud their kicks; the *vi^ors luould allo^M no 
•• more fellows at foot- ball: hut murdered, feque^ 
^fiered, plundered, deprin^ed, hanijhed to the plantations, 
f §r enjlaved, all their oppofers tuho had lost the 
•* CAME." The grcateft art, 4nd the kcencft ftrokcs of 
irony, difplay themfelves tbroaghout the whole compoii- 
tion : and the conclufion of it is drawn up with a mix* 
Cure of ferious and ironical arguments that feem to defy 
all kinds of refutation. 

' The two next pamphletsy^ry^/z/fV^ the Tythe ofHemp^ 
&c. by a Modus, are entirely adapted to the clergy of 
Ireland i but I cannot avoid obferving in thofe papers a 
^gfeater fund of calmnefs, nor a lefs degree of fpirit, thaa 
in many other of Sw i ft's political writings. 

The remamder of this volume is like a garden pver* 
run with docks and thiilles, among which fome rofe*- 
trees accidentally make their appearance. The fcythe 
of time, or the weeding>knjfe of a judicious editor, will 
cut down the docks and thiflles, but the beauty of the 
irofes will particularly appear in fome fermons that are 
curious ; and curious for fuch reafons, as would make 
other works defpicable. They were written in a carelefs, 
hurrying manner, and were the offspring of neceffity, not 
of choice : fo that you will fee the original force of his 
genius more in thefe compofitions, that were the legiti- 
mate fons of duty, than in other pieces, that were the na- 
tural fons of love. They were held in fuch low efteem 
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In his own thoagbts, that fome years before he died, htf 
gave away the whole colledion to Dr. Sheri dam, with 
the utmoft indifference: ** Hfre, fays he, are a hundk 
^fmy oldfermons ; y9u may han)e tbem if y^u pltafi : they 
may beofufe toyw ; tbey ha*ve never been of any to me^ 
The parcel given to Df. SnERiDi^N confided, as Ihava 
heard, of about Hvc-and-thirty fermons. Three or four 
only are publiihed ; and thofe I have read over with at- 
tention. The iirftis Vi^n Mutuak SuhfeBhm^ and that 
duty which is owing ^m one man to anodier. A clearer 
%ie, or a difcouri'e more properly adapted to a puUic 
audience, can fcarce be framed. Every paragraph is 
£mple, nervous, and intelligible. The threads of each 
argument are clofely connected, and logically purfued : 
but in places where the Dean has the leafl opportunity 
to introduce political maxims, or to dart an arrow at the 
conduct of princes, he never fails to indulge himfelf io 
his pfual manner of thinking, as you will judge from 
the following quoti^tions: ** A wfe man^ iays Dr. Sw i ft^ 
*' *wbo iiiib not affift nxitb bis eounfds ; a great man nvith 
bis proteBiim ; a rkb man . wtk bis bounty and<barity ; 
and a poor man ivitb bis labour ^ are fierfeB nmfancM in 
acommonnne^lth, Neitber is any condition rf life more 
bonourable in tbefgbt of GoD than another $ otberwfi 
be lAJould bi a re/fe&er of ferfonsy lubjcb be ajfuretb at 
** be is not : for he batb propofed the fam$ fah)ation ft 
all men^ and batb only placed tbem in different nuays of 
fiations to tvork it out. Princes are bom nvitb no more 
advantages of firengtb or nui/dom than otber men; and^ 
*• by an unbdtppy education^ are stfaally more defeRivein both 
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V than tb^ufands Qfthtir fuhjeHs *.** Again, in the fam* 
•* ftrain, ** T^he h^ prince is, in thi ofiniou ofw/ftmw^ 
?' only the great ifi fer*vant ofihe nation i net onfy a far* 
mant to the public in general^ but in fomt fort to i^erj 
man in it ^/* But the moil extraordinary paflag^ is m 
covert Uroke at the higheil order of his brethren the 
dergy. It runs thus : *^ The ndferiei of lift are notfr^^ 
^ perfy o*wing to the nnefual difirihution of things % hut 
^^ Gon Almighty^ the gre^t King of beaten ^ is treated likt 
*' the kings of the earth ; tvbo (akbongb perbaps intend- 
'* ing nvell tbemfelvis) bave often moft abominable nant" 
*.*fiersandftewardsi andtbofe generally the vileft^ to *wbom 
*.* tbey entruft the moft talents ^, Dark as it is, this par»* 
graph requires no explanation. The author^s natural torn 
pf mind breaks forth upon all occafions, and the politP- 
pan ^eque^tly outweighs the divii^e. If the didhitet of 
fuch a fpirit were capable of forcing their way from die 
jpnlpity what a glorious, what a con£fleiit figure, v^at 
Sw I FT have made in the roilrum at Rome, or in one of 
the porticos at Athens I 

The next moral eiTay, for I can fcarce call it a fermon; 
is upon xhtTeftimmty of Confcience : in which the author 
inferts fome very ftriking obfenrations upon fuch ^Ife 
notions of honour as are too prevalent in the worid. I 
am fo far froin thinking it a trouble, that I think it a 
pleafure, to tranfcribe the particular pafTage : ** Tbefalfe 
** principle^ luhicbfofne menfet up in the place ofconfchnce 
^* to be tbetr sKreSor in life, is tvbat tbofe fwbo pretend t$ 



»Page.2M. *» Page .215. 'Page 218. 



*t 



if. 



iS6 REMARKS ON TttE LIFE 

** r/, «i// nonovn. This 'W9rd is •ften made tbefanSHtk 
^ tf mt %utk ; it is rtckmei a greai commendation to be m 
^ mam offiriS hemoeer ; emd it is ccmmonly under ft ood^ thdi 
^ m mrnn ofbomomr eesn ne<oer he guilty of a hafe aSion. Tbts 
•* is mftsaliy theftyk of military men ; ofperfons ivitb titles^ 
^ emd ofotbtrs nvJho pretend to birtb and qnaBty, It is trUi 
^ indeed^ timt in antient times it was um^verfalhf tmdth 
** ftmd^ that honour nuas the renuard of nfirtuo \ hat if 
^Jkeh bonomr at ie nono-a^days going •tmllnot permit a man 
*Modo a hajo oMon, it muft he allvwed^ there are vrfjp 
*^ few fneh things as hafe aQions in nature. No man of 
^ honour f as that tvordis ufually under fiood^ eUd ever pre* 
^ iiud, that his honour obliged him to be chafte or tempt" 
^ raie % to puy his eresBtors ; tobe uftful to his cotmhy; to 
** do geodto mankind', to endeavour to be nvi/e or learned; to 
^^regard his wordy his promife, or his oath ; or if he hail 
^ etny of thefe virtues^ they nvere never learned in the 
«' cateehifm of honour i nubich contains but hwofreceptSf 
f the pun^nal payment of debts contra^ed at play, and the 
•* right underftanding the foveral degrees of an affront^ ik 
.*• uiuier to revenge it by the death of em adverfary *." 

The third difcourfe upon The Trinity h indeed a fer- 
non, and oiiet>f the beft in iti kind. Dr. Swift feems 
not to have made fach a plan his voluntary choice, nor 
to have built> /i9 escmetu, upon fuch abafis ^; but he 

• Page 2z8. 

^ In the beginning of his fermon, he lets us know, that 
be preached it on Trinity Sunday, a day on which all the 
deqjy diiak themfelves confined to this theme. 

has 
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has completed the fuperftrudure in a moft mafterljr maa^ 
ner: thematerialsaiifwerthedignity of the edifice; aaA 
die artificer may aflame great honour, upon the complex 
tion of ib noble, fo fimple, and fo afeful a pile. The 
myfterious parts of onr reli£^ are apt to have ditad- 
fill efie^ upon weak minds; The general conunenti 
ppon the facred writings, and die fevcral fermoas apo« 
the moft abftrafe points of (cripture, are tqo often com* 
pofed in the gloomy fiyle. Damnation, eternal damna* 
Cion, is placed with all its horror before our eyes; and 
we are fo terrified at the profped, that fear makes ua 
ima^ne, we can comprehend myfieries, which, on thia 
j|de of the grave, muft be for ever denied to our limited 
underftandings. Swift has taken the fafefi, and the 
proptreft method of expounding thefe arcmua. He ad- 
vances every poiltion that can be efiablifhed upon (6 ii^ 
comprehenfible a fubjed. He fufbdns the belief^ avowa 
the dodbine, and adapts die matter of faith, as well 
as p6ffible, to the human capacity. His manner of rea- 
foning is mafterly, and his arguments are nervous ; par* 
dcularly where he fays, ** It is highly fnhablf^ thai if 
^* God Jhould pleaft to rroiol unto us thisgrimt t^ifytf 
^* tb$7rimtj9 or/osui 9ther wtgfimts inmtrh^fy nlipms^ mm 
**fiouU not hi Mi to underftand them, mdrfs hi nnwlditi^ 
** thi/ami timi think fit to hefiow §n us/ome new fowtrs 
<' or /acuities ofthi mind^ ivhich wi want at prifmt, atU 
f * an refem)ed to the day of nfurre&ion to Ufi ittntal •.*• 
Bn^ my Ham, yon muft be weary of quoCationt. I 

** Page 24& 
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wiil make no more : and, in excafe of thoie already made, 
I can only offer,, that in comments upon origiQal ao* 
thors quotations are often the beft, and perhaps the only 
explanations that can fully anfwer the end propoftd. I 
mean, that the original fpirit is fo volatile, as not to ad- 
mit of the leaft traasfafioo. In ordinary compofitionti 
die efience may be extraAed, and the fobtileft parts di- 
Itilkd.: botSwiPT^s fermons appeared a ckyii^cal pic- 
paration'of fo extraordinary , and penetrattag a natoit, 
that 1 i^'as refohred to fend yon as much of th^ aetheicil 
ipirit, as might be fafely conveyed by the poft. 

I fiiall take no notice of a fourth fermon, at it it evi- 
dently not Gompofed by the Dean * : but I find, that I 
bave omitted to mention two poems of great wit and 
liumonr. They are previous to the fermons. The firft ^ 
i#a5 artfully publiihed by Dr. Swi ft in a manner fo dif^ 
ferent from thofe rules of poetry to which he confined 
himfelf, that he hoped the public might miftake it for a 
fpnrious, or incorrefl copy ilolen by memory from his 
original poem. He took great pleafure in this fuppofi- 
tion : and I believe it anfwered his expedUtion. One of 
bis ftri£teft rul^s in poetry was to avoid triplets. What 
can have given riie to fo nice a peculiarity, is difficult to 
determine.' It might be owing only to a fingular tarn of 
thinking; but the reafon which he publicly affigned 

Teemed not fa much againil the practice itfelf, as agatnft 

« 

■ 

1 * 7b$ difficuhy of knrivlng one's filf^ p. 255. 

*> 7if Life and Genuine Chara8er of the Re*verenei i)r, 
Swift. 

the 
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At poets who mdalgedthemfelvesm that manner of writ- 
ing. ^ A caftom (according to the Dean^s opinion) intro^ 
5* duced by lazinefs, continued by ignorance, and eldabliih-* 
•* ed by fialfe taftc." With deference to fo great a critit:, it 
23 a cufiom,that has frequently been purfued with remark- 
iblefucce^. Mr.'I>RYl)%M aboundsin triplets; and in (bn^ 
of his mod elegant poems, the third concluding vecfis 
forms the fineft climax in the wholepiece. Mr. W allex^ 
die father of aU flowing poetry, has generally referved iiui 
iiicefl point of wit to his triplicate line : and upon an im« 
partial enquiry, it is almoft to be quefHoned, whether^ in 
many inflances, this defpicable triplet may not add a 
greater beauty to a- poetical comp<^tion, than any other 
circnmflance. To be confined, on any term^, fey <l)5 
links of rhyme, is of great difadvantage te our Engtifli 
poetry. The fined poem that we can boafi, and whkK 
we equalize, and perhaps would willingly prefer, to the 
Iliad, is yoid of thofe £scters. B(4t« when it is our de^ 
ftiny to wear chains, furely we may be allowed to make 
them as light and eafy as we can. 

The fecond poem *, entitled, Fer/es on the Death cf 
Dtu Swift, occcfioned by reading a Maxim in Roche« 
pouCAVLT, is a molt pointed piece of farcafm. Not any 
of the Dean's poems have more wit » nor are any of them 
more fevere. In it he has fummoqed together his vvhole 
powers of fatir and poetry. It is a parting blow 3 the 
legacy of anger and difappointment ; b u: as t]ie two kit 

a Page 151. 
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lines * arc gnunmatiodly incorreA, and as they were not 
inicrted in the firft edition publifhed at London^ I cannot 
tell how they have crept into a poeni> that is otherwife 
as exa^y polifhed as any of Swift^s niceft compo& 
tions. 

The remaining pieces in this Tolome are ndther wor» 
thy of SwiFT*s pen, nor of your perufali Many of 
them are fparions* and many more are trifling* and in 
trcry refped improper for the public view; fo that 
what was once ladicrouily faid upon a diffierent occafion^ 
may be applied not only to the Ii^ volume, but indeed to 
fi>me of the former* as ** they put us in nund of the &* 
** mons machine in Wi nstanley^s water-works, where> 
*'out of thefiune veiTeli the fpedators were pxdented 
^'with tea, coffee^ chocolate, champaigne, and tofoi 
V finall beer/* 

/ am, ti^ diar Som, 

Tluir trulj affiSUnatt fatinTj, 

ORRERY* 

LETTER XXm 

WE hare now gone through Faulkner's edition of 
S w I p t's works j but there arc (till remaining three of 

a ThMi kingdom hi hath left bit debtor^ 
I n»ifl it/mn m^of bav€ bemr. 

hit 



AND WRITINGS OF Da- SWIFT. 191 

hif pieces, Tbi^alio/aTtA, th^BnttUtfthe Books m 
St. Janui$ Library^ and The Fragmmt^ which, although 
m>t abfolutely owned by the Dean^ at^t Era/m fuu$ aui- 

The firft of thefe, The 7ale of a Tub, has ni^de much 
noife inr the worlds It was dne of Swift's earlieft per* 
fipnnances, and has never been excelled in wit and fptrit 
hy his own, or any other pen. The cenfnres that ar^ 
ptfied upon it, are various. The moil mat^ial of whidf^ 
were fuch as refl^^d upon Dr. Swift, in the charafbr' 
of a clergyman, and a Chrifttan. It has-been one of the 
misfortunes attending Chri^ianity, that many of her 
fons,. from a millaken filial piety, have indulged them* 
Mves in too reibained, and too melancholy a way o^ 
thinking, Can we wonder then, if a book, compofed 
with all the force of wit and humour in deriiion of. {k^ 
cerdotal tyranny, in ridicule of grave hypocrify, and' 
in contempt of phlegmatic fliffnefs, (hould be wilfully 
mifconftrued by fome perfons, and ignorantly mifbken 
by others, as a farcafm and reflexion upon the whole 
Chriflian Church ? Swift's ungovernable fpirit of irony 
has fometimes carried him into very unwarrantable flights 
of wit. I hav6 remarked fuch pafTages with a moft un- 
willing eye. But, let my affeftions of friendfhip have 
been ever fo great, my paternal afFeAioA is dill greater : 
and I will porfue candour, even with an aching heart, 
when the purfuit of it may tend to your advantage or 
inftrudUon. In the &y]c of truth therefore, I mufl &iW 
look upon Tbe Tale of a Tuhy as no /»/f/r^<r^ infult againft 
Chridianity ; but as a fatir againil the wild errors of 

7 the 
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tiiechiiith of RMUf the flow and incomplcti 
adon of the Lutherans, and the abfurd and affi 
of the Prelb^terians. In the charadter of Peti 
the pope feated on his pontifical throne, and 
with hit triple crowo. In the picture of MaI 
view Luther, and the firft reformers : and 
prefentadon of Jack, we fee John Calviv 
difciples^ The author*s arrows are chiefly dire^ 
Pbtee and Jack. To Martin he fliews a 
dttlgenco that the laws of allegory will permit. 
The adions of Peter are the a£Uons of a m 
cated with pride, power^ nige^ tyranny^ and fel 
Thefe paflions are placed in the moil ridicuL 
\l and the effefb of diem produce to us the t 

! dodrines of papal Rome^ fuch as purgatory, 

'' images, indulgences, auricular confeflion, trani 

I lion, and thofe dreadful monflers, the pontif 

* which, according to this ludicrous author, deri 

' j origin from the famous bulls of Colchis, de( 

' Ovid. 
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Terrihiles wvltm^ pnefixaqut cornuafirn 
Pul'uereumqui folum pede pulfavere bi/uico 
Futm^dfque lozum mugifthui implevere *. 

•« But Lord Peter's bulls, {zy^TheTali 
** luire extrtmify 'vitiated by time in the meta 
^ feety luhichy fr§m brass, *uijas no^w degene% 
f* common lead. Ho^wever, the terrible roar in 

» Ovid Metam. Lib. VIL ver. 112. 
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•^ /• ihdr Ikieagi *tvas prefervid^ as likmaift that faculty 
*^ rf MiJihTiAiYkQ 9Ut fire at their nt^rih^^ Thefe paiF- 
ages, and laanjr others, no doubc^ muft be conflrued as 
aattckriftiaQ. by the ckurch of Jtome. When the ciuef 
Bunifter» and his minions, are expofed, the keener the 
Cuiiy the more liable is i^ to be interpreted into high 
treaibn agaii£ft th^ king. 

> In the th^rafter oC Jaci:» a fet of people were 
ftlaroiedy. who are eaiily offended, and who can fcarcc 
bear the chearfulncfs of a fmile. In their didUonary, 
wi( is only another name for wickednefs : and the purer 
m more excellent the wit, the greater and niiore impious 
the abandnatUn. However wide therefore the difference 
of .P£T£a and Jack might have been in ftftuoniiig their 
coats, the two brothers moft fincerely agreed in their 
hatred of an adverlary fo powerful as this anonymous 
author. They fpared no unmannerly reHexions upon 
his character. They had recourfe to every kind of abafe 
that could reach him. And fometimcs it was the work 
of Swift, and his companions : fometimcs not a fyl- 
lable of it was his work ; it was the work of one of his 
uncle's fons, a clergyman : and fometimes it was the 
work of a perfon, who was to be namelefs. Each of 
thefe malicious conjedlures reigned in its turn ; and you 
will find, my Hamilton, that bold afTertions, however 
ialfe, almofl; conftantly meet with fuccefs ; a kind of 
triumph, that would appear one of the fevereft inftitntes 
of fate, if time, and truth, did not foon obliterate all 
marks of the vi^ory. 
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The cHticifins of the Martinifts (whom we mtf Aip^ 
poTe the members of the charch of England) werc^ it i^ 
to be hoped, more candid : for Martin, as. I have juft 
sow hinted, b treated with a much kfs degree of &r- 
cafm than the other two brothers. What rdates to him 
is fo ihort, tha^ I will ventaro to tranfcribe it. <* Tbtf 
^* both [LuTHSR and Calvin] ** ^mmiim oufy miend mfnf 
** ibis great iv9rk [The Reformation], iwMiigJimi' 
** times on their coatSf andfimetimes on the will. Mar- 
''tin laid the fir ft hand; at one twitch brought ojf a 
" large handful ff points ; and^ with a fecomifttU^ 
'^ /^/// away ten dozen yards of fringe. But, ^wheM he 
^ had gone thus far, he demurred a while t he knevt 
'* 'Very nvell^ there yet remained a great deal more to he 
•* done : however, the firft heat being over, hss wolente 
began to cool, and he refohved to proceed more modt' 
rately in the reft of tb^ work ; having already very 
narronjuly efcaped a fwinging rent in fulBng of the 
** POINTS, which, being tagged with silver' fas 
** vfe have obferved before), the judicious vuorkman had, 
*' voith muchfagacity, dmibltfoFwn to preferve them from 
•• FALLING. Refolving there/ore to rid his coat of a huge 
^* quantity of GOLD LACE, he picked up the ftitches viith 
** much caution, and diligently gleaned out all the loofe 
** threads as he went ; nvhich proved to be a vuork of time. 
'** Then be fell about the embroidered Indian figures of 
** men, vjometij and children ; againft nuhich, as you have 
•* heard in its due place, their father's teftamcnt luas ex- 
** tremely exaS andfevere. Theje, with much dexterity 
*f 0^ application, were, etf^er a v^hile, quite eradicated. 
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*? tr iitMrfy.difacid^ For the r^, nvhere hi ciferved tbi 
•* tmbrmdny tB'he mjofktd/o cJofiy fas nit to he got awoof 
^ mjiibmt ditmaging the cloih^ or ^»ber€-itfer*ved'to hidt 
^'.mrjhtftgthen eutffi^vm in the body tf the coat, eonfraBed 
Y^-iigf fh ferfetual tampering -of nvirkmenMpon it 9 ' he eon** 
^ fUded^ the nbifeji eonrfi wat toiaitmnain, refolnfing 
^ ifimoxmft^heifuver, that \ the ^fiiftanct of the flujf 
** finnddfmffer ii^ury^ vohith be tbodghtthe hefi. method f of 
** fltvlng the true intent and meaning of his father** 
f WILL. . And this it the nearefi account Iba^e been able 
** io €§UiS ^MartinV froceeMngs npin this great revo* 
*^ U/tipn.^ 

Tbe church of England can fcarce be angry at (udi a 
fiLVOttiable account of Luther : efpedally as we haw 
fiQce xefonned from LvtHSR himfelf, andy fo far as our 
judgments can teach us, have reftored our habits Hiil 
iicarertathe-ori^nal faihion> ii^hich they bore at the 
ptrfedion of the Tejiament. The befl,jand» what is mort 
pctnuMrdinary, the moft ferious apology, that can be mad« 
for the author, was wiritten by himi^lf,. a;i>d . is dated 
^nne 3, 1709 s from which tim^ it has been confbintljr 
printed in a prefatory mam^r to the work itfelf. I^ 
this apology. Dr. Swift candidly acknowledges, that 
«* There are federal joMthfn/falliesp which, from thegravf 
•* andthe Mmfiy nu^f deforce u rebuked And-funher 
adds, that " He will forfeit Us life, if any oneofisdm 
^< eon fairly beldidnced from the book^ which it contrary 
** t§ religion er morality.^ ^,r 

The dedication to frinee Pofiori^ will plcafe you.: 
aor will you be leis entertaisedbjr tbc.lcfrral dif^r^J^ 

O % whjcb 



which 4M written .in ridicule of "bad critics, 'diditon-' 
mentatorsy and the whole' frit^niity of Grab^ftreet p^r- 
lofoph^n. 7be JntrBduSifin '. abounds iVi]A ^t -aiid \kvc- 
Qsour : but, the author liever loles tbe kaft bypcnAxmitf 
of ventiug. bit keanrft Iktir tkgainft^Ifr. DfcT^iV) (pnfl 
cofif^quently Joads/wiOi infolts ebe gr«al$^ ateh^u^^thif 
Itaft profperous, df par Bttglidr poet)/ Yetf^'wiiD cait 
avoid fmiliAg, wheaVii^'^bcAW««^FMic^«i^- 
doned as a camfhie abftraS^ofJhct'ten thoufandfch^hmitf 
aud when ToMMy Potts is fuf pbfcd WfktBiil>y th^JUme 
harnl, as a fuffliwHnt U thefirmir Mj»9tk iP I am-^ilSn^ 
to imagine^ that Dryden, in fome manner of 6^)er,* 
hadofftaded lAy frkifd Dr.SwiTj'; wiib/ df»c»V»{)ei I 
hope, would have beeri inore tn^ulgeht to 'tbe' errors m 
ft man oj^nfled hy povti-ty, dmaa en by pa;t1^'^ 
bewildered by religion. 

But altliou^h «ttf ibtill)^ aufcbor, ndW-^atfditiM^ 
may ha^ iodulg^thimfelf-infome perfonal arilfnofitksj 
mi may have takeiiiff«6^oAM li'ot'ib ^[ftsffeaiy tdftffiUnt 
«»itb that- M€inn decettcyi iMih -^ 'required fndnr a 
clergyman s yet, thrbi^hci^t''«1ie^\^1e ^ece; tbanru 
ft vein of ndicde atiifg^Km^^mdur^ that Ibix^s' per 
daiitry and affe^ation tnto'ffie loweA'degfee of oonffcmpr, 
ted expofest^e character dr. rii^R arid jACiciftfudi'a 
maimer, as -never Will be fbrgiVea^ and ocv^ksaii be 

*iifw^'cd. ■ ■ • '> • ^r . ■'- ■ . • •-■■ .- 

*: 'Tht- Buftirvf tit ^ooJb' t<W>fcUfesri4fo¥nAn' tJitf^CWrtro- 

verfy between Sir William TEMi>«i»tandMr;'V5feTroii^ 

ft cdhfrmdy wHieB made macli <tfoife^':iaii&' bn^ajred 

ibttay penfr, tQwanb (he kKef "Mi of tbt laft eemnry. 

r* This 
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Tius kumorotts treatiic is dr^wn up in an heroic comic 
fljde, . ii ^hick ^w i ft, with great wit an4 Tpirit, givci^'r 
tiw*vidoc7>to the former. The general plan is excellent; 
but partiif uhr parts are defeSliye. The fr^uent chafmi 
paiezie axidin^rcnpt' the narrative : tl^ey nfcither convef' 
any latent ideas, nor point out any diiknt or occiidt ftr* 
cafms. Some chancers are. barely touched upon, which. 
Qiight hare been extended ; others are enlarged, which 
might have hocn contra^ed. The name of Horace is 
fcarce inferted, and VmciL is introduced only foraa 
OppoiXunity of comparing his tranflator Drydbn, to ^/#, 
Latfy in « Lfihjie/i t$ a Mou/e under a Canofy of Stat $ : 
iutd tc mfiiri'oclled Beau n/jttbin the Pentboufe tf a full-hot • 
tomed Pcrriwig, Thefe fimilies carry the true (lamp of 
ridicule : but rancour mull be very prevalent in the heart 
i^aa fiuthor, who could overlook the merits of Drt- 
0^N I many of whbfe dedications and prefaces are as fine 
(fompc^tictASy and as juft pieces of criticifm, a» any in our 
language. The tranflation of ViRQiLwas a work of 
lufte and indigence ; Dryden was equal to the under- 
taking, but unfortunate during the condudl of it. 
I And now, as I have mentioned Virgil, and as I in* 
dulge myfelf in an unlimited manner of exprefling to you 
fny thoughts, I muft plead that kind of habit for iaferti> 
ing a conjecture, which, perhaps, is purely chimerical, 
but which, in the purfuit of it, has given me ilo fmall 
degree of pleafure, ar the motive tends to vindicate one 
of your fovourite poets from the cenfure of ingratitude. 
The critics have been judly furprifed, that ViRCii 
fcCms entirely to have negleded Horaci> when it is 

O 3, evident, 
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cTidenty that Houacb takes frequent occafioot oftx* 
preffing the greateft tendemefs, efteem, andgratxtude^' 
for ViaciL. They have endeavoored toacooant for 
this negleft, by fuppoiing, that fome of Virgil^s poeiiiff' 
htve been loft ; otherwife, who could inu^ne, that die 
author of the JEn&d fhould have pafled over in filence 
the name of fo excellent, and Co eftimable a friend ? In 
the Greek and Roman writers it is not to be doubted, 
diat there are many expreffions, which, at the time when 
written, were evident marks to diftinguifh particular 
diaradlers. Thefe, by the courfe of years, are now ren- 
dered doubtful and obfcnre. Horacb*s Gfycomw^s tl* 
ways taken for a gladiator, till at the bottom of the fiatue 
of the Hercules Farnese an old infcription was dif* 
covered, that (hews it was fo called from the name of 
the famous fculptor who made it. Many pafiages in 
Mr. Pope's poems, which are noweafHyexplaincd, taajt 
in a few centuries, become eotirely unintelligible, and 
(excufe the improbability of the circumfiance) when it ia 
no longer remembered that he lived at TnndHum^ )M 
will no longer be known for tbt Snvan ofjbamis. 

Virgil, in his Eclogues, celebrates P0L1.10, Varus, 
and Gallus, and he dedicates his Georgics to MjecE'p 
N AS : hut in the i£neid, he could not introduce any of 
his cotemporanes, except by feigned names : and even 
then, the connexion of the fable mud be preferved, and 
fome poetical difFerepces mud be allowed. Such a con- 
dnd has induced fome of the commentators to affix vari^ 
f)us names to particular chara^lers in the .£neid. They 
)iave mentioned Mari us, Pompby, Cvrio^, and od^9; 

but 
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bot their hints and (ketches have been imperfed^, and 
written at random. 

BiHiop Atterbury is more explicit. That learned 
prelate, in all the elegance and delicacy of critlcifina 
illaJkates the paflage relating to I a pi s« and fixes to it 
the name and chara£ier of Antokius Musa, an emi- 
nent phyiician^ and polite fcholar^ at Rwu. The Barry « 
of hisday^ 

From thefe attempts, I have been encouraged ta 
fearch for the chara£ter of Horace ; and inHead of an 
imperfed pidure, I hope, I ihall be able to point out a 
■vpry remarkable likenefs in the following lines. 

Et andcum Cretea muftSy 
Cretea mufarum comitem^ cui carrmna femper 
Et clthara cordis numtrofque intendere nereis ; 
Semper equosy ^tque arma mrum^ pugnafque eanehai. 

An ode in Horace, which appears, by the mention of 
TiRi DATES, to have been written at the fame time with 
die feventh book of Virgil, bears a very ftriking re- 
femblance to fome part of this quotation. You xemMn« 
ber 

Mujts amicus triflitiam et metus 
^radam prottrmis in mare Crefic$m 
Portare *ventij. 

The Mtifif amicus was, in all probability, a fyneiif* 
flioasname of Horace, by which he was then difiin^ 

* Dr. EowA&n Barry oflhiHtSf 

O4 Sttiibcd, 
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guiihedy and pcr(e^y wcU knOwo at R^^ Stick ai afp* 
pellation jnight be given to him from iJm gay aBdfpint* 
cflodc Hebef^Uby 4eUveiiBg at once all biscares 
aV»4 fears to. be biixkd in the Cretan dea. TibullIts 
a^d ANAcaaoii bave the fame general fentimeat.; bot 
Horace cboofin this particular part of the ocean for the 
eternal grave of all his cares. A dicumftance which 
might occafion Virgil to give him the name of Cre- 
TBui : and I dare fay. Ham, you fdil agree with me in 
obferving, that Viroil repeats that name^with a cer- 
taua tendemefs and efteem» as if he was unwilling to quit 
the fubjedt^and as if he could wifh to dwell longer in the 
defcription of fo excellent a genius, at^d fo remarkable 4 
poet. 

But (he line, 

£/ citkargt €9rd$, . frnmerofque inteniere ner*uis, ' 

feems direftly to point out Horacb, and to celebrate 
him for his lyric performances. Monsieur »Dacier, 
sn the preface to hfs Horace, gives an hiftory of the pro* 
grcft and decay of lyric poetry. Heobfcrves, that from 
the foundation of Ro$ne to the reign of Augustus 
C^sAR (a fpace of above feven hundred years) not one 
lyric poet had ap])eured; Horace was the firfl Roman, 
"who, with a furprifing natural genius, having ftudiedand 
acquired the beauty^ and llrength of numbers, formed 
Kmftlf upon the Grecian plan, and became the beft La^ 
tin lyric poet of the Auguftan age. From whence, it 
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ilttidt evidently appear», thut t)us pa^g^ can l>e iRb 
apted only to hiiau 

Thus f^Ty widMHit ftnuntng.thi exjpJanatacm. of dMifii 
1in»^ I woQld willingly kope^ thst tW features: of Ho^ 
RACE are discernible. The laftveife indfed doe? not 
f»e» to anfw^ fo exadly bis poeikal dixraAer. 

Semper equos^ atqufi arma virum^ pugnafqut cane^at, 

IiCt us try» tf we cannot bmiih the obje^km, and-dHiv 
bliih a perfect confirmation df the resemblance, * ^ 

Several of the odes of Horace are remarkably fine in 
the warlike drain, particolarly the ode to Augustus- 
after the battle of AShm^ when the fenate had agreed to 
addrefs fokmn hymns to- the Emperor in the fame man- 
ner as to the celeflial deities. The ode beginning Caeh 
fonantem^ and occafioned by the conqueft over the Bri- 
tons and Perfians, is full of Et€. But the addrefs to 
AsiNivs FoLLio breathes war an4 {lau|;hter dill in a 
inore exalted ftrain. 

Jam nunc mnaci murmure ctmuum 
Perftringis aures : jam litm ftrtpmti : ' 

yam fulgor armorum fugaces ^ ^ 

Terre^ ^quoj, equitumqiu '^altus. 

9 

Monsieur Sanadov obferves, that this fianza^ ai^i^ 
die four which follow it, are written with the greateft 
fpirit of lyric poetry. His expreflion is La force de ' 
Poejie lyrique ne <ua point an dela 

It is very certain^ that Horace was a perfed mailer 
of the poetic^ array of battle^ thedin of wat^an^i the found 

of 
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of dtrions : ar,'m die words oi W i^aihf equM , mtque artut 
virum, pMgna/qus canthmt. But, notwithftaading kis 
powen in that fiyle, he ieems conftandy defiious of de- 
dining any long poem, or laboured pafomiance» apoft 
diofe fubje^. In his ode beginning Motum tx Metello^ 
he advifes Asinivs Pollio to lay afide all intendons of 
wridng tragedy, and he farther urges him to complete a 
poeni upon the dvil wars, between Antony and Oc- 
7AVIV6 : but he damps this advice, by poindng out the 
danger of the theme. He tells Follio, 

Perieulofit pUnum ^us aloe 
^raSas \ it iuadu fir ignet 
Suppofitos cimri dolofo, 

* 

Thus, while he expatiates upon the difficulty of the 
undertaking, he ihews himfelf fuperior to the labours^ 
that deter him. As a Poet, we may be aflitred he wat. 
equal to the taft : as a poliddan, we. may prefume, htf ' 
avoided it. He was unwilling to remind his imperial 
mailer of a war, in which he had appeared in arms 
againft his prince: and in which the charader of Av» 
GusTus had not been diftinguifhed with the mod pcrfed 
degree of luftre. ' Yet^ that fudi a kind of work wa9 
expected fron^ him, may undoubtedly be deduced At^m ' 
wiu^t he fays in one of his odes to Maecenas. 

TtifUi pediftribus 
l>Uis hifloriis prstlia Cstfaris^ 

H^anaSf M£i«ivs. 

Here 
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^Here yoa fee, Horace affigns to his patron M/ccsnas 
an the faiQrels that might accrae firom a complete poem 
open the wan of Augustus : and in anothor |^ace» the 
poctj with more modefty than juftice, fays, 

Cufidum, paiir opHwu^ n/ires 
Deficitmt : nefut euim qmrns bomntia pilit 
Agmna^ nee fraSa fereuntes eufpiie Gallos, 
Alt* Uhentis epu de/cribat vulttera Partbi. 

Thefie lines are in fuch a ftrain, as to demonfirate the 
powers of the mufe much lefs deficient than the will. 
It is very probable therefore, that, daring the time, 
while the public expedations were raifed, in hopes of 
feeing Horace undertake fome poem entirely formed 
upon the military plan, Virgil might have compofed 
that part of the .^neid from whence I have drawn my 
^notation, and might very jaftly have ^ven Horaci 
the charader of Crstbus« not only in conftqaence of 
the odes already written^ but under a kind of certainty, 
of feeing ftttore and more perfed poems in the fame 
ftrain. 

I fubmit to yonr judgment, whether thefis furmifes 
arejuft. I really diin^ they bear a great refemblance to 
truth. Pofitive afiertions on fuch doubtful points X 
leave to more eftabliihed critics : and return from the 
civil wars in Italy to the civil wars in St James's library. 

The two chief heroes among the modem generals are 
WoTTON and Bbntlet. Their figures are difplayed 
in the moft di(advaata|^us attitudes. The former ia 

defcribed. 
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dcfcribedy ftdl tf/pleenw duLufi^ ovd ili mannas, Tke 
latter is rq)ce{ented, tall^ "jiUhomt fiap4 of comilmtfs f 
imrge^ njiithaut finngfh or praportioii. But, I will .not 
anticipate your fatuxc plea(ure ia readiag a perforiD^fi^ 
that you will probably wifh longer, and more complete, 
I'be Battie^ which is maintained by the antients with 
great foperiority of ftrength, thoQgh not of namben» 
ends with the demolition of fisMTLEv and his friend 
WoTTON by the Uttce of yoor grandfather. And here, 
my fon, it is not poillble for me to ^void taking nptiqeof 
one particular paiTage relating to my father. ** Boyle, 
'^ fays the author, clad in afidi of armour ^ Which had 

*' BEEN GIVEN HIM BY ALL THB GODS, ad'VOnctd .t^\ 

'* f-jcards the trtmhling foe^ nuho noivfled heforg bim,^ 

I (hall not difpute about the gift of the armour : but 
thus far I will venture to.ob(brve, that the gods never, 
bellowed celeflial armour, except upon heroes, whofe 
courage, and (bperior ftrength, diflingui&ed them froa 
tlie reft of mankind { whoCe merits and abilities were 
already confpicuous ; and who could wield, tho^igh 
young, the fword of MaRs, and adorn it with all tho 
virtues of MifiE.RVA : and let me aiTureyou, my deaiiell 
^amiltok, that y^\iv grandfather fuAained the cha- 
ipf^er, which he had fo early acquiredj to thelaft monlen( 
of hip life, and, on many occaEoos, exerted his abilities 
in fucli a manner, as evidently (hewed, that he wanted 
neither armour, nor extraordinary affiftancc, to add to 
his £ril viQory fucli fiipcrior ornaments, as will for ever 
be repofitcd among the brighteH trophies, in the temple 
of famp. 

But 



rnbt-bfefote I qmt tbif>iiib;«d^:git^me:I««ve to on^ 
Wv ,ftnfiW)r»I fdl th^ forop ^ '^n^row 4ire|6ted fitMl 
hit; Jranf. Tke Jwoomt^- I I»djer9» iKm poCrdeiigncd tft 
beiaiteg.> ikwas gbilen in ^ paftQs, «vi^ opon aa«E* 
rtoBJayty cncafioa : but «fterwa«A». h0 iws fa ddtroii 
tUM it, hy a robim df ttbe^oajt^ itp^ Of frteniit 
Alp an4 afieaion^ (Ut he htd iivtSetGi tbr x^nuuning 
icttftD (mi itodrdy mEfed^ when kin unexpected and toa 
fuddeft' death- prevented the codnpletien of i^is kind ia^ 
iMtiMSr^nd tbr pbrfedtion of my core. With difficulty 
I' fgVvived .the fEdck. As it was not in riiy pow«r tm 
avoid the fevere decree, I obeyed : and, by my obedh- 
cnce, have flattered myfelf, that I fubmitt^d to the will 
of heaven. However, I have fince thought, that I 
could not oiler a tn^ gtJicefuf Orifice to his cuines» 
ifaan by exerting thofe faculties, which he had, at£rft, 
cultivated with fo much care ; and had deprefled, at 
hL&, perhaps only . to raife them higher. Oh my Ton ! 
how often have I reflected upon the happinels of ^Bnbas^ 
in hearing the ghoft of Anchises fay, 

J , : ' . • - 

JSk J^jidiau'diiceham {m*fi9 reharfu futmrump , 
Temfora dinumeram : ncc me mea cur a fefelUt! 

The jiame of my kdfl<fOfrd fadier has in(<nHibIy^«n 
^t. in^o this digreffion, tvhich, to fpcafc ^ 'truth, I 
lopk.upou as due to bjU memory^ to my own fenttmenti^ 
and .to your filial tendcrneft. 

' \ Thf -fragment^ or 4 Difcourfe cPnaming tBe*meciamcat 
<firatm of ihe Sfirit, U a fatir zg^mlk c»tbtffiafm, apd 

thoft 
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diofe aflTeOed infpintioiit, whidi cmffaratly begfar^ 
kXiy, and very often end in rice. In this creatife, tM 
aathor hai revdled in too Ucentioas a Tein joF farcafin : 
wtamy of bis idea* are naofeoiu, tome are indecenty and 
others have an irrdigioas tendency : nor is theipieco ifi^ 
fielf equal in wit and hamour eidier to The Tmle if^^Ji^ 
or n$ Batik rf ihi Bo$ks. I fhoold confiantly cfaoofii 
father to praife, than to arraign, any part of my friend 
SwiFT*8 writings : but in thoie tradi, where he tries to 
make us aneafy with ourfjelves, and unhappy in our 
prefent exigence, ihergf I muft yield him up entirely t^ 
cenfure. 

I am^ if^r Hamilton, 

Tottr moft affuSiinate Father ^ 

ORRERY. 

LETTER XXIV. 

.TAR. Swift left behind him few manuscripts. Not 
•*^ one of any confequence, except an account of the 
peace of Utrecht 9, which he called an Hiftory •f thefiit 
lajl Tears of^eeh AifNE. The title of an hiftory is too 
pompous for fuch a. performance. In the hiftorical ftyk^ 
it wants dignity,, and candour: but' as a pamphlcft, it 
firill appear the beft defence of Lord Ozforp*s adndni* 

flraj^iony 
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l|qitiio|i| and the cleared account of the treaty oiUtrgcht^ 
ihftt has Utherto been written. 

la ibme of his leifure hours, he had begun an hiAor|B 
of Englmnd^ and had purfued it through two or threo 
rtigasy from William the Conqueror. The contempt 
which he conceived of our antieot monarchs, made him 
fixMi lay the defign afide. His averfion to kings was in^ 
Tindble. You will iay perhaps, this averfion was rooted 
In pride : poffibly it might: but, in your courfe of read- 
&& 70a will find fo very few princes whofe merits and 
i^ilities entitle them even to a crown of rufiies, that you 
will probably think no: fmall degree of prudence necefiary 
to reconcile us to a monarcbic;al ^te. What has not 
this nation fufFered from our former princes, ? £ven from 
the beft of them ? If we fpeak candidly of our boafied 
Queen Elizabbth, fhe w^, in many infiances, a ty- 
rant : but file was a tyrant with fenfe and dignity. She 
knew the true intereft of the nation, and flie purfued k; 
but file purfued it in an arbitrary manner. She waa 
fortunate in the time of reigning : for her charafler haa 
beeA exalted by the want of merit in her fuccefibr, from 
whofe mifcondu£t gufiied forth that torrent of mifery>, 
which not only bore down his fon, but overwhelmed the 
three kingdoms. If you afic what were the predona 
fruits of the refioration ? the anfwer will be. An ex*. 
change only from one confufion to another : from jea* 
loufies between general Mokk and Lambert, to jea^ 
loufies between the dukes of York and Monmutb: % 
perpetual rotation of fidfe politics : a king with the beft« 
aaturcd difpofition imaginable, fuSering innocent blood 
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10 be flied withoat renioHe. Or, if )rott en^pur^ 
was the eifedt of a lawful fovereign ? A AuDcfoI fiib- 
niilion to a neighfaonring kbgdotn, wiudi, not long 
Rffbre, had trtmUed at the htm6& ef an ttforper. . Sodi 
was the fate of poor Englandl To thdc wretched ^n ft j 
ftccecded the rdigkms feokriifct^ and the wtfiik artemptsi 
of James the ^^tond. Than followed tkie revolaeioaf 
But, I mofb defeeWi ne lower. lift as thereforv torn 
onr eyes fron hoflie, and take a momentaiy .new.ol 
other m^ns. If we lodk towards antieiit lUme^ aai 
con£der her firft feven nMAarchs, how wicked, or how 
iaiignificant, were .their <hm'dera ? And, when the naa# 
^f Monarch was changed iBR0 4ihiit «f Empen^r^ whatii 
tyrannical -pack of C^s am paft before oor eyes f Many 
6f them, the gteateft monftsri'thae huinaar natare ef«# 
produced : yet theie w<er& lords, emperors, and kings 
of the world. If yoa read the Old Tefianent, and :ooih 
iblt the Chroucles of the kings dEJtidah^ yoa will £nd 
them a iet of the pR>adeft, and the noft ob^nate prineea 
npon earth. Tell me then, my Hamilton, is aoe 
fiicfa a rctrofjpe€l enough to difgaft as againft kings ? Bad* 
•a it is, it^muft not^ifguft an £ngiiihman. We ought 
ever to regard, honour, and prefenre, our original con* 
flitutioti, which of ail regal ftates is die beft framed in di# 
dniverfe. The balance of our government is hung indeeA 
in the nicefl manner imaginable ; a fingle hair will turn 
it ; -but when it is held'exa6lly even, there cannot be s 
finer fyftem under heaven : «id I muft freely own e» 
you, that I think onr kings have been often lefs blamen 
dbie dian their people. ¥ou remember the txchuMtios 

of 
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tif the Scotchman y upon feeing the flatteries paid to 
James the firft at his acceflion, " By my fauly mon^ yon 
« feulifl? folk njuill J^oH a geud king?' The Scotchman 
was in the right : but we continued in our fooliQi ways 
to James and his fucceiTors. Our courtly adulations are 
iHways outrageous, we know no bounds. The perfon 
flattered, mufl be more than human, not to be fometimes 
bKnded by fuch perpetual* inc^fe. Perhaps we borrow 
Ais kind of fervility from the- Fr^»f/&, who, in the laft 

^ientury beftowed the title of just upon Lewis the 
thirteenth, during whofe reign, fuch repeated a£ls of 
cmelty, oppreifion, and injuftice, were perpetrated, as 

' fcarce any other annals can produce. 

An additional excufe, that may be made for the 

- errors of our Englijh kings, is the different treatment 
which they find at the beginning, from what they recdve 
Jit the latter end of their reigns. At the beginning, all 

" h Anoothnefs, all is joy and felicity : but the fun-fhine 
Is feldom of a vefy long duration. Clouds of jealoufy 
atife, artd the whole atmofphere of the court is foon 
filled with noxious vapours, with heart-burnings, ani- 
xAofities, and perfonal altercations between minifters : 

' ^hich often afcend to fuch a height, as even to moleft 

•• the king in his chair of ftate. Delirant Achinti, ple^ 

* Buntur rcges. Thefe are the unhappy effedls that proceed, 
as 1 have before obferved, from the very nobleft caufe, 
the thirft of liberty. A free people are conftantly jealous 
of their rights. A wife king will preferve to them thofe 
rights, and by fuch a maxim will eftablifli his own. But, 

' theprett misfbrtanc t>f our former BngHJh princes lut 

F bcca 
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been their indolent fubmifiion to the name, without tht 
kaft attempt of difcharging the dalies of a'foverdgn. Thi 
life of fuch a prince mud have proved inglorious to Ihi 
people, and unhappy to himfeif. He mufthave found him' 
fdf only the fecond pcrfon in his kingdom, nay perhaps 
the third or fourth ; the leviathans of power being feldo&V 
if ever, without their coadjutors: and in that <cafe» it it 
» point of condefcenfion, to permit their royal mafter to 
be one of the group. Our Englifi commentaries, whick 
are in truth a very melancholy, and a very reproachful 
hiilory, give us many UMrtifying inilances of this kio^. 
1 live fo detached from the great world, and.I keq^ 
myfelf at fuch a diflance from the high commerce, of po- 
litics, that I know little or nothing of the prcfent times; 
ftnd therefore can only inftru£l: you from my reading, 
and not from my experience. Your fate perhaps m^y 
lead you to have admittance to the iacred cloiet, gr io 
approach the exalted ileps of the throne. If that hooour 
is in referve for you, ufe it in fuch a manner, as -ibsll 
ihew, that you think yoarfelf accountable to God, apd 
your country, for every adlion of your life, fi^in by 
conquering your own prejudices,, and then endeavour to- 
conquer thofc of your mafler. Make him in love with 
parliaments, but let thofe parliaments be fret, Biipg 
-him thoroughly acquainted, even with the .minttteil 
branch of the conftitution. Study his honour. PieveBt 
his paflions. Correal his errors. Keep EnglanJ ever 
. jappermoft in your thoughts : and confider the king of 
England as bom only for the good of his people. Silield 
him, if poifible^ from flattery :. it is a lock iaocc &lal' 
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-ift princes, than Chatyhdis ever was to mariners. Guide 
Ihs leifote to manly employments^ fuch as may preferve 
■Uni from the enervating delicacies of a court'. In yoor 
pablic capacity forget your relations^ and your privatt 
friends. Know none but the friends of your country. 
•2)d(pife all dignities that you have not more than 
thoroughly deferved. Fear nothing but your own coft* 
fcience. Aim at nothing but the profperity of the fUte* 
: Remember, that Great Britain is an ifland; and that 
liatare^ by detaching it from the continent, has renderdd 
. oar iituation particularly fortunate i and has pointed ont 
to us, in what dement oar chief ftrength is deftined* 
Cherilh upon all occaiions our naval armament: and 
fail not to oppoie your voice, againft any greater 
number of land-forces than are abfolotely neceffary ::I 
had aknoft faid^ neceifary lor reviews in Hyile ParA» A 
king, who enjoys the true affection of his pe6p]e, will 
never fland in need of foldiers to defend him. He will 
dread no competitor: he will apprehend no domeftic 
danger. He will diftinguifti which of the powers abroad 
are his natural and political enemies, and which are fo 
fituated^ as to require his friendfliip and alliance. He 
will attend to (he improvement of the Colonies in the JVeft 
Indies^ and to th^ difier^t branches of trade that may 
fafely and wifely be encouraged in the three different 
kingdoms. 

You find, my Hamilton, thae I fuppofe your ima<- 
ginary fovereign capable of receiving inib-uhion, and 
you of giving it. But far be it from me to wifh you liit 
only counfellor, or (to exprefs myfclfmore propedy) hit 

P 2 fole 
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' fole minifter : one, who draws every thing within dK 
vortex of his own power ; who is at once admiral, 
general, treafurer, archbifhop, judge, and perpetual k- 

' giflator. Such a kind of magillrate is odious to the 
Englijh eonflitution. 

If from the two houfes of parliament you feparate or 
withdraw the king, the government will remain in tbe 

■ form of a republic, where every man has his part allot- 
ted to him, and is to co-operate with the reft, for the 
benefit of the colleAive body of the people. What 
then is the king ? Only the firft and chief magi^tc, 
who a6ls in a fuperior degree to the reft. All dignities, 
all honours, flow from the crown. Such a power alone, 

- cxclufive of every other, will give a prince fuffideat 
authority throughout all his dominions : but he has 
many more prerogatives. He has the glorious privil^e 
of pardoning offences, and rewarding great a£Uons: 
while the odious, or at leaft the relu6Umt parts of junT- 
didion^ fuch as punilhment, and condemnation, aie al- 
lotted to his officers ; to himfelf alone is left the god- 
like power of mercy and forgivcnefs. From hence per- 
hapsy kings have thought themfelves reprefentatives of 
God. Would to God, they thought themfelves repre- 
fentatives of the people ! The law, indeed, generoufly 

. ooks upon the king as incapable of doing wrong. Of 
what pernicious confequence therefore muft be the intcr- 
pofition of a fingle man between the king and the 
people ? How much muft he eclipfe his matter's glory, 

' and the profperity of the ftate ? His fitoation will necef- 
farily make him aft in an arbitrary manner. He is 

suifwei^BU 
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anfwerablie to the laws ; and, if his orders are difputed, 
he IS unhinged ; if they are difobeyed, he is undone, un- 
lefs he has artfully brought his adverfaries to a greater 
degree of corruption than himfelf j and, in that cafe,— ^ 
But I muft remember the boundaries of a letter, and 
muft confider, that, having already iinifhed my mod 
material obfervations upon the life and writings of the 
Dean of St. Patrick's, it is time to draw towards an 
end. I originally chofe the topic, my deareft Hamilton, 
becaufe few charafters could have afforded fo great a 
variety of faults and beauties. Few men have been more 
known and admired, or more envied and cenfured, than 
Dr. Swift. From the gifts of nature h^ had great 
powers, and, from the imperfeftion of humanity, he had 
many failings. I always confidered him as an AbfiraQ 
and brief chronicle of thi times ; no man being better ac- 
quainted with human nature, both in the highei^, and in 
the loweft fcenes of life. His friends, and correfpond- 
cnts, were the greateft and moft eminent men of the 
age. The fages of antiquity were often the companions 
of his clofet : and although he induftrioufly avoided an 
oilentation of learning, and generally chofe to draw his 
materials from his own ftore ; yet his knowledge in the 
antient authors evidently appears from the ftrength of 
his fentim^nts, and the claflic corredlnefs of his ftyle. 

You muft have obferved, my dear fon, that I could 
not fubmit to be confined within the narrow limits of 
biographical memoirs. . I have gone into a more exten- 
iive field; and, in my progrefs, I wifh I may have 
thrown out fuch hints, as fhall tend to form your mind 

P 3 to 
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to viitae and learning : the uhimiite end of all my wi 
and all my cares. Heaven grant, my Hamilton, 
I may deferve from you, the honour which Hoi 
pays to his father [Infuevii p4ter hoc mi, ut/ugeren 
emplis vitiorum, ^c>)t when yoa drop a filial tear 
the grave of 



Tour ma/l affedioMOte Father, 



jnrjmfirefi Friemd, and 



jour haffy Coa^aniom^ 



Uiiefter TUkb, O R R RJ 



ne END. 
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